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Double check, please 


When a magazine 
publishes 100,000 
words in a week, as 
we frequently do, the 
potential for mistakes 
creeping into the copy 
is staggering. As with 
any publication, we 
have systems in place 
to catch problems Meier 
before they appear in print, but 
it’s not the system that works, it’s 
the people. 

Jim Meier, who has been 
TSN’s librarian for two years, 
is the “star” of our system. He’s 
every bit as good at sniffing 
out even the most arcane 
inaccuracies as Antawn 
Jamison is at shooting a 
basketball. Jim is our go-to guy. 

Jim joined THE SPORTING 
News in December 1995. He 
had been a senior clerk at the 
Durham (N.C.) County Library, 
and before that had held 


marketing and sports 
information jobs in 
college athletic 
departments. He has 
B.A. and MBA 
degrees from Duke, a 
Masters of Sports 
Administration from 
the University of 
Massachusetts and a 
Masters of Library Science 
from North Carolina Central. 
But his passion is sports. 

“When this job was 
advertised, three professors in 
the span of a week told me I'd 
be crazy if I didn’t apply. 
Special librarians like myself 
spend every day in one subject 
area, so it is important to have 
an interest in that subject—and 
I feel lucky because I get to 
work for a company whose 
business is sports information.” 

Jim sees nearly every story 
before it is published— 
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checking facts large and small. 

“My primary function is 
reference assistance for the 
writers and editors of the 
magazine and yearbooks, the 
graphics and photo editors, 
and the online editors. I also 
answer requests every day 
from the general public.” 

He is also involved in the 
creation process, having 
written several articles himself. 
His most recent effort was on 
signature plays for 
wwwsportingnews.com before 
the first Duke-Carolina game. 
Apparently, Mike Krzyzewski 
doesn’t profit from Jim’s skills 
as much as TSN readers do. 


(oy John Rawlings at 
jrawlings@sportingnews.com 


INFORMATION, PLEASE 


PHOTO SALES 

Prints of photos from current 
issues of TSN are available for 
$25 each. Credit card orders 
only. For more information or to 
place an order, call 314-993- 
7787. 


HISTORICAL PHOTOS 

TSN sells prints of historical 
photos from its Archives. Prices 
start at $50, depending on 
intended use. With more than 
600,000 images available, there 
is no catalog. For further infor- 


HOW TO CONTACT US 


To subscribe to The Sporting News, 


call 800-777-6785. 
To purchase a TSN yearbook, 
call 800-825-8508. 
To purchase a TSN book, 
call 800-825-8508. 


To reach the TSN advertising office, 


call 212-779-5600. 


To reach the TSN Editorial Department, 


call 314-997-7111. 
To reach the TSN Archives, 
call 314-993-7787. 


mation or to place an order, call 314-993-7787. 


TSN ONLINE 


Coverage of 374 college and professional teams, 
in-progress game 
fan interaction with polls, games, 
and much more. 


including in-depth team reports ... 
summaries ... 


chat and message boards ... 
See a different game at www.sporting- 
news.com and AOL keyword: TSN. 


TSN YEARBOOKS 

TSN publishes nine yearbooks 
that offer feature stories, team 
and league previews, predictions, 
statistics and more. These 
annuals help you prepare for 
the season and serve as handy 
reference guides all season 
long. 1998 Baseball preview 
and 1998 Fantasy Baseball 
Owners Manual are on sale now. 
They are available at newsstands 
or by calling 800-825-8508. 


TSN BOOKS 


“Let us get you ready and keep 


you ready for the baseball season with TSN’s line of 
baseball books. TSN has it all, from players’ statistics 


to team information to league records. The Baseball 
Guide, Baseball Register, Complete Baseball Record Book 
and the Official Major League Fact book are available 
now at bookstores or by calling 800-825-8508. 
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Choice voice ‘To former 
Steelers receiver Yancey Thigpen and 
others like him: Is it not better to play 
for a reasonable salary in a city that 
cares about football and for a team 
that regularly makes the playoffs than 
it is to take the money and run?’ 


—Jeff Owens 
Mattoon, Ill. 
Paying tribute to beginning of the decade 
Harry Caray (the Cincinnati Reds and 
Oakland A’s who met in 
Ihave always equated =the 90 World Series) are 
the enjoyment of baseball the only two that TSN 
s bro ERBS ee gives rainy outlooks 
are Be eee entering spring training 


listened to games. To smile 
at his unorthodox style or 
laugh as he waxed 
enthusiastically about the 


(TSN, February 16). With 
player salaries 
skyrocketing, it seems 
unlikely either of these 


game, even though 
another Cubs loss was 


small-revenue teams will 


near, was Classic. You he ey By tneiene 
knew it was summer when Pete cTROMmas 
his voice could be heard. Dayton, Ohio 
You'll be missed and : 
remembered, Mr. Caray. The Royals can give 
God Bless. SiGaIER, away all the free baseballs 
ea ae they want, but until 
Saangeres ownership makes a 
Swing and miss commitment to winning, 
Noimenosneliie the team should close its 
ig ag: doors and rent the 


players who made your 
top 10 lists in “The smart 
and the not-so-bright” 
(TSN, February 16), but 


stadium to the overflow of 
Chiefs tailgaters. 

Steven Spear 

Excelsior Springs, Mo. 


you failed to recognize 

Tony Gwynn as one of the Cause and effect 

best: IRanyone/mows It seems Bryan Burwell 

about playing fundamental j en : 

baseball it’s G who is championing the 
Wynn. cause of the Packers’ 


During the ’90s, he has 
struck out only 156 times 
in 4,109 at-bats (an 
average of one strikeout 
every 26.3 at-bats). 
Freddy Garcia 
Houston 


Sherman Lewis and other 


I object to Manny 
Ramirez’s being on the 
fundamentally worst list. 
His bad baserunning costs 
the team, but his outfield 
assists and on-base 
percentage make up for it. 

Dave Conrad 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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Small-revenue 
baseball blues = i 

It’s ironic that the best FUNDAMENTALS: Gwynn is 
two teams at the sound in all categories. 


Deriding the PGA’s stance 

Dave Kindred touched a nerve with TSN readers with 
his column linking the recent court cases of golfer Casey 
Martin and basketball player Latrell Sprewell (TSN, 
February 9). The majority of letter writers felt the PGA 
was in the wrong by opposing Martin's use of a golf cart 
in PGA Tour events because of his disability. And of the 
two people featured in these cases, they thought it was 
Sprewell, who allegedly assaulted coach P.J. Carlesimo, 
who belonged to be in 
court—a criminal one 
perhaps. 

Bruce Callahan of South 
Hadley, Mass., thought that 
in Martin’s case, the PGA 
turned a possible eagle 
into a triple bogey: “Rules 

. |. change in every sport,” he 


\= DH; basketball just moved 
z the 3-point line back; and 
hockey could get rid of the 
red line. Golf is no 
different.” 

Others thought the way some PGA professionals 
reacted to the situation was reprehensible. “In my 
opinion, they are just scared,” wrote Seb H. Shawver of 
Bedford, Ind. “(Martin) has talent. Give the man his 
chance.” David Castleberry of Seattle agreed. He thought 
any advantage gained by Martin’s using a cart would be 
negligible, and he chastised PGA pros: “Listen up guys, 
when it comes to breaks in life, you’re way ahead of 
Casey Martin.” 

Finally, Scott Kusumoto of Mammoth Lakes, Calif., 
questioned the PGA’s logic when he wrote: “If at some 
point Martin is required to lose his leg but still maintains 
a professional level of play, would the PGA try to outlaw 
the use of a prosthetic leg in Tour events?” 


And PGA loses in court. 


black head coach and From atop 
eet hopefuls, has the NBA 
developed tunnel vision ; 
(TSN, February 2). Black Armessage to Bullsivice 
coaches considering a pecs of basketball 
class-action suit against the operations Jemy, Krause, 
NEL for hiring practices is YoU May be playing with 
as ridiculous as white Jerry Reinsdorf's moneys 
but you're playing with 


running backs and wide 
receivers doing the same. 
Travis M. Heidorf 
Whitewater, Wis. 


fans’ hearts. The fans and 
players want Michael 
Jordan to stay, so please 
do the right thing and 


Atta’ boy Attner show some class. 

Paul Atiner’s advice for J ome was 
Paul Tagliabue (TSN, RedUane Cay: 
February 16) wasrighton , From the depths 
the mark. As a Ravens of the NBA 
season-ticket holder, I It’s true the Nuggets 


could care less about 
seeing games against 
Tennessee or Cincinnati 
twice a year. Baltimore in 
the NFC East with 
Philadelphia, Washington 
and the Giants makes 
perfect sense. 

Bob Martindale 
Forest Hill, Md. 


could field a good team 


from a list of their cast- 
offs: Dikembe Mutombo, 
Brian Williams, Dale Ellis, 
Antonio McDyess, Jalen 
Rose, Rodney Rogers, 
Mark Jackson, Tommy 
Hammonds, Robert Pack 
and others (TSN, February 
16). Considering that list, 
team management has a 
mountainous task ahead to 
convince draft picks and 
free agents that the 
franchise is serious about 
winning. 

Mark McDowell 

Longmoni, Colo. 


Hoopless 
situation 


It’s obvious the Canadian 
NBA experiment is a 
failure (TSN, February 2). 
Either the Raptors and 
Grizzlies will continue 
having 20-win seasons 
indefinitely or the NBA will 
be forced to take dramatic 
steps to save them, such as 
giving them two first-round 
draft picks or removing 
their salary cap. 

Steven Sousa 
Nashua, N.H. 


Blurred vision 


By now, I think the 
novelty of the Fox puck 
has worn off. If Fox thinks 
it’s such a good idea, then 
maybe the network should 
include something like it 
in every sport that’s 
covered. Then, Fox can 
ruin it for all sports fans. 

Todd Bellerose 
Sault Ste. Marie; Ontario 


Upon further 
review ..- 


® Phoenix Suns 
consultant Jonathan 
Niednagel uses the 
theories and applications of 
the work of Isabel Bnggs 
Myers to categorize players 
by brain type. Because of 
an editing error, informa- 
tion regarding Niednagel’s 
work was unclear in the 
February 2 issue. 


Got a comment? Tue Sportinc News would 
love to hear from you. Write Voice of the Fan, 10176 
Corporate Square Drive, Suite 200, St. Louis, MO 63132, 
fax your message to us at 314-997-0765, or send us 
electronic mail at fans@sportingnews.com. Be sure to include 
your name and city with your e-mail. THE SPORTING NEWS 
reserves the right to edit letters for brevity and content. 
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SPRING FLINGS, TARNISHED RINGS AND A DRIVER WITH WINGS 


lf : no-medal ... before runnin’ 
CRYIN’ SHAME: vf < <a home to Daddy Bettman. 
Tea USA, was ( ’ LG, @ Fly’s Top 5 or “Never 
expected to tear « “fa Mind Any Stern Preps-to- 
things up in Nagano i Pros Prose, If You Want 
... on the ice, that is. = ; the Money, Sonny, There’s 
an NBA G.M. Born Every 
. Minute”: 1. Rashard Lewis; 
TZ Cy? 2. Corey Hightower; 3. Dan 
2 Si a4 Gradzuric; 4. Stromile 
aa . ce 6) M EF = Swift; 5. JaRon Rush. 
Hey, didn’t you used to = he! : a es @ Back in the A.L., 
be World Cup finalists? 2 i L LER oa = Kenny Lofton, given a 
@ The Spies say. when ~s Anak i “ Z compare-n-contrast word 
: = problem, tells Fly : “The 
_ j : whole league is different 
over there. Pitchers get 
ahead, and you've got to 
be swinging. If you don't, 


the Bulls dealt Jason 
Caffey, it was G.M. Jerry’s 
way-o-gettin’ Toni Kukoc 
PT. under PhilJax’s radar. 
Chicago’s rotation is a few 
bricks shy of a load; Bulls you're in trouble.” 

suits want Kukoc gettin’ Translation: N.L. umps call 


development/confidence @ Skinny is that 50, the Yankees’ Dave Wells-n- he is cocky. Question: more strikes, forcing hit- 
time. But the coach was count ’em, scouts were Hideki Iraboooo showed up , Which one are they talkin’ ters to hack and—gasp!— 
keepin’ Kukoc on pine plenty honked off last ready for Macy’s Parade about, coach or player? speed up the game. 
when Da Pip and Worm week when South(paw) launch. Yo, Boss, good B® So, US. hockey’s @ Finally, Outlandish 
were playin’. Without Korean Sang-Hoon Lee, thang those pinstripes best-n-brightest (their Trophy winner Aaron 
Caffey soakin’ minutes 26, showed up for pre- have a suh-limmin’ effect. word, not Fly’s) fuh-lamed Taylor's b-b-bustin’ with 
(David Vaughn? Get ssse- auction workout sayin’ he @ The Spies say when out? Small wonder. Team excitement about goin’ 
rious), Kukoc has to play; couldn’t/wouldn’t throw. the smoke clears at UCLA, USA Spies overheard the high in the draft: “I don’t 
Rodman has to step up. Those bids, due in the the Bruins're better off whispers: “Three days know who is going to draft 
@ Speaking of the NBA commish’s office by last without Jelani McCoy. But after we got here (sniff), me, but we're probably 
bazaar, if yer scorin’ at Friday, are sittin’ unsent the key to success is how the guys were saying they going to lose more games 
home, that’s 35 players in on fax machines across well Coach Lav and frosh wished (sniff) they could than I lost at Nebraska. It’s 
11 deals involving 15 the A.L and NLL. phenom (just ask him) get the games over with going to be tough.” Worse, 
teams with zero effect on @ Speaking of out-o- Baron Davis get along. The and go home (honk!).” A.T.: There ain't a coaches 
the NBA balance-o-power. shape hurlers, Fly hears buzz: Kid’s as talented as Guess this team proved its poll in this here league. 
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The Starting Five . sporTSNumbers 


What the sports world is talking about this week eee os Several college basketball programs around the country are 
é 7 revered as “the best,” but do they really produce winners? if 
pe anew ee ae <2 4, =) \- you measure success by titles, UCLA definitely is the NCAA’s 
recording contract 4 - a < iS. yardstick—thanks to 12 years of domination under John 
. et | 3 a Wooden. And if you measure success by titles, this season’s 
The U.S. men’s hockey team. They ran into a powers don’t stack up. Despite having nearly the same winning 


red-hot bartender. ix percentage in the NCAA Tournament, North Carolina (72-31) 
Conference baskaibalrt ts. B Ai L and Duke (57-19) haven’t come close to touching UCLA 
aatatenee, s a oumanee s. Because SS is @ (77-26). They're not even second or third. Kentucky has six 
why determine a league champion on something TITLE TOWN: There’sno place _ titles and Indiana has five. But on Tobacco Road, which team is 
as bogus as a 16-game regular season? like Westwood. the best? Take a look at the numbers and decide for yourself: 


Spring-training games. This year’s big winner? 
“Pod., rain.” 


From Miami to New Jersey via Utah. Like 
everyone in the NBA says: You can’t spell Seikaly 
without an I. 
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He’s not your father. 


And he’s not your brother 


That’s What's creat about a coach. 


You . 


you wouldn’t teil your father. 
And he'll give you advice that’s probably 


‘more responsible than your brother's. 


Kids need coaches. 


They need them now. 


Nike PL.A.Y.CORPS 7-888-292-HERO 
PLAYCORPSGnike.cam 


_Nike P.L.A.Y.CORPS was created to help college students become coaches in youth leagues and community centers where they are sorely needed. 


So in addition to a $500.00 tuition stipend, Nike P.L.A.Y.CORPS coaches get that rare opportunity to do something that makes a difference. Get involved. 


' Our view 
of the week 


Chair men 


Although the actual 
damage seemed relatively 
minor and no US. men’s 
hockey players will face 
criminal charges unless 
Nagano organizers request 
them, Team USA's dorm- 
trashing incident is yet 
another blemish on the 
American team’s image, 
worse even than the one 
caused by beating only 
Belarus in Japan. 

Rene Fasel, president of the 
governing International Ice 
Hockey Federation, says the 
dormitory incident would 
have no effect on any future 
NHL involvement in the 
Olympics. “It is not 
acceptable what they did, but 
sometimes it is not always 
avoidable,” he says. 
“Sometimes sports people will 
not always be sportsmen.” 

A gracious response and 
certainly more measured than 
the curious reaction from US. 
Olympic officials to an 
incident that appeared to be 
an appropriate sendoff for a 
team that overestimated its 
chances and underachieved. 
USOC officials seemed more 
irritated than irate about the 
lack of judgment by highly 
paid athletes competing in a 
country where good manners 
are paramount and vandalism 


rare. 

“The USOC is not 
embarrassed,” spokesman 
Mike Moran says. “These are 
the individual activities of 
veteran, mature athletes. ... 
We are not baby sitters for 
professional athletes.” 

OK, we'll spell it out then: 
When a team of athletes 
behaves badly in an 
international forum, it reflects 
poorly on its nation. Team 
USA’s transgressions (win 
together, lose together, take 
the blame for vandalism 
together) are placed against a 
backdrop of our unending 
battle against the “Ugly 
American” syndrome. 

Should the USOC take 
responsibility for the actions 
of a few from U.S. hockey 
team? Absolutely not. Should 
the USOC—and all 
Americans—be embarrassed. 
Undoubtedly and thoroughly. 


match the scene for unchecked 


players collapsed in each other's 
were placed around their necks. 
touching sports scenes ever. 


: «main asa perfect Olympic moment. 


team, which seemed to treat the 


break. Their only victory was an 


: reports some of them had done $3,000 
: worth of damage to their apartments 


Thanks to the U.S. women’s hockey team, we have an example 
of what it means to be real Olympians 


The NHL had hoped hockey 
would be one of the biggest stories 
of the Olympics. 

They got their wish. Just not the 
way they expected. 

The purest hockey story of the 
Games was the gold-medal victory 
by the U.S. women. Few events could 


emotion. Tears flowed and the 


arms. The players literally wrapped 
themselves in the American flag, and 
sobbed uncontrollably as the medals 


Cynical sportswriters, many of whom 
had poked fun at women’s hockey, 
reported this as one of the most 


Even in a Winter Olympics that 
barely made a dent in the nation’s 
consciousness, that image will re- 


Contrast that to the picture left 
behind by the U.S. men’s hockey 


Olympics like an extended spring 


unimpressive win over Belarus. 
High-profile players were spotted in 
nightclubs in the predawn hours. 
The USS. men left Japan after a 4-1 
loss to the Czech Republic, amid 


in the Olympic Village, breaking 
chairs and tossing fire extinguishers from the fifth floor. 
Even in an Olympic Games that few seemed to be 


: watching, those images will last as an utter embarrassment. 


The U.S. women understood what the Olympics are all 


about. For them, there is no Stanley Cup, no professional 


career to return to back home. This was their moment, and 
they seized it. 

They had sacrificed so much to get here. Forward Lisa 
Brown-Miller had left a job as coach of Princeton’s women’s 
hockey team. She had never taken her honeymoon, 
choosing instead to go to training camp. Defenseman 
Colleen Coyne wanted to help rebuild her family home, 
which was destroyed by a fire last summer, but her family 
told her to keep training. Goalie Sara Tueting took two 
years off from Dartmouth to make the team. Every woman 
had a story of what they’d given up for hockey. 

They had grown up with pictures of Wayne Gretzky 
taped to their bedroom walls, had played youth hockey 


with their hair tucked under helmets, using boy’s names, 
: hearing jeers from the stands. The Olympics would justify 


everything they had been through. 
They competed for themselves, for their country and for 


: the millions of kids they knew would be watching. 


BOUND FOR GLORY: U.S. hockey team 
members Shelley Looney (left) and Alison 
Mleczko celebrate the U.S. gold medal. 


The men, however, didn’t seem 
to understand what they were 
competing for. They knew they 
were supposed to come, because 
the NHL told them so. They knew 
they were supposed to be, along 
with Canada, the favorites. 

What they didn’t seem to know is 
that the Olympics are very difficult. 

“It's like we thought we were 
invincible,” Brett Hull said. ° 

US. coach Ron Wilson said he 
didn’t care about the first-round 
games, when his team’s seeding 
would be determined. He later 
expressed regret at his cavalier 
attitude. His team never played as a 
unit, never seemed to adapt to the 
big ice and ended up being shut 
down by Dominik Hasek, chasing 
the puck all around the ice like 
beginners. 

But the loss is the least of their 
embarrassment—Canada also was 
knocked out of gold-medal 
contention by the Czech Republic. 
The larger repercussion is that the 
NHUs marketing plan has been 
severely damaged. 

NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman’s dream was of a U.S.- 
Canada gold-medal game, with the 
US. winning. That would prove 

hockey really is a U.S. game now 
and spur interest in all those 
Southern and Western non-hockey 
towns that have been taking Canada’s teams. 

Instead, what the U.S. proved was that even a bunch of 
high-profile millionaires can’t skate through Olympic 
competition. 

And then, just to punctuate their horrible trip, they decided 
to act like idiots in the village. This behavior comes from the 
guys who were lauded for being “regular” and “unpretentious” 
for hanging out in the village with the rest of the athletes. 
From now on, the IOC may insist that the professionals stay in 
luxury hotels, for the well-being of the real Olympians. 

Or maybe the professionals should just stay, home. 
Proponents wanted professionals there because they're the 
best. For the US., that was supposed to translate to a 
chance to kick butt. 

But the 1998 Winter Games proved that just because 
you pull down a paycheck playing a sport doesn’t mean 
you deserve an Olympic medal. 

Maybe the Olympics should be reserved for athletes who 
view the competition as the pinnacle of their careers and 
not as spring break. TSN 


JAMIE SQUIRE / ALLSPORT 


Ann Killion is a columnist for the San Jose Mercury News 
and THE SPORTING NEws. She covered the Olympics for TSN. 


Sound bite ‘I hate to be negative, but this was a complete waste of time.’ —Us. winger Keith Trachuk 
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It happens every spring: A 
young phenom makes his man- 
ager take notice and is heralded 
as the second coming of Mickey 
Mantle. 

Not too many springs ago, 
Sparky Anderson dropped that 
label on a young kid named Kirk 
Gibson—and he was at least 
credible with that prediction. But 
not all of Sparky’s spring super- 
latives have been on target. Like 
in 1985 when Anderson proved 
that for every Mike Piazza, there's 
a Chris Pittaro—the young Tigers 


slugger Sparky called the best rookie he’d 


ever seen. 

Pittaro so impressed the Tigers that 
Howard Johnson was traded to the Mets 
to make room for him. He was the 
opening day starter at third base for the 
defending world champions, after batting 
.314 and striking out only six times in 70 
spring at-bats. Said Anderson: “He's the 
best young infielder I've had come 
through camp in 15 years. I’m not 
comparing him to (Lou) Whitaker and 
(Alan) Trammell because they were 
already here when I arrived, but Pittaro is 
the best new kid I’ve ever seen.” 

Pittaro went 3-for-4 and had the game- 
tying single in a 5-4 opening day victory. 


TSN ARCH IVES 


SPRING FLING: /n ’85, Pittaro was the toast 


of the town. By ’88, he was simply toast. 


That proved to be the highlight of his 
career. He landed on the disabled list May 
27, returned at Class AA Nashville and 
resurfaced as a September call-up. When 
his career ended in the Twins organization 
in 1988, he had played 53 major league 
games and collected 21 hits. In the words 
of noted baseball linguist Whitey Herzog: 
“The flowers that bloom in springtime 
sometimes wilt in the summer and die in 
the fall.” 

In honor of spring’s hope eternal, here 
are three more spring phenoms who 
withered, wilted and whiffed: 


| Clint Hartung, Giants, 1947 
_ The spring: “I'd probably make a pitcher of that kid 
because he'd be just as big a draw as Bob Feller.’—Rogers 
- Hornsby, then-Indians batting instructor 
The fall: Hornsby wasn’t the only one throwing 
superlatives at this 6-5 kid from Hondo, Texas. The 
- Giants rookie—the Hondo Hurricane—was a combination 
_ pitcher/slugger who rose to prominence in 1947, thanks 
to an article in Life about the GI baseball player. Hartung 
ended up with a .238 career average and 29-29 record 
in six seasons with the Giants (1947-52). 


Clint Hurdle, Royals, 1978 

The spring: “This year’s phenom’—the March 20, 1978, 
cover of Sports Illustrated. 

The fall: Much to the Royals’ disappointment, Hurdle 
wasn't that year’s phenom—or any other year’s. He had a 
journeyman career that spanned 10 seasons with the 
Royals, Reds, Cardinals and Mets. He batted .259 with 
32 homers and 193 RBIs. 


___ Jim Lindeman, Cardinals, 1987 

_ ‘The spring: “J would be very surprised if by the end of the 

year he wasn't a very good candidate for Rookie of the 

- Year."—Cardinals manager Whitey Herzog. 

__ The fall: Lindeman was why the Cardinals traded Andy 
‘Van Slyke, but he never lived up to the hype. He spent 

; seven seasons with the Cardinals, Tigers and Phillies, 
_ batting .233 with 14 homers and 69 RBIs. 


| TSN ARCHIVES 


Maybe it was Dale Earnhardt’s connections to a well-known 
shoemaker (no, not Willie) that finally put him over the top in the 
Daytona 500. A week before the race, “| Can” man Phil Knight 
called “The Intimidator” to wish him luck. Then a girl visiting 
Daytona with the Make-A-Wish Foundation gave Earnhardt a 
lucky (lil’) penny the day before the race. “She said, ‘I rubbed 
this penny, and this is going to win you the Daytona 500,’” 
Earnhardt says. “I glued that penny to my dashboard, and it’s 
still on my dashboard.” With a Daytona 500 win finally under his 
belt buckle, Earnhardt has his steely eyes focused on a 
NASCAR-record eighth Winston Cup championship. However, 
he'll have to do so without the race-winning car. That particular 
black No. 3—lucky penny and all—will be on display at the 
“Daytona USA” entertainment complex for the next year. And, 
yes, Dale does don flameproof Nikes before stepping into the 
racecar every weekend, but swooshy black cowboy boots aren't 
likely to be available any time soon. 


ae 


SCOTT AUDETTE / AP 


SPIN CITY: The car that won Daytona stays while its 
driver guns for a record eighth Winston Cup title. 


iS IT THE SAUCE? Coming soon to a strip mall 
near you—Michael Jordan's Steak House? Not likely. But 
after his successful foray into the theme restaurant biz, His 
Aimess is about to make his mark on upscale digs, too. His 
steak house will open March 23 in New York's landmark Grand 
Central Terminal, the New York Post reports. “We're not going for 
the glitz of the Michael Jordan sneakers and T-shirts,” co-owner 
Peter Glazier says. “We're not doing a theme restaurant, 
period.” If you're craving “MJ’s Pregame Meal” strip steak or 
“The Big Mike” burger—staples of his family-style theme 
restaurant in Chicago—fugeddaboudit in the Big Apple. Menu 
selections will include steaks, chicken, fish and specialties 
prepared with 23 herbs and spices, with entrees going for $18 
to $24 a pop. And don't even think about wearing Swoosh 
apparel—or buying it there. “We're having a small retail store 
that’s selling Michael Jordan the restaurateur, not the jock man,” 
Glazier says. “No swoosh—nothing like that. All it is is 
restaurant things like steak sauce. We may have the restaurant's 
T-shirts, but it’s not about Nike hats and T-shirts.” We’re taking 
this as the latest sign that Michael's takeover of the world is 
nearly complete. 


HE’S A SHOE-IN: Our favorite candidate this year 
for election to the Basketball Hall of Fame is Grady Lewis. He 
might not be a household name, but he’s the guy who developed 
the low-cut canvas sneaker. His breakthrough came in the 
1950s when the Harlem Globetrotters wanted low-cut shoes— 
which fell off during games. A salesman for Converse, Lewis, 
80, solved the problem. “I just cut off the tops of hundreds of 
Chuck Taylors until | got some that would stay on the 
Globetrotters. The same cut is still being used today for 
basketball and football, and baseball oxfords as well. And | still 
have the scissors.” 
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Almost a decade ago, 


WILL. CLARK 


was one 
of the best players 
in baseball. 
Today, injuries 
have diminished 


his luster. 


i 
ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


he defining image of Will 
Clark once dripped with 
glory. There he stood, de- 
fiantly fouling off howling, 


up-and-in fastballs from Mitch 
Williams in Game 5 of the 1989 
N.L. Championship Series. Then, 
to punctuate the drama, Clark 
drove in the go-ahead run by ri- 
fling a laser-beam single into 
center field. 

More than eight years later, 
the defining image shows Clark 
hobbling off the field. Or van- 
ishing onto the disabled list, time 
after exasperating time. Or drop- 
ping a soft single into left field 
with nobody on base. 

This season represents a vital 
crossroads for Clark. He turns 


34 years old on March 13, an 
age at which many great hitters _ ‘ransformed from a power threat 


begin to slide gently downhill. ‘to merely a high-average hitter. 
He is about to complete his five-year, $30: million contract, so he will 
become a free agent in October. That means he will step onto the 
market at a time when baseball flows with powerful first basemen. 

All the while, skepticism surrounds Clark. Can he stay healthy? Can 
he pump life into his sagging power numbers? Can he become the in- 
timidating force he once was at the plate? 

Earlier in his career, from 1987 to 1991, Clark averaged 27 home 
runs and 104 RBIs. He also averaged 155 games during those five 
years. In the six seasons since, Clark has averaged 14 homers and 74 


a =~ 
NO LONGER A GIANT: Formerly one 
of baseball's best hitters, Clark has 
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By Ron KrRoicHick 


RBlIs—and only 123 games. 

The equation clearly begins with Clark’s health. He has made five 
trips to the disabled list in the past two seasons. He missed more games 
last season (52) than he had RBIs (51). 

Even now, as the Rangers begin spring training in Port Charlotte, 
Fla., Clark’s status spins in doubt. He missed the final month of the 
1997 season because of torn plantar fascia (or tissue) in his right heel. 
He dived into rehabilitation in the offseason, but he did not run at all. 

It is merely the latest of what Clark calls his “freak injuries.” In 1995, 
he ran into a railing and hurt his elbow. Two years later, Clark tripped 
over the pitcher’s mound and sprained his wrist. That same season, he 
fouled the ball off his foot and hurt the heel. 

Clark also visited the D.L. in 1996 with a strained quadriceps 
muscle, a bruised rib cage and a strained calf muscle. 

“It’s very frustrating,” he says. “You work all offseason and spring 
training to play a full season. When you don’t get that chance, it’s frus- 
trating. ... It’s been a series of injuries that aren’t conditioning-related. 
There’s not much I can really do.” 

Plantar fascia injuries can linger, as Clark learned when he spoke to 
St. Louis first baseman Mark McGwire. The latter played in 74 games 
with the A’s in 1993 and ’94 because of the same problem; he ulti- 
mately needed surgery. 

The Rangers are resisting that option with Clark. They will treat him 


Will The Thrill vs. Raffy 


In the early 1980s, Will Clark and Rafael Palmeiro 
were teammates at Mississippi State and together, 
they guided the Bulldogs to a College World Series 


appearance. But by the fall of 1993, their 


relationship turned ugly when both became free 


Palmeiro 


agents and the 
Rangers CLARK (1994 to 1997) 
decided that AB R H HR RBI Avg. BB SO 
“Will the Thrill” 1,672 283 517 54 295 .309 252 238 
Seatrernat ABH HR RBI Avg. BB SO 
base. Runners in 

“I think Will Scoring Position 473 145 13 231 307 95 7 

Close & Late 239 «+66 #9 43 276 45 45 

Clarkisagood — Bacesioaded 34 «+13 «0 36 382 4 7 
player, but | TwoStrikes 717 154 18 98 215 94 238 
don't think he’s Innings 1-6 1,169 379 42 219 .324 176 154 
the player | am.” Innings7-plus 503 138 12 76 .274 76 84 


EZRA 0. SHAW FOR TSN 


Raffy said at the 


time. PALMEIRO (1994 to 1997) 


According to AB OR H HR RBI Avg. BB SO 
the career 2,230 376 648 139 432 .291 278 333 
Statistics (1994 
to 1997) AB H HR RBI Avg. BB SO 
provided by Runners in 
STATS, Inc. Scoring Position 581 168 37 286 .289 128 89 
Raffy proved to Close & Late 300 86 20 61 .287 57 62 
be right Bases Loaded 48 14 2 35 292 2 10 

rightandthe = twostrikes 897 180 34 114 201 134 333 
Orioles were the innings 1-6 1,555 463 100 304 .298 197 210 
beneficiaries. Innings 7-plus 675 185 39 128 .274 81 123 


carefully this spring, hoping he can be ready for opening day on March 31. 

“The doctors say it would be wise to go slowly with Will, to give him every 
day (of rest) possible,” Rangers manager Johnny Oates says. “He can do 
everything but run at full speed.” 

Once Clark regains health, the questions will not disappear. He obviously 
can still hit—that famously sweet swing produced a .326 average last season, 
which would have put him sixth in the A.L. with enough plate appearances. 
But first basemen are expected to hit for power, produce runs, strike fear into 
the hearts of opponents. Consider this: Rangers cleanup hitter Juan Gonzalez 
says he received more protection last September with Lee Stevens, not Clark, 
hitting behind him. Stevens hit 21 homers last year; Clark had 12. 

The Rangers may put Stevens, the projected designated hitter, in the No. 5 
spot again this season. Clark’s transformation from a power threat into merely 
a high-average hitter has not gone unnoticed around the A.L. 

“He’s not as aggressive at the plate,” one A.L. scout says. “He just tries to 
put the ball in play now. When he was with the Giants, he took a much more 
healthy approach and hit with more power. 

“Now he’s content going the other way with outside pitches he used to take 
or drive. He’s fallen into the Wade Boggs-Rod Carew approach, where they 
just put the ball in play and they're satisfied to hit .300.” 

Clark says he’s the same hitter, only smarter. He attributes his decline in 
power numbers, in part, to the size of The Ballpark in Arlington, where it’s 
390 feet to the gap in left-center (with a 14-foot wall). Clark frequently hits 
pitches the opposite way. 

There’s also the matter of hitting behind Gonzalez, who has collected 275 
RBIs in the past two seasons. 

“When you're hitting behind Juan, there ain't too much on base,” Clark 
says. “He does a lot of cleaning up. Granted, I’m supposed to drive in runs. 
But a lot of times, I’m (like) a leadoff hitter. 

“It’s not like I haven’t been productive. I know in my heart what kind of 
player I am.” 

Clark’s modest build and smooth swing do not smack of a huge home run 
hitter. Rangers general manager Doug Melvin insists Clark could still hit 25 
homers if the Rangers asked him; Melvin says it’s more important for Clark 
to reach base frequently (his on-base percentage last season was .400). 

“Will's not a 40-homer guy, but I don’t think he’s a 12-homer guy, either,” 
Oates says. 

Even so, the Rangers brace themselves for a future without Clark. Melvin 
acknowledges that he re-signed Stevens, in part, as protection against another 
Clark injury. The Rangers will wait until the season ends to decide on their 
plan of action at first base. 

So the onus rests on Clark, more than ever. TSN 

Ron Kroichick covers the Raiders for the San Francisco Chronicle and THE 
SportING News. He previously covered the A’s. 
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If you drop us a line, please include a snapshot. We'd appreciate it. 


MR.TERRY HOLT, of Lynchburg, 
Tennessee, starts every morning with 


a barrel of Jack Daniel’s. 


Most days, Terry is up before the sun. Then, 


in the cool of the Tennessee dawn, he'll roll 
dozens of newly-filled barrels into 
warehouses set deep in the hills. , 
(Our whiskey will sleep here until fi 
it’s sippin’ smooth.) What ae 
for the rareness you find in 

Jack Daniel’s? Partly, this natural 
aging process. And partly, early 
risers like Terry Holkt. 


SMO:O°F HosSIPPIN- 
WEN NESSEE WHISK EY 


Your friends at Jack Daniel's remind you to drink responsibly. 


Tennessee Whiskey * 40-43% alcohol by volume (80-86 proof) ¢ Distilled and Bottled by 
Jack Daniel Distillery, Lem Motlow, Proprietor, Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop 361), Tennessee 37352 
Placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government. 
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Blue Jays figure to wing it 
in 1998 and then soar in ’99 


he Blue Jays are depending heavily on one of the funda- 
mental truths of baseball—that good pitching is more than 
than half the battle. They certamly have some. 


Roger Clemens is 

coming off his fourth 

Cy Young Award performance 

and newly acquired Randy 

Myers was the best closer in 
the game last year. 

They also have former Cy 
Young winner Pat Hentgen, 
talented but injury-prone Juan 
Guzman, Erik Hanson and a 
number of good young 
prospects to fill out the rota- 
tion and the bullpen. 

If pitching is 75 or 80 per- 
cent of the game (depending 
on who's holding the calcu- 
lator), then the Blue Jays should 
be a strong contender in the 
ALL. East and—because good 
pitching may be even more im- 
portant in the postseason—a 
threat to go all the way. 

The trouble is, most of the 
basic assumptions about base- 
ball have been challenged 
during the final quarter of the 
20th century. Good pitching 
may beat good hitting, but the 


4 ay ap aiaich 


CRUZ MISSILE: Outfielder Cruz will be a key weapon in a Jays offense that still lacks firepower. 


That harsh assessment is based on the club's 
offensive performance last year and intervening 
variables. But mostly, it’s based on the 1997 
rankings of each team’s offensive lineup and 
pitching staff. ; 

In the offensive section of a little red book that 
the league puts out, team hitting statistics are 
listed in order of batting average and the only 
thing shown below the Blue Jays’ figure (244) is 
the overall league mark. There also is a section 
that lists the top 10 hitters in each offensive cate- 


gory, and the only returning Toronto players 
listed are Carlos Delgado, 
who ranked in the top five in 
doubles, extra-base hits and 
grand slams; and Shannon 
Stewart, who tied for fourth 
in triples. 

The Blue Jays scored 654 
runs in 1997, one fewer per 
game than six league rivals. 
Maybe one run doesn’t seem 
like much, but spread over a 
162-game schedule, it was a 
huge offensive deficit that 
was reflected in Toronto’s 
last-place finish. 

General manager Gord 
Ash, along with the rest of 
the baseball world, realized 
that his club could not com- 
pete in 1998 without a major 
offensive overhaul, so he 
spent the winter trying to 
piece together a representa- 
tive attack that would put the 
Blue Jays in position to take 
advantage of their expensive 
pitching staff. He acquired 
Jose Canseco, Darrin 
Fletcher, Mike Stanley and 


JED JOCOBSOHN / ALLSPORT 


Tony Fernandez to beef up the lineup, but the net 
result appears to be a starting unit without no- 
ticeably more punch than last year’s team. 

The Blue Jays will open the season without two 


Which brings us back to the Blue Jays, who 
have one of the top pitching staffs in the A.L. but 
probably don’t have a prayer of winning the divi- 
sion championship this year. 


advent of the designated hitter allows A.L. teams 
to put an abundance of good hitting in one lineup. 
And, in a decade of double expansion, what con- 
stitutes good pitching is somewhat relative. 


Hats off to Harry 


The death of Hall of Fame broadcaster Harry 
Caray prompted an unprecedented flood of tes- 
timonials that proved he was one of the most- 
loved personalities in the sport. 

“Harry Caray was Babe Ruth at the micro- 
phone,” Giants broadcaster Jon Miller says. “He 
was larger than life. He was a prodigious talent 
in the broadcast booth with a prodigious ap- 
petite for life. It’s a sad day for baseball because 
Harry Caray brought so much passion to the 
game.” 

Baltimore broadcasting legend Chuck 
Thompson, who next year will celebrate 50 
years in the booth, remembered Caray as the 
fan’s fan and linked that attitude to his long as- 
sociation with baseball showman and owner Bill 
Veeck. 

“T think the best way I can tell you about 
Harry Caray is to say that he and Bill Veeck 
were a lot alike,’ Thompson says. “They were 
crazy about baseball, they loved the fans and 
they loved life. They always had a great time. 

“He would root for the home team. Maybe in 
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‘LET ME HEAR YA’: Caray was baseball's Babe 
Ruth at the microphone—the fans’ Sultan of Talk. 


More baseball at 


JONATHAN DANIEL / ALLSPORT 


some places the fans wouldn’t have liked that, 
but in Chicago they loved it. He was one of the 
good guys.” 

Caray may have been a favorite of the fans he 
was talking to, but he didn’t always endear him- 
self to the people he was talking about. Nearly 
20 years ago, he got off on the wrong foot with 
rookie White Sox manager Tony La Russa when 
he said on the air that the only reason Chicago 
hired La Russa was “because Bill Veeck was too 
cheap to hire a real manager.” 

Nevertheless, La Russa voiced high praise for 
Caray’s broadcasting skill and staying power. 

“One of my first training camps, somebody 
told me you earn the most credit and the most 
respect for longevity,” La Russa says, “because 
you have to be good enough and you have to 
continue to qualify for the major leagues. By 
that criteria, he deserves as much respect and 
credit as any broadcaster around. 

“T always respected his talent. He could take a 
boring 1-0 game and make it exciting. He got a 
lot of mileage out of being a fan in the booth, 
saying what the fans would say if they had the 
opportunity to hold the microphone.” 


AOL keyword: 


hitters who accounted for about 30 ; 
percent of the team’s run production : 


last season. Joe Carter took his 102 


runs batted in to the rival Orioles and : 
Delgado (30 home runs, 91 RBIs) un- 
derwent offseason shoulder surgery 
that could keep him out of the lineup : 


until June. 


_ If Canseco is healthy—a fairly signif: 
icant if—he should replicate Carter's : 
offensive numbers. Stanley is a solid : 


offensive producer who batted .297 
last year with 16 home runs and 65 


RBIs. Fletcher is a good-hitting catcher 


who could contribute another 65 
RBIs, and Fernandez still has some 


pop. Yet. too much has to go right just 
for the Blue Jays to be an adequate of: 


fensive club. 


They apparently are banking on a 


huge season from Jose Cruz Jr., who _i 
was stolen from the Mariners in a : 


daring daylight robbery last July, and: 
the quick return of Delgado, who also: 
is a terrific young offensive prospect. ; 
In other words, the planets have to : 
line up almost perfectly for Toronto to: 


stay in the hunt for a playoff berth. 


The Jays appear to be a year from 


challenging the status quo in the A.L. 


East. The pitching staff will still be in- : 
tact in 1999 and the club’s youth : 
movement should be in full bloom. : 
Perhaps more important, the Orioles : 
and Yankees could be ravaged by free : 
agency at the end of this season, cre- : 
ating the perfect opening for a true : 


baseball renaissance in Toronto. 


Buyer beware 


Korean San-Hoon Lee wants to 
pitch in the major leagues, but his 
chances of getting big money here di- 
minished when-he cut short a workout 
in front of about 50 big-league scouts 
last week in California. 

Lee’s handlers told scouts that he 
was “not in full condition” and would 
have to reschedule the workout. His 
agent told reporters Lee never in- 
tended to throw hard and said the 
whole thing was a misunderstanding. 

Whatever the case, scouts figure to 
proceed cautiously with another for- 
eign player, especially in the wake of 
Japanese pitcher Hideki Irabu’s inaus- 
picious arrival last season. 


New digs 


—= Construction continues at Roger 


Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla., but the 
state’s newest spring training facility 
already is one of the jewels of the 
Grapefruit League. 

The Expos certainly don’t mind 
sidestepping the hard-hat areas. They 
finally are on equal footing with their 
co-tenants (now the Cardinals) after 
years of taking a back seat to the 
Braves in West Palm Beach. 

“It’s nice not having to walk past the 
Braves on our way to the back fields,” 
manager Felipe Alou says. TSN 


Peter Schmuck covers baseball for the 
Baltimore Sun. E-mail him at 
schmuck@sportingnews.com. 


Not exactly in the driver’s seat 


The Expos weren't thrilled to see No. 1 
starter Carlos Perez report late to camp. 
The lefthander told the club he would 
miss the start of spring training because 
he wanted to remain in the Dominican 
Republic to renew his passport and 
obtain a driver's license. 

“We got a call from his agent, who 
told us that he would need a few more 
days,” Expos general manager Jim 
Beattie says. “We talked over the 
reasons he wasn't going to be here and I 
didn’t feel the reasons were appropriate 
.. for a delay. He is our so-called No. 1 
starter, and we feel that it’s time he 
began showing some leadership.” 

Perez, 27, was a 12-game winner last 
season for a Montreal staff led by Pedro 
Martinez, who won 17 games. Martinez 
is now with the Red Sox. 

Though Perez wasn’t technically 
required to be in camp before the 
mandatory reporting date (February 26), 
his casual attitude toward the traditional 
spring training schedule troubled club 
officials, who pointed out that he had all 
winter to take care of his document 
problems. 

As for that driver’s license, let’s hope 
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Perez 


Carlos didn’t take lessons from an older brother, Pascual, whose exploits behind the 
wheel in Atlanta and elsewhere are legendary. 


FRONT OFFICE 
RUMBLINGS 
AND LOCKER 
ROOM 
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OAKLAND 


The expansion Devil Rays are drawing overflow crowds at their 
first spring camp—and that’s inside the fence. The Rays brought in 
72 players, or about 50 percent more than a typical non- 
expansion club. “If it’s a war of attrition, we'll win,” says rookie 
manager Larry Rothschild. ... Lefthander Kenny Rogers is excited 
about revitalizing his career in Oakland, and he should benefit 
from a non-New York atmosphere. Still, he must improve 
dramatically on his ERA (5.65 last season) because the A's lack 
the firepower the Rangers possessed during Rogers’ big seasons 
with Texas. ... The Mets might keep three catchers to share the job 
during the three months or more that Todd Hundley will need to 
recover from elbow surgery. The likely threesome: Todd Pratt, 
Alberto Castillo and youngster Vance Wilson. Those are three more 
reasons the Braves will have the smoothest path to the N.L. 
playoffs. ... New Cubs closer Rod Beck won't have any trouble 
getting fired up for games against the Giants, who made no real 
attempt to retain the free agent. “It’s business,” Beck says, “but 
they let the door hit me on the butt on the way out.” ... Darren 
Dreifort, who has relieved in all 94 of his big-league appearances, 
wants to crack the Dodgers’ rotation, but look for him to wind up 
as a setup man and part-time closer. The Dodgers can use Dennis 
Reyes in the fifth spot, and Dreifort has proved he can work well 
out of the bullpen. ... Does anyone seriously believe Bernie Williams 
and his agent when they insist they won't entertain contract offers 
from the Yankees before November? Williams’ self-imposed 
negotiating deadline can be self-unimposed in a New York minute. 
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BASEBALL 


National League 


LOOKING FOR AN OPENING: Although it 
seemed like a foregone conclusion 
that Shane Reynolds would be the 
team’s opening day starter, Larry 
Dierker says he has not reached a 
decision. His top choices are Reynolds and Mike 
Hampton. Reynolds, who won 16 games in 1996, was 
the opening day starter last season, but he battled a 
knee injury for much of the year and won only nine 
games, Hampton had four wins at the All-Star break 
last season but won a major league best 11 games after 
the break. Dierker says both pitchers are deserving of 
the honor. But, when asked who would get the nod, he 
isn’t ready to commit. “Who knows?” he says. “It's not 
like we have Greg Maddux or someone who wins 18-20 
games year after year. All things being equal and 
everyone being healthy, I'll probably give Shane a vote 
of confidence and let him start the opener. But that’s 
not set in stone.” 


SMALL CHANGE: Closer Billy Wagner saved 23 games 
last season but struggled through a miserable month of 
August when he was 0-3 with a 9.72 ERA. He entered 
the offseason determined to develop a pitch to 
complement his overpowering fastball and is trying to 
perfect a changeup this spring. But Wagner, who has 
been clocked at 100 mph on the radar gun, insists he’s 
not completely changing his approach to pitching. “I’m 
still going to go right at the hitters,” he says. “I’m not 
going to change my approach. I still consider myself a 
one-pitch pitcher because the fastball does so many 
things for me. But I need to be able to show another 
pitch.” —Carlton Thompson 


JORDAN GEARING UP: Two jobs remain open in the everyday lineup— 
third base and catcher. Converted outfielder John Mabry will 
compete with newly signed Craig Shipley at third base, and Tom 
Pagnozzi and rookie Eli Marrero will vie at catcher. The third base 
situation may be the most intriguing. “We're going to give this a real 
close look early in camp,” manager Tony La Russa says of the Mabry-Shipley duel. “If 
it’s got a chance to work, then you keep going. But, in the end, it comes down to what 
we need.” ... Brian Jordan, who missed nearly three-fourths of the 1997 season with 
back problems, undertook a rigorous offseason regimen at Disney Institute Fitness 
Center in Orlando, Fla. His taskmaster since Thanksgiving was noted physical fitness 
guru Bob Kersee, husband of Olympic star Jackie Joyner-Kersee. Kersee said Jordan 
was close to being totally physically fit. “I’m like a kid in a candy store,” Jordan says. 


“I'm just happy to be back.” 


WIN NOW: With the payroll at a record $50 million and seven or eight prominent 
players set to become free agents after the season, it’s clear the club must win in 
1998. “I wouldn’t put it quite that desperate,” general manager Walt Jocketty says, 
“but we probably have the best opportunity to win in the next few years this year, 
because we do have a lot of free agents.” Pagnozzi, Jordan, Todd Stottlemyre, Royce 


NO RESPECT: For years, the bullpen 

has been described as second-rate. 

There has been no bullpen more 

criticized in the 1990s. Yet, during 

the past several years, the relief corps 
has been quietly as good as any. Which group of 
relievers in last year’s postseason did not allow an 
earned run in 10% innings? That's right, the Braves. 
“T've gotten to the point where I don’t give a damn 
anymore,” closer Mark Wohlers says. “I don’t care what 
anybody says about us anymore. I think we’re a good 
bullpen. I think we're going to be one of the best 
bullpens in the National League.” The average save 
percentage by N.L. bullpens last year was 60.3 percent 
and the average ERA was 4.28. The team’s relievers 
converted 71 percent of its save opportunities and 
posted a 3.56 ERA. 


YOUNG AGAIN: Needing two wins to tie Juan Marichal’s 
record of 243 wins by a Latin American in the majors, 
Dennis Martinez reported to camp weighing a trim 182 
pounds and is the early favorite to lock up a job as the 
fifth starter. “This is the best shape I’ve been in in five 
years,” he says. “I feel good: I feel like a new kid again, 
like the first time in pro ball. Being with the best 
pitchers in baseball makes me young again.” After 
watching the veteran righthander throw during the 
early workouts, manager Bobby Cox was impressed. “A 
bunch of pitchers looked good, but he was 
exceptional,” he says. “The stuff he showed, he could’ 
start somewhere tomorrow. I know he's 42 years old, 
but his body is a lot younger than that. He is 
impressive.” —Bill Zack 


arrived at camp with a troubled 

reputation, but club officials aren't 

concerned about the 6-8, 270- 

pounder. “You need some characters 
on your club,” says manager Phil Garner, who has 
tabbed Juden as the No. 4 starter. That leaves veteran 
Paul Wagner and rookie Steve Woodard to battle for the 
No. 5 spot behind Cal Eldred, Scott Karl, Jose Mercedes 
and Juden. Wagner, who has pitched out of the : 
bullpen, appears to have the edge. The team would like 
to have Woodard start the season at Class AAA. ve 
Mercedes became the first player in club history to win 
a salary arbitration hearing. He'll be the 12th player on 
the roster to make more than $1 a B oo 

ans on carrying 11 pitchers into the season. e six 

relief jobs, ecu ae Doug Jones, Bob Wickman and 
Mike Myers. The leading candidates for the other three 
include Chad Fox, Brad Woodall and Al Reyes. 


WEIGHTY MATTERS: First baseman John Jaha, who 
missed most of last season with a shoulder injury, 
reported to camp at a trim 220 pounds—roughly 15 
pounds lighter than normal. Left fielder Dave Nilsson, 
who underwent minor knee surgery in the offseason, is 
about 10 pounds over his normal playing weight. ... 
Outfielder Marc Newfield seems recovered from rotator 
cuff surgery. “I thought I'd have to start really slow and 
gradually work into it, but I feel fine now,” he says. ... 
The club plans to carry three extra infielders. Mark 
Loretta and first baseman Bob Hamelin are virtual locks 
to make the roster. Eddie Zosky, Eddy Diaz and Pablo 
Martinez are competing for the other spot. —Drew Olson 


Clayton, Delino DeShields, Gary Gaetti, Willie McGee and Ray Lankford (club option) can 
become free agents after the season, but the Cardinals probably would either pick up 
Lankford’s option or extend him. —Rick Hummel 


THE 3s HAVE IT: Despite the absence of a No. 1 starter and possibly 

even a No. 2, manager Jim Riggleman doesn’t appear to be worried. 

“There are a lot of teams with the same problem,” he says. “I think 

if our offense is as good as I think it can be on most days, we can 

send out a lot of No. 3-type starters and win a lot of games.” The 
Cubs began spring training with Kevin Tapani, Mark Clark, Terry Mulholland, Steve 
Trachsel, Jeremi Gonzalez and Kevin Foster fighting for five jobs. Even rookie phenom 
Kerry Wood could get a shot if there are a couple of injuries. “We really don’t have any 
No. 4 or 5 starters, either,” Riggleman says. “So if all of our starters pitched like No. 3 
starters, we'd be putting a pretty good pitcher out there every day with a chance to 
win. I'll take that.” ... Tapani says he has completely healed from last April's finger 
surgery and is getting tired of people questioning his durability. “You know I was 
never hurt before, but I had a finger ripped up and now all of a sudden everyone 
wants to know if I’m healthy,” he says. “It’s not like I'm injury-prone. I think I 
answered all of those questions already.” 


BETTER TEAM, BETTER DIVISION? Riggleman thinks this is the most talented team he 
has managed, but he also believes the weak N.L. Central has improved. “I think we've 
improved and the Cardinals added Mark McGwire and Houston has Moises Alou and 
Milwaukee has a good team,” he says. “I think the level of play will be higher than it’s 
been, even if the win totals aren’t much higher. It could be that we all knock each 
other off all season.” —Barry Rozner 
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= NOT MAKING ANY FRIENDS: Managing general partner Jerry Colangelo 
apparently felt he hadn’t alienated enough owners already. So he 
went one step further by tearing up catcher Jorge Fabregas’ 
~*~ $875,000 arbitration-awarded contract and offered the former 
platoon player (Angels and White Sox) a two-year, $2.9 million deal. 
“It goes to show what type of person (Colangelo is),” said a stunned Fabregas, a .258 
hitter last season. “There's no doubt this organization is setting itself apart from the 
others.” There's also little doubt the Diamondbacks, particularly Colangelo, are 
becoming a thorn in the side of other owners, many of whom reportedly were furious 
when they learned Colangelo had circumvented the arbitration process with his intent 
to bump up Fabregas’ one-year deal. Several owners already have criticized Colangelo 
for some of the contracts he has given to his players. But Colangelo effectively has 
spread the word to potential free agents that Phoenix is a desirable place to play. 


GRIST FOR THE MILL: As if recent rumors of tampering with Yankees center fielder 
Bernie Williams weren't enough, what happened in Phoenix February 18 fueled 
further speculation of misdeeds. Somehow, Williams—in town for his arbitration 
hearing that afternoon—managed to find his way into America West Arena for the 
toughest ticket in town: a Lakers-Suns NBA game. “Since I was supposedly tampering 
with the guy, I thought I may as well meet him,” Colangelo quipped. Williams signed 
a one-year contract with the Yankees last week, but he will be free to leave at the end 
of the season. —Pedro Gomez 


PLAY BALL: Mike Piazza arrived at Dodgertown without a contract 
extension and assured fans he won't let the situation distract him. 
“We maintained all along that this was not a threat by any means, 
but I’d have to say I'm a little disappointed about this,” says Piazza, 
who reaffirmed his promise not to discuss the situation beyond a 
self-imposed deadline of February 15. “Now, I just have to go out and play baseball. 
As far as my state of mind goes, I’m fine and I've got a job to do.” Piazza is in the 
final season of a two-year, $15 million contract that will pay him $8 million for 1998. 
He could become the first $100 million player when he signs with the Dodgers or 
another eager suitor in free agency. Piazza is coming off his best season—.362 with 
40 home runs and 124 RBIs. The Dodgers won't admit it, but they couldn't make an 
offer because of the proposed sale of the team to Rupert Murdoch’s Fox Group. In the 


QUALITY BELIES QUANTITY: The young 
pitching staff is not deep, but the 
quality of the young arms in camp 
oa has led manager Felipe Alou to say 
“We have less question marks than 
we did last year. And the number of good prospects 
here means we stand a real good shot at developing a 
formidable pitching staff in the next year or so.” Not 
2001, which is always mentioned as the target date for 
having a contending team. Hot prospect Carl Pavano, 
obtained in the Pedro Martinez trade, has a deceptive, 
over-the-top delivery on a surprisingly crisp fastball. 
Matt Wagner, who missed last season after rotator cuff 
surgery, says he is throwing without pain for the first 
time in nearly a year. He hadn't faced a live batter yet, 
but his range of motion has returned. Home-grown 
Javier Vazquez, six months younger than Pavano and 
only 21, might be the best of the bunch. His minor 
league statistics compare favorably to Pavano's, except 
that he has only 42 innings of experience above 
Class A. “He’s better than a long shot to make the club. 
Anybody who can spot his fastball and throw strikes 
like that can pitch in the big leagues,” Alou says. 


AWOL: Early in camp, the only sore spot was the 
absence of No. 1 starter, and new millionaire, Carlos 
Perez. General manager Jim Beattie was less than 
impressed, but there was little he could do. According 
to the basic agreement, players cannot be fined for a 
training-camp no-show until March 1. Perez is the 
veteran of this staff of first- and second-year pitchers, 
even though he has only two years of true experience 
in the major leagues. —Stephanie Myles 


PURSUING PHILLIPS: In need of versatile players, the club showed 
interest in free-agent switch hitter Tony Phillips. However, that 
interest was tempered somewhat by his guilty plea to cocaine 
possession last November. Co-owner Fred Wilpon, manager Bobby 
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GRAND TOTAL: We finally know when 

Barry Bonds is going to retire. It'll be 

the day he becomes baseball's first 

500-500 man (500 homers, 

500 steals). “You guys better pray it 
doesn't come early in the season because I'll just quit. 
That’s the end of the Barry Bonds Show,” he told 
reporters as he arrived at spring training three days 
early and looking fit. “I don’t want any big retirement 
hoopla through the media. I don’t want any of that 
stuff. I just want to go. And then, I might be like Mike 
and change my mind after I do it. But as I feel right 
now, with all the negativism in baseball, I've had 
enough.” Bonds enters his 13th big-league season with 
374 homers and 417 stolen bases. If he continues at 
the pace he has set in his first five years in San 
Francisco, he'll become the first 500-500 man early in 
2001, about three months before his 37th birthday. He 
is signed through 2000 with a club option for 2001. 


TRANQUILITY: Controversies are few this spring. There's 
a catching battle between Brian Johnson and Brent 
Mayne, a shortstop fight pitting Rich Aurilia and Rey 
Sanchez, and there might be some sparring for the 
No. 5 slot in the rotation. As one sign of how noncon- 
tentious this spring may be, the biggest controversy 
seems to be between pitchers Shawn Estes and Orel 
Hershiser over who'll wear No. 55. ... The decision to 
let Julian Tavarez move into the rotation rests on 
whether a strong pen can be built without him. “The 
issue is where he’s needed on the team. I’m sure he'd 
rather start, but Julian needs to do what we need him 
to do,” manager Dusty Baker says. —Henry Schulman 


HIGH HOPES: Pitching coach Dave Stewart clearly believes in his 
pitchers. “I’m going to stick my neck out and say it: I believe this is a 
World Series-quality pitching staff. I believe a few guys on this staff 
believe that. But what makes a pitching staff championship caliber 


unlikely event baseball denies the Fox Group’s ownership proposal, it’s doubtful 
outgoing owner Peter O’Malley would commit to signing Piazza. 


PARK’S PLACE: While the Piazza situation was claiming most of the attention, the 
Dodgers signed righthander Chan Ho Park to a two-year, $3 million contract. The 
24-year-old Park, the first native Korean to pitch in the major leagues, will make 
$700,000 this season and $2.3 million in 1999. Rewarding the fast-rising pitcher was 
important. Park was 14-8 with a 3.38 ERA in his second full season, tying Hideo 
Nomo for the team lead in victories. And Park was the most reliable starter over the 
second half of 1997 as the rotation was beset by injuries. —/ason Reid 


PITCHING LOAD: There are 27 pitchers 

in camp and most of them throw 

hard. However, only three of the 

pitchers—Livan Hernandez, Felix 

Heredia and Jay Powell—are assured of 
jobs. “We've got some guys out there that can throw 
and throw hard,” manager Jim Leyland says. “You get 
them out there at Shea Stadium with 50,000 people, I 
don’t know what they're liable to do. They're liable to 
go to the airport. But they've got some talent.” ... The 
starting lineup has fewer question marks and plenty of 
youth. Cliff Floyd is penciled in as the opening day left 
fielder, and Leyland says if he had to play a game 
today, Floyd, at 249 pounds, would be the leadoff 
hitter. The center field job will fall to one of two young 
prospects—Mark Kotsay or Todd Dunwoody. Derrek Lee is 
likely to hold down first base. 


ON THE MEND: Questions still surround the health of 
Bobby Bonilla, whose wrist and ankle surgeries have 
kept him from exercising all winter. He should be 
about a week late for camp, and he'll have to hurry to 
get in shape for opening day. If Bonilla isn’t ready, the 
team will have to use Craig Counsell, Brandon Cromer or 
Dave Berg at third base until Bonilla returns. ... As for 
Alex Fernandez, he visited Dr. James Andrews in 
Birmingham, Ala., last week. Fernandez was told he 
could start soft-tossing within the next two weeks. He 
had surgery last fall to repair a torn rotator cuff, and 
his current schedule could have him throwing off the 
mound by April or May. “Alex, I’m sure, was hoping 
Andrews would tell him to start throwing today,” 
trainer Larry Starr said. —-Dan Graziano 


Valentine and his coaches discussed Phillips in an afternoon meeting 
February 18 after which Phillips’ agent called the club. General manager Steve 
Phillips said he has yet to decided whether to pursue Phillips, a 16-year veteran who 
has spent his entire career in the American League. “We're not rushing into 
anything,” Phillips said. Valentine expressed his personal interest in Phillips, who 
averaged more than 100 runs, 100 walks and 100 strikeouts in the last five seasons. 
“He's a center-stage player,” said Valentine who has managed against Phillips. “Real 
aggressive, real exciting and real versatile.” 


MANAGER'S DECISION: Valentine indicated Preston Wilson, 23, has no chance of 
making the opening day roster, but could make his major league debut later in the 
season. “This year is to put the minor leagues behind him,” Valentine said. Wilson, a 
first-round selection in the 1992 amateur draft, hit 30 home runs playing at Class A 
and Class AA last season. It was his fifth professional season. ... Dennis Cook, awaiting 
the birth of triplets, told Valentine the plan was to induce labor February 26 if his 
wife didn’t give birth. Cook probably will join the Mets two days after his babies are 
born. However, the club doesn’t have a problem if Cook reports to camp as late as 
March 1. —Marty Noble 


is: 1) believing; 2) attitude; 3) execution. We've got to get them 
prepared.” A year ago, the Padres posted a 4.98 ERA, but with newcomer Kevin 
Brown and a reworked bullpen, the potential for improvement is great. ... Brown 
revealed that he was much sicker than he reported during last year’s N.L. 
Championship Series. “My bones and joints just killed me,” said Brown, who still beat 
the Braves twice to help the Marlins advance to the World Series. “They did the right 
thing by not starting me earlier.” ... Ed Vosberg, the lone lefthander in the bullpen, was 
sidelined by a sore shoulder in the first week of spring camp. G.M. Kevin Towers 
expects Vosberg to make a full recovery but says he wouldn't be concerned if Vosberg 
began the season on the 15-day disabled list. 


LIMITED MOBILITY: Ken Caminiti hasn't sprinted since October because of surgery to 
repair a torn knee tendon. But Caminiti says his legs are strong and he expects to be 
at full speed by the end of spring training. Caminiti, who could become a free agent, 
says he will defer all contract talks until after the season. Last year, negotiations 
ended with the club offering about $5 million per season and Caminiti seeking about 
$7 million. The market for elite third basemen rose when the Diamondbacks signed 


Matt Williams to a five-year, $45 million deal. —Tom Krasovic 
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Phillies 


LIEBERTHAL SIGNS: The club made a substantial commitment to its 
future by avoiding arbitration and signing catcher Mike Lieberthal to 
a two-year, $3.4 million contract. Lieberthal was one of the biggest 
surprises of last season after hitting 20 home runs with 77 RBIs. 
Lieberthal says he considers himself “right behind” Florida's Charles 
Johnson atop a list of the game’s best defensive catchers. “I think Mike is going to 
show even more power than he has,” manager Terry Francona says. “He's got a little 
lift in his swing, and he has the quickest bat on our ballclub. He's going to do some 
damage.” Lieberthal’s signing raises some questions about top prospect Bobby 
Estalella, whose progress figures to be blocked unless something happens to 
Lieberthal. Francona has no intention of making Estalella change positions just to get 
his powerful bat in the lineup. Estalella is on the verge of being major league ready, 
but he might be more valuable as trade bait—a reality the club openly recognizes. 


BUDDY CHECK: Gregg Jefferies reported to camp one day early in seemingly superb 
physical condition after a rigorous offseason program. In three seasons since joining 
the club as a free agent, his average has declined from .306 to .292 to .256. Last 
season, he hit .233 against righthanders. “I was miserable last year,” Jefferies says. “I 
don’t want to duplicate what happened.” The big question is who will be Jefferies’ 
new buddy? In late 1996, his best friend Todd Zeile was traded to Baltimore. During 
the ’97 offseason, shortstop Kevin Stocker and second baseman Mickey Morandini were 
traded. “All of my friends are gone,” Jefferies says. —Chris Edwards 


GREEN OUT: Third baseman Willie 
Greene was a no-show as camp 
opened for position players. That's a 
bad omen for Greene, who is fighting 
; an earlier reputation for failing to 
work hard and do everything necessary to reach his 
potential. Greene is coming off what he hopes will be 
considered a springboard season in ’97, when he hit 
.253 with 26 homers and 91 RBIs. This could be a 
breakout year—if he’s properly focused. ... Jose Rijo 
reported to Sarasota able to throw but was told to wait 
a few weeks before pitching off a mound. He's still a 
long way from making the rotation, but he has a shot. 
If his comeback fails, Rijo has agreed to stay with the 
club as a scout, a position that eventually could 
develop into a role in management or as a pitching 
coach. ... Shortstop Barry Larkin, returning from heel 
problems that shortened 97, showed up early and 
completed every phase of his physical, meaning he will 
be able to participate fully in all workouts. 


FOR PETE'S SAKE: Pete Harnisch, who has the inside 
track at the No. 4 spot in the rotation, figures he is 
primed for a strong comeback after a tumultuous 1997 
season. He was diagnosed with depression last year, 
and though it was originally thought to be a result of 
his quitting smokeless tobacco, Hamnisch says that only 
caused him a few sleepless nights. The real problem, he 
says, had to do with a chemical problem in his brain. If 
Harnisch can approach the form that earned an All- 
Star berth in 1991 or produced a 16-9 record for 
Houston in 1993, starting pitching could be enough to 
keep the team competitive. —Mike Bass 


PERCIVAL’S PLAN: Batters looking for Troy Percival’s 95-mph heat 

may be in for a surprise. The closer has been working on a split- 

finger fastball, which he plans to unveil this spring. Pitching coach 

Marcel Lachemann says Percival has rapidly been gaining command 

of the pitch. But Percival, who also has a curve and changeup, needs 
to gain total confidence in the split-finger this spring before using it in games. “I don't 
necessarily want to have four pitches, because then I'll start thinking about what I'm 
doing,” Percival says. “In a one-run game, you don’t want to lose with your fourth 
pitch.” Percival has regained complete feeling in his right shoulder after getting 
treatments from an osteopathic specialist. He says his fastball and curve are 100 
percent. Percival suffered nerve problems last year and spent five weeks on the 
disabled list. 


HEALTH WATCH: Manager Terry Collins is pleased with the progress of second baseman 
Randy Velarde, who is returning from reconstructive elbow surgery, but he grew more 
concemed about catcher Todd Greene in the first week of camp. Greene, who had 
surgery to repair a slight shoulder tear in November, is experiencing discomfort as he 
tries to build arm strength. He isn’t expected to catch in an exhibition game until the 
second week of March. ... This should be the most competitive camp in years, with 
three starters (Omar Olivares, William VanLandingham and Rich Robertson) competing 
for the No. 5 spot in the rotation, as many as seven relievers competing for three 
bullpen spots and 11players competing for four bench spots. —Mike DiGiovanna 
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location. “If I get my pitches up, they're very hittable,” he says. 


THE SMITH CARD: Mark Smith could be a wild card at first base if he can prove at 
spring training that he’s an everyday player. Manager Gene Lamont is looking for ways 
to get Smith's bat into the lineup. If he can play first, that would free Kevin Young to 
play third and give the team the power at the corners it desires. Smith made nine 
appearances (six starts) at first last season, his first experience at the position. He held 
his own and then went to the Florida Instructional League for more work. “Tt was 
kind of tough to take a guy who had never played the infield and put him out there 
on turf in a pennant race,” Lamont says... Is it going to be one of those springs where 
bad weather is a factor? The club had to move workouts indoors because of rain and 
wind. The casualty there, Lamont says, is pitchers fielding drills. The team has 
enough indoor facilities to allow everyone to throw. —/ohn Mehno 


CATCHING UP: Though Jeff Reed 
started 18 of the final 30 games in 
1997, manager Don Baylor says Kirt 
Manwaring will open as the No. 1 
catcher. “When I started playing Reed 
(last September), it was a situation where he was 
having a very productive offensive season,” Baylor 
says. “We're not going to turn away from offense, but 
defense was what we wanted when we signed 
(Manwaring). And Manwaring is the better defensive 
player.” ... Larry Walker played catch and took light 
batting practice 36 days after undergoing arthroscopic 
surgery on his right elbow. “It’s going to take a lot of 
days of throwing and hitting to get the stiffness out,” he 
says. Walker isn’t expected to participate in exhibition 
games until the last two weeks of spring training but 
plans on being in the opening day lineup. 


TOUGH ACT TO FOLLOW: Asked what he expects from 
first baseman Todd Helton, Baylor threw out estimates 
of 17 homers and 75 RBIs. That’s a far cry from the 
88 homers and consecutive RBI titles put up by Andres 
Galarraga the past two seasons, but Baylor is trying his 
best to take the pressure off his rookie. “The fans in 
Colorado have witnessed ‘Cat’ make tremendous plays 
at the bag, drive in a lot of big runs,” Baylor says. 
“Yeah, it would be foolish to think that the young kid 
isn’t going to have any pressure coming in.” Helton 
says he knows what to expect. “I care about it,” he says 
of being compared with Galarraga. “But does anybody 
expect to break into a league and hit 40 homers and 
have 150 RBIs? All I can do is hope people realize 
that—and not worry about it.” —Jony DeMarco 
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GRIEVE PROCESS: Among the players who reported early was 

outfielder Ben Grieve, who made a huge splash when he was called 

up in September. Grieve, who hit .312 in 24 games, is still a rookie 

and one of the favorites for Rookie of the Year. Though he is a lock 

to be the starting right fielder, he has the mentality that it is not a 
given. “I try not to read that stuff that says I'm guaranteed to start,” he says. “My 
attitude is that I have to go out and earn a job. I know what the G.M. and manager 
have said, but I'd like to take a different approach.” As the darling of the organization 
since being drafted in the first round (second player taken) in 1994, Grieve concedes 
the A’s are looking for big things from him. “I can’t lie,” he says. “I know there is more 
pressure on me this year than there has been in the past. People expect me to come 
out and do the same things I did last year. But I have to put all that aside and just go 
out and play.” Says G.M. Billy Beane, “I'd be lying if I said it’s not difficult to temper 
some of the things I say about him. I've always felt he’s something special. He has the 
chance to hit in the three or four hole for a long time.” 


ADAMS AILING: Righthander Willie Adams, who was a member of the rotation at the 
beginning of last year and a minor leaguer by the end of it, has a shoulder 
impingement and probably will be sidelined for two weeks “He had an MRI, and it 
showed no abnormalities,” trainer Larry Davis says. “But until (the pain) clears up, he 
is not to throw.” Adams, a contender for a job as the fifth starter, might need surgery 
on the shoulder. —David Bush 


ROCKET REPORTS: Cy Young Award winner Roger Clemens is excited about the 
improvements made in the offense and team chemistry, especially with the acquisition 
of former Boston teammates Jose Canseco and Mike Stanley. Adding closer Randy 
Myers (a major league-leading 45 saves with Baltimore last season) deepens a bullpen 
that could be the most dominant in the major leagues. This would be major relief, as 
Clemens and Pat Hentgen tied for the A.L. lead in innings last year. “With all the arms 
we've got, I can really let it out for seven innings,” says Clemens, who went 1-3 with a 
3.57 ERA in six September starts after going 20-4, 1.73 over the first five months. alt 
I'm gassed at that point, I can turn it over to the bullpen.” —Tom Maloney 


will be for the final spots in the rotation. The club figures it has its 

ace in place in $35 million free-agent signee Wilson Alvarez. It also 

expects Cuban defector Rolando Arrojo and former Marlin Tony 

Saunders to take their places behind him, followed perhaps by 
knuckleballer Dennis Springer. After that, the field is wide open. Candidates include 
Terrell Wade, Rick Gorecki, Jason Johnson, Bryan Rekar, Esteban Yan and Jose Paniagua. 
“I think the competition is going to be terrific,” pitching coach Rick Williams says. 
“They're going to get an opportunity that in other places wasn't going to be to there.” 
Wade, a former Brave, is recovered from shoulder surgery and former Dodger 
Gorecki has overcome arm problems. Rekar seemed to drop out of the Rockies’ plans, 
and Johnson pitched his way onto the scene with the Pirates. The Orioles had been 
seeking to trade Yan, and the Expos had run out of patience with Paniagua. “Each 
guy has a different story or a different reason why he’s here,” Williams says. “With 
us, they're on a clean slate, a fresh page. They can prove to us what they think they 
are. And we can help them, nurture them along.” : 


CROWDED HOUSE: The club opened its inaugural camp with 72 players, the most ever 
for an expansion team. ... The first day of camp was extra special for manager Larry 
Rothschild. “The last time I really had a uniform on was the World Series,” he said, 
“so to go from the seventh game of the World Series to the first practice for an 


STOPPER: Led by Myers, the Blue Jays could have a dominant bullpen in ’98. 


SHAWON AT SECOND: Even though he has never played a game at 

second base in his life, Shawon Dunston immediately became the 

favorite to win the Indians’ starting job after signing with the team. 

Why? Because G.M. John Hart believes second base should be an 

offensive position in the American League. Dunston, who turns 35 
on March 21, certainly fits the bill. He batted .300 with 14 home runs, 57 RBIs and 
a career-high 32 stolen bases last season with the Cubs and Pirates. “We're getting an 
experienced middle infielder who has been an offensive player his whole career,” 
says Hart. Even though Dunston, a .270 lifetime hitter, is a career shortstop, such 
strategy is nothing new for Hart. Tony Fernandez made the same transition last season. 
“Generally shortstops are the best athletes on your team, so if anyone can adjust to 
playing second base, a shortstop can,” manager Mike Hargrove says. Dunston was 
leery of the switch originally but is ready to give it a shot after talking with former 
teammate Ryne Sandberg and Giants manager Dusty Baker. 


BERROA’S ROLE: When Geronimo Berroa was signed last month, no one was sure how 
much he would play. That problem was solved in the first week of camp. Hargrove 
says he plans to have Berroa in the lineup every day, either at DH or in left field. 
“How we use Berroa will depend on David Justice’s health,” Hargrove says. “If David 
is ready to play the outfield at the start of the season, he'll start in left field. If he isn't, 
he'll start at DH and Berroa will start in left field.” Berroa hit 26 homers and drove in 
90 runs for the A’s and Orioles last season. —Steve Herrick 
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inaugural team, well, it's something to be able to do that.” —Marc Topkin 


NO DELAY: Randy Johnson reported on 
time and began what probably will be 
his final season in Seattle. “I’m 
honoring my contract,” says Johnson, 
who has one year remaining on a 
four-year deal. “I’m upbeat and ready to go.” Is he 
happy? “I didn’t say that,” he says. Johnson’s lack of 
happiness stems from a management decision not to 
offer him a contract extension beyond 1998, even 
though he has compiled a 53-9 regular-season record 
and won a Cy Young Award since May 1994. The 
team cites Johnson’s age (34) and medical history (back 
surgery in '95) as factors. Johnson’s appearance got 
camp off to a positive start. “He’s our staff ace and 
you've got to be glad when he comes in on time and in 
great shape,” pitching coach Nardi Contreras says. ... 
Veteran righthander Bill Swift signed a one-year, 
$325,000 contract with $100,000 in incentives. He 
rejected a more lucrative offer from the Dodgers. 


SISTER ACT: The Mariners have signed a two-year 
working agreement with the Orix BlueWave, who are 
located in Seattle's sister city of Kobe, Japan. The 
agreement includes an exchange of coaches, players, 
scouting information and front-office staff—and down 
the road an exhibition game. ... Righthander Gil Meche 
(19) and lefty Ryan Anderson (18), two coming rotation 
attractions, are in camp. “The main reason we brought 
these kids in is to give them a chance to get their feet 
on the ground and get some experience,” manager Lou 
Piniella says. ... Pitcher Brett Hinchliffe reported with a 
sprained ankle. He was injured while attempting to 
dunk in a pickup basketball game. —Jim Street 


Orioles 


A GOOD SIGN: Outfielder Jeffrey 
Hammonds, who is coming off a 
breakthrough season with promises of 
even better things to come, avoided 
arbitration and signed a three-year 
contract worth $7 million—a clear sign he figures in the 
team’s plans beyond 1998. Hammonds has a history of 
injuries and has underachieved through most of his 
five-year career. But after a solid 1997, the team is not 
ready to give up on him. The plan is for Eric Davis to 
get most of the time in right field, which leaves 
Hammonds as the No. 1 backup at all three outfield 
positions. That’s one reason a multi-year deal was so 
important to him. If Hammonds has to wait his turn on 
the depth chart, at least he can do it feeling secure 
about the club’s long-term intentions. ... Manager Ray 
Miller is casting a wary eye toward second baseman 
Roberto Alomar, who has started swinging a bat after 
shoulder surgery, and reserve catcher Lenny Webster, 
who is coming back from a similar procedure. 


CATCHING ON: Miller says catcher Chris Hoiles has been 
unfairly maligned for his defense and gave Hoiles and 
Webster a vote of confidence. “I hear about how bad 
our catching is, but last year I called about two pitches 
all year and Davey (Johnson) called one,” Miller says. 
Still, he has assigned coach Elrod Hendricks, a former 
Orioles catcher, to work with them. “You talk about 
improving something and then you work on it twice all 
year,” Miller says. “I think you should treat the catchers 
the same way you treat the pitchers. The pitchers work 
on things throughout the season and the catchers 
should do the same.” —Peter Schmuck 


DEPTH CHARGE: Johnny Oates, like any 
good manager, appreciates the value 
of dependable lefthanders in his 
bullpen. And this year he has a solid 
group of candidates. Eric Gunderson 
sparkled over the first half of last season (his ERA was 
1.70 through July 29) before suffering a rib injury that 
contributed to a poor August and September. He 
figures to work as a setup man, but he also must prove 
he has the strength to pitch through an entire season. 
Matt Perisho, 22, is a candidate for the No. 5 rotation 
spot, but he might end up in the bullpen. He has the 
tools to become effective, although it might take time 
for him to develop. Larry Thomas, who spent most of 
last season at the Class AAA level in the White Sox 
organization, could jump into the picture. Thomas has 
good movement on his fastball, unlike Scott Bailes, a 
veteran lefty who gets hitters out with savvy. 


FOR STARTERS: The starting rotation could rank among 
the American League's best, primarily because of its 
depth. Darren Oliver, John Burkett, Bobby Witt and Aaron 
Sele are locked into the rotation’s first four spots. 
Righthanders Roger Pavlik and Rick Helling and lefty 
Perisho will compete for the fifth spot. “When you have 
depth like this,” Witt says, “you can put yourself in 
position to be in the race in September. When I was in 
Oakland (1992-94), those teams had players on the 
bench who were as good as the starters.”... Catcher Ivan 
Rodriguez showed up at training camp two days later 
(he said he was held up by a real estate deal) than the 
other catchers, but club officials didn’t consider the act 
a serious offense. —Kevin Lonnquist 
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NAEHRING ON THE SHELF: If there 
were any questions about the club's 
crowded infield, one look at Tim 
Naehring’s right elbow provided an 
answer. Naehring, the starting third 
baseman since 1995, is unable to bend his elbow. He 
had tendon transfer surgery in July, but he suffered a 
setback and has lost his range of motion with the 
elbow. After reporting to Fort Myers, Fla., he said he 
had progressed over the winter. But he began feeling 
stiffness in his elbow and had scar tissue removed last 
month. Dr. Arthur Pappas, the club’s physician, says the 
problem is in the severity of the injury. Not only did 
Naehring tear a tendon, but he also tore the joint 
capsule. Pappas says the recovery time for such injuries 
is unknown. Naehring won't be ready by opening day, 
and the prognosis for a return this season is cloudy. 
With Naehring unavailable, John Valentin will start at 
third and Jeff Frye is secure at second. Naehring might 
be an option at designated hitter or first base by the 
end of the season. 


JIMY, WHO'S YOUR CLOSER? The most frequently asked 
question to manager Jimy Williams during the first 
week of workouts: Who will close, Dennis Eckersley or 
Tom Gordon? Williams has implied both will, with 
Eckersley acting as something of a mentor for Gordon. 
Neither is conceding. ... Lefthander Steve Avery 
revealed that he broke a bone in his left hand while 
playing catch with a football in November. The team 
was not informed until about three weeks ago. The 
injury might explain why Avery exercised a $3.9 
million option for this season. —Paul Doyle 


sense , 


BATTER UP: Manager Buddy Bell says one of the most difficult 
decisions he’ll have to make this spring will be the batting order. So 
far, he’s only sure of Brian Hunter batting first and Tony Clark at 
cleanup. “Between me and the coaches, we've got about 60 lineups 
we're looking at,” Bell says. However, Bell, heading into his third 
season as manager, is talking for the first time about contending for the playoffs. ... 
Frank Castillo is looking forward to his first American League season after playing in 
the National League since 1991. But Castillo, who was 12-12 with a 5.42 ERA last 
season with the Cubs and Rockies, hopes he doesn’t stumble over a familiar rock—not 
pitching well in April. Castillo hopes that changes this season and thinks his changeup 
could be an advantage against AL. hitters who haven't faced him. 


KNOWING THE CORE: Closer Todd Jones says the difference between this spring and last 
is that the team can now identify its core players. “That's crucial,” he says. “It’s like 
having a head on a body. We now have a clue where the organization wants to go.” ... 
Bell says non-roster outfielder Pete Incaviglia will be given an opportunity to make the 
team. Bell is impressed with Incaviglia’s new conditioning program—he has lost 

40 pounds. The problem will be finding a spot because two other invitees, infielder 
Billy Ripken and catcher Joe Oliver, are almost certain to make the club. ... Third 
baseman Joe Randa is looking forward to playing on Tiger Stadium’s natural grass after 
committing 17 of his 21 errors last year for Pittsburgh on Three Rivers Stadium’s turf. 
“I had trouble reading the balls coming off the cutouts,” Randa says. —Tom Gage 


White Sox 


TEAM MANUEL: The early days of spring training are typically 
uneventful, but new manager Jerry Manuel was quietly letting his 
team know what to expect. “I want us to be as aggressive as 
possible,” Manuel says. “I want us to be confrontational in our 
approach to the game. That's going to be my message, and I’m going 
to be repetitious in spring training and throughout the season until it becomes a 
mind-set.” Manuel says he wants to “liberate” his players and let their natural athletic 
ability take over. “I'll tolerate mistakes,” he says. “But I won't tolerate a lack of effort.” 
... Two days before he was scheduled to attend an arbitration hearing, second 
baseman Ray Durham agreed to a one-year, $2 million contract—quite a raise from the 
$310,000 he made last year. Durham initially wanted $2.45 million, and the team 
was offering $1.5 million. Durham hit .271 with 11 homers and 53 RBIs last season. 


ANOTHER COMEBACK ATTEMPT: Even though he has had three operations on his 
throwing (right) shoulder in two years, relief pitcher Roger McDowell, 37, is back in 
the team’s training camp. McDowell didn’t pitch last season and hasn't appeared in a 
major league game since August 1996, when he was with Baltimore. McDowell's 
shoulder is still not 100 percent, but he’s hoping to be healthy by the end of spring 
training. ... General manager Ron Schueler says the team is still interested in free-agent 
Jack McDowell, who pitched for the team from 1987 to '94. But Schueler is 
concerned with the strength of McDowell's surgically repaired elbow and scoffed at 
the reported asking price of one year for $4.5 million. —Scot Gregor 
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Myers was due, but did not appear, in 
a Wichita, Kan., court last week for 
failure to make child support 
payments and a bench warrant with a 
$25,000 bond was issued. Myers’ off-field worries, at 
most, would mean the club would take a longer look at 
Ryan Long and Mark Quinn—two other young outfielders 
in the organization—but Myers won't miss any baseball 
because of it. Myers had been cleared to begin 
workouts with pitchers and catchers but was not 
among the early arrivals of infielders and outfielders. 
He was scheduled to be at the spring training site last 
Thursday. Myers is viewed as a foil for Johnny Damon 
to compete for the center field job and likely serve as 
the fourth outfielder. He can play center or right, is 
healthy and has the most experience of the three 
youngest outfielders on the 40-man roster. Like 
Damon, Myers has the speed the club wants to see and 
as a lefthanded hitter, helps offset a batting order 
dominated by righties. 


CATCH ME, IF YOU CAN: Although the starting catcher's 
job is basically Mike Sweeney's to hang on to, a timmer 
Sal Fasano will get more attention from manager Tony 
Muser early in spring training and is likely to start in 
the spring training opener February 27. Muser saw 
Sweeney plenty last season and in Puerto Rico this 
winter but did not see Fasano play because he was 
called up before Muser was hired. Fasano has the 
defensive skills but hasn’t shown he can hit at the 
major league level and gained weight after being sent 
back to the minors last season. —Luciana Chavez 


CREAM OF THE CROP: Of the four players the Twins received in the 

Chuck Knoblauch trade, outfielder Brian Buchanan and lefthander 

Eric Milton have been invited to major league camp. Buchanan is 

6-4, 220 pounds and considered the closest to making the roster. A 

four-year minor leaguer, Buchanan hit .308 with 10 home runs and 
69 RBIs at Class AA Norwich and .279 with four homers in 18 games at Class AAA 
Columbus. “Last year he started to show the kind of power that you would equate 
with the strength he has in that frame,” G.M. Terry Ryan says. ... The team is trying to 
work out a deal for free-agent pitcher Jack McDowell, who had elbow surgery last July 
and missed the rest of the season with Cleveland. The Twins are one of several teams 
to offer a contract to McDowell. None is offering more than $1 million in base salary; 
McDowell wants more. 


MONITORING MOLITOR: Designated hitter Paul Molitor is suffering from a left shoulder 
strain that could slow his spring preparations. Team physicians said Molitor, 41, has 
tendinitis in his rotator cuff and a small tear in the shoulder. ... Otis Nixon is locked in 
as the team’s leadoff hitter, but the question remains: Who will hit second? Outfielder 
Matt Lawton, a lefthanded batter who showed flashes of power late last year, could 
end up there, as could second baseman Pat Meares or outfielder Marty Cordova. ... 
After Brad Radke, Bob Tewksbury and Mike Morgan, there will be two spots left in the 
rotation. The candidates include offseason signee Ricky Bones, LaTroy Hawkins, Frank 
Rodriguez, Dan Serafini and Travis Miller. —John Millea 


TEMPORARY SOLUTION: Bernie Williams and the team avoided an 
arbitration hearing by signing a compromise one-year, $8.25 million 
contract. However, Yankees officials believe there is only a small 
chance to sign Williams to a contract extension. The team is offering 
$37.5 million over five years and Williams is seeking $77 million 
over seven. ... Closer Mariano Rivera underwent an MRI on his pitching shoulder two 
weeks before spring training when he felt pain during a minicamp. However, nothing 
was found, and Rivera says he feels fine. ... Club officials are raving about Darryl 
Strawberry’s shape, and manager Joe Torre is talking as if Strawberry is the left field 
favorite, even though knee problems limited Strawberry to 29 at-bats in 1997. 


PITCHING PROBLEMS: The team was blessed with unusual depth in its starting rotation 
in Torre's first two years, but this time it is in the same boat with most other top 
teams. The Yankees will need Ramiro Mendoza and Hideki Irabu to come through to fill 
the Nos. 4 and 5 spots. “It would be nice if we had one more sure bet,” Torre says. ... 
Righthander David Cone believes he will be ready by opening day after arthroscopic 
shoulder surgery in October. However, Torre is being cautious about Cone, who 
pitched poorly in Game One of the Division Series last year after telling the team he 
was ready to go. ... Torre referred to lefthander David Wells as “a walking land mine.” 
Wells showed up at spring training with a goatee and an earring, both against team 
policy. Wells removed both and will have to remove at least 10 pounds after Torre 
said publicly that Wells is overweight again. —/on Heyman 


World DOMINATOR 


Dominik 
Hasek takes 
over the 
hockey 
universe in 
leading the 
Czech 
Republic to 
the gold 


medal 


By Steve 
Rosenbloom 


ladislav Tretiak looked on helplessly. The 

goalie consultant for the Blackhawks was 

watching himself, and he knew it. Except 

it was two decades later and now it was 
Czech Republic goaltender Dominik Hasek doing 
to Tretiak’s Russian Olympic team what Tretiak 
did to the rest of the world in the 1970s, when 
he was widely acclaimed the greatest goalie on 
Earth 


For now, that title is Hasek’s. At least for nine 
days, he proved to be the greatest goalie in the 
world, and he did it with the world watching. 

In a breathtaking goaltending display that 
began and ended with a shutout, Hasek gave up 
six goals in six Olympic games—only two in the 
three elimination-round games—and wiped out 
every hockey power there is and every country 
that thought about being a hockey power, 
stomping on dreams the way Tretiak used to with 
the Big Red Machine. 

Stoji na hlave. 

That’s Czech for “stood on his head.” Czech for 
Hasek. 

Even worse, Hasek is a guy Tretiak used to 
coach in Chicago, and he would’ve been the 
Hawks’ goalie—and perhaps their key to another 
Stanley Cup—if team president Bill Wirtz had lis- 
tened to then-general manager Mike Keenan in 
1992. That’s when Keenan had a deal for Eric 
Lindros and would’ve traded Ed Belfour, among 
others, leaving Hasek to tend goal. But Wirtz re- 
fused to part with the $5 million or $10 million— 
stories vary here—and Hasek was eventually dealt 
to Buffalo, where he does such things as post six 
shutouts in December as he did this season. 

But perhaps even more ironic than Tretiak’s be- 
leaguered visage was that the medal-round team 
with the fewest NHL players—the Czech Republic 
had only 12—won its first gold medal in hockey in 
the first Olympics that featured the NHLs 
takeover of the Winter Games. 

And the guy who took over was Hasek, plain 
and simple. 


<= & SQRRLNS 


he NHUs reigning MVP started the win- 
or-die round with a 3-1 beating of the 
United States. Next game, he wiped out 
the rest of North America, eliminating 
Canada with a 2-1 win in which he was perfect 
in a shootout. 

And then came last Sunday against the Rus- 
sians, when he was brilliant in making a third-pe- 
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riod goal by Philadel- 
phia defenseman Petr 
Svoboda stand up for 
a 1-0 masterpiece in 
the gold medal game. 

“It feels great,” 
Hasek said. “I don’t 
know what else to 
say. This is the 
greatest moment of 
my hockey career. 

“I don’t know if 
you get money for 
this win, but I don’t 
care. I play for the 
country where they 
taught me to play 
hockey. It was maybe 
my last chances to 
win something big.” 

And he won it big- 
time, making 20 
saves and altering the 
psyche of Russian 
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BEGINNING TO END: 
1 ] 
Hasek finished the lage ae 
Olympics thesame way; front of a flag- 
he mae them—with waving,  standing- 
4 shutout. room only crowd in 
Nagano’s Big Hat 


Arena that included the Japanese emperor, a large 
delegation of Czech athletes and NHL commis- 
sioner Gary Bettman and NHL players association 
chief Bob Goodenow, both looking like they got 
some bad borscht at a game that they and CBS 
desperately had hoped would feature the United 
States and Canada. 

“We did not send a ‘Dream Team,’ ” Bettman 
reiterated. “We made it a Dream Tournament, 
where any of the six teams with some of the 125 
NHL players could've won it. 

“People in North America are equating the suc- 
cess of their teams with the success of the 
Olympic tournament.” 


uccess apparently is in the eyes of the be- 
holder. 
If you were looking for good hockey, 
this wasn't it. Dramatic, yes. Good hockey, 
no, because the Czechs looked as though they 
were playing for the shootout from the start of the 
game, and perhaps since the start of the Games, 
and maybe even since the NHL agreed to play in 
the Olympics in 1996. 
When you have “The Dominator,” that’s the 
way you play it. 
“We knew if there was one shot in their net, we 
had a chance,” Czech coach Slava Lener said. 
And Hasek was on, really on, from the start, 
robbing Valeri Kamensky from point-black range 
with a sliding pad save and then smothering a de- 
flection by Alexei Zhamnov minutes into the 
game. 
Without question, Hasek’s greatest save came 
midway through the second period, when the 
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Russians started getting passes into the slot. 
One of them came to Andrei Kovalenko, 
who was wide open at the post. Kovalenko 
darted out and clearly had Hasek dead, 
but the acrobatic, double-jointed goalie 
flopped, looking like a snow angel, and 
stoned Kovalenko. 

“I wasn’t counting,” Hasek said when 
asked how many tough saves he thought 
he made. “My job is to stop them. We 
scored one goal, so I had to have a 
shutout.” 

Simple as that. 

“We tried to play in his face,” Russian 
center Alexei Yashin said. “We tried to put 
someone in front of him, but we didn’t get 
a lot of shots through.” 

Only one shot got through, period. 

Svoboda took a pass from Martin Pro- 
chaska at the left point, waited to make a 


A no-go in Nagano 


embarrassed. 

“We just never jelled,” Brett Hull said. “We thought we were 
going to be invincible.” 

Instead, the U.S. team found a hungry pack of challengers, 
eager to bump off the uppity Americans. And Team USA, 
unaccustomed to being stalked, wasn’t ready to defend the 
championship won in ’96. 

And a substantial chunk of the blame goes to U.S. coach Ron 
Wilson, who didn’t put enough emphasis on the preliminary 
games. The U.S. needed to take more energy and urgency into the 
opening match against Sweden. That 4-2 loss was a jolt to Team 
USA's confidence. 

The U.S. started slowly and never caught up. 


day later. 


important to Canada than 
America. And this 
tournament was more 
important to Canadian 
players and staff, who 
planned meticulously for 
the Nagano tournament 
(down to sending a group 
of junior players on a test 
run to Japan to get a 
reading on the effects of 
jet lag, Japanese food, 
water, climate, etc.) 

“In a tournament like 
this, where you have to 
throw everybody together, 
it’s important to develop 
the chemistry right away,” 
Bill Guerin said. “For 
whatever reason, we had 
trouble clicking here.” 

Indeed, the intangibles 
worked against Team USA, 
but there were also some 
practical hockey reasons 
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After winning the World Cup in 1996, Team USA assumed it would roll into 
the Olympics and have the same success. Its overall effort was fine—no 
players dogged it—but a greater effort was required, and that’s part of the 
reason the United States came home from Nagano without a medal and 


“You people need to give more respect to the other teams that are here,” 
Wilson said after the loss to the Czech Republic that eliminated Team USA. 

Wilson should have followed his advice. He didn’t have his team ready. He 
also complained about not having the time to work with the players to make 
adjustments necessary for the larger ice surface—only to cancel a practice a 


The Americans worked harder as the tournament wore on but still 
underestimated the intensity level. They underestimated what the Olympics 
meant to the Europeans. They underestimated what revenge meant to 
Canada, which ached from the World Cup loss to the U.S. Hockey is more 


‘We played 
well in spurts,’ 
LeClair said. 
‘The only thing 
missing was 
goals,’ 


“| didn’t stop enough pucks, and | don’t feel good about that,” Richter said. 
“| felt great in every game, but | didn’t get the job done. Those guys did.” 

@ Loose defense. It started in the first game, when three U.S. players 
chased Sweden's Peter Forsberg behind the net; he passed out front to an 
open teammate for a ridiculously easy goal. Brian Leetch (minus-4) had an 
awful tournament. And the big American defensemen never used their size; 
opposing players never paid the price for parking in front of the net. 

@ Playmaking. With the possible exception of Doug Weight, the centers on 
Team USA were primarily shooters, not passers. Modano, Jeremy Roenick 
and Pat LaFontaine combined for two assists in four games. This team 
needed a clever center who could take advantage of the extra space behind 


the United States failed to medal in Nagano: 
@ The system. Wilson had the United States playing up-and-down, end-to- 
end hockey. it was the wrong approach on a larger surface against more 
conservative opponents. The more successful formula—used by Canada and 
the Europeans—was to send in one forechecker, keep the other forwards 
back, play cautiously and pounce on mistakes. 
“They’re real conservative over here,” said Mike Modano of the more 


play, had no option and drove a 55-foot 
slap shot through a screen and past 
Mikhail Shtalenkov’s left ear at 8:08 of 
the third period. 

Hasek made it stand up, and it was 
party night in Prague. And party morning. 

“There will be thousands of people in 
Prague celebrating,” Hasek said. “It's early 
in the morning there, and cold in the 
middle of wintertime, but they watched 
the game on a big TV and they are very 
happy now.” TSN 


Steve Rosenbloom is a columnist for the 
Chicago Tribune. 


A GRIPPING AFTERMATH: Jaromir Jagr and 
a clearly disappointed Wayne Gretzky 
shake hands after the Czechs beat Canada 
in the semifinals. 


KATHY WILLENS / AP 


successful teams. “They don’t take chances, don’t get spread 
out.” 

Added Hull: “If we had our druthers, next time we would 
probably play that 1-4 system and play a conservative style. It 
works In this kind of tournament. Look at how Canada changed.” 

@ Goaltending. Mike Richter didn’t come close to duplicating 
his superb play in the World Cup. He just didn’t make many big 
Saves, and his save percentage was a horrible .849. He was no 
match for Sweden’s Tommy Salo, Canada’s Patrick Roy and the 
Czech Republic’s Dominik Hasek. The United States lost three of 
four games despite outshooting the opposition 131-94. 


the goal. 

@ Finishing. Hull was 
held to two goais, but at 
feast he scored. John 
LeClair and Keith 
Tkachuk—who have four 
50-goal seasons between 
them—didn’t score once. 

“We played well in 
spurts,” LeClair said. “The 
only thing missing was 
goals.” 

That’s a preity big 
shortcoming, Wilson said. 
“If your best players don’t 
score, or the ones you 
expect to score don’t 
score, you're not going to 
win many hockey games.” 

—Bernie Miklasz 


BY THE BOARDS: The 
U.S. underestimated the 
intensity and blew its 

chance in the Olympics. 


TODD WARSHAW / ALLSPORT 


The Dream Team concept 
works great for Olympic basket- 
ball but, as we learned last 
week, not so great for hockey. 
And although plans are going 
full speed for the NBA in 
Sydney in September of 2000, 
will we see Barry Bonds and 
Mark McGwire in a Team USA 
uniform facing Pedro Martinez 
of the Dominican Republic? 

In a word, no. The Interna- 
tional Baseball Association (IBA) 
voted in 1996 to allow profes- 
sional players to participate in 
future Olympics, but the timing 
of the Sydney games makes it 
impossible for major leaguer 
players to take part and difficult 
even for high-profile minor lea- 
guers to participate. 

“With that being pennant 
time, it would be very hard to 
fathom,” says Paul Seiler, the di- 
rector of national team baseball 
operations for USA Baseball, 
“and not just for the US. players. 
It impacts foreign major league 
players who might want to play 
for their countries. Even with 
the top minor leaguers, you 
have to deal with the possibility 
of September call-ups.” 

Some minor league players 
might be available, because the 
minor league season extends 
only into early September, but 
the extent of professional partici- 
pation remains an open question 
that may not be answered until 


As good 
as it gets 


The U.S. team came 


* 2004 Olympics will 


LK 
] 


mid-1999. 

USA Baseball says it | 
will take about 12 to 
15 months to sort it all 
out among Major 
League Baseball, the 
Major League Baseball 
Players Association and 
the National Associa- 
tion, but the outcome 
seems apparent. Team 
USA 2000 still will be 
made up largely of the 
nation’s top collegiate 
players. 

But what about 
beyond that? The 


be played in Athens in 
July, leaving the possi- 
bility that Major League Base- 
ball would disrupt its schedule 
and allow pro ballplayers to par- 
ticipate. 

“I wouldn’t even begin that 
analysis process until we see 
what happens with hockey this 
year and what happens in 
2000,” players association exec- 
utive Don Fehr told Murray 
Chass of The New York Times. 
“It’s vastly premature, but that’s 
the goal.” 

That’s the good news. Interna- 
tional competition is a goal 
players and owners agree on. 
Fehr says one possibility the fans 
might see before Olympic com- 
petition is a World Cup type of 
tournament similar to soccer. 


NAGANO NOTEBOOK 


Pa ee a ne aioe 
OU’RE OUT: Top amateurs like 
may not get to participate in later Games. 


‘Billy Koch 


“There’s a shared commit- 
ment to broaden internationally 
in a number of different ways, 
and the Olympics is one, but 
only one,” Fehr says. “I would 
expect serious consideration to 
be given to participating in any 
number of events.” 

But by the time that happens 
it may be too late for the likes of 
Bonds, 33, and McGwire, 34. 
But there are plenty of young 
stars who could find themselves 
in international competition. 
Imagine: Jason Dickson of Team 
Canada facing Nomar Garcia- 
parra of Team USA; or Jose 
Cruz Jr. of Team Puerto Rico 
facing Jeremi Gonzalez of Team 
Venezuela. 


men have the Super 
Bowl, the World Series 
the Stanley Cup and the 
1 NBA championship,” 


home with 13 medals—six gold—matching the 
Americans’ previous best Winter Games perfor- 
mance in Lillehammer. Take women out of the 
picture and the total shrinks to five and two, re- 
spectively—not enough to trump South Korea. 

The four women’s gold medals were won by 
Tara Lipinski in figure skating, Nikki Stone in 
aerials, Picabo Street in the Super G, and the 
hockey team. 

In Olympic sports in this country, women 
have the momentum, and what’s stirring is not 
that they win but how they win—with emotion, 
pure Olympic emotion. As they did in Atlanta in 
’96, the U.S. women dominated 

Says USOC director Dick Schultz: “I think this 
indicates the commitment that has been made 
in the United States since 1976 to the develop- 
ment of athletics for women. ... If we continue to 
develop our programs along with the high 
schools and colleges, this really opens some 
wonderful opportunities for young girls.” 

Hockey player Lisa Brown-Miller, says she 
knows why women do so well. “Back home, 


she says. “We don’t have anything like that. For 
us, there will never be anything comparable.” 


Dominator, King 


Dominik Hasek’s pressure-packed, mind- 
blowing performance in the shootout against 
Canada—in which he stopped Theo Fleury, Ray 
Bourque, Joe Nieuwendyk, Eric Lindros and 
Brendan Shanahan—brings to mind another 
mind-blowing display of individual athleticism: 
Carl Hubbell in the 1934 All-Star Game, 
striking out, in order, Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig 
Jimmie Foxx, Al Simmons and Joe Cronin. 


Gold mine 


Tara Lipinski, you’ve just won a gold medal. 
What are you going to do next? Make a ton of 
money, that’s what. Winning a gold in her first 
Olympics ensures Lipinski a consistent stream of 
commercial opportunities during at least the 
next four years. Figure skating agent Michael 
Rosenberg estimates Lipinski could make $10 
million to $12 million over the next four years. 


More Winter Olympics at www.sportingnews.com/winterolympics AOL keyword: TSN 


inside 


OLYMPIC VILLAGE RUMBLINGS AND WHISPERS 
Let's see. An earthquake. Fog, wind, snow 
and rain. Delayed events. Rampant flu. 
Athletes acting like frat boys. The Games in 
Nagano were a disaster, right? Not according 
to IOC president Juan Antonio Samaranch. He 
called them “the best organization in the 
history of the Winter Olympic Games.” 
Funny. He didn’t say anything nice about 
Atlanta. ... Nagano staged the biggest Winter 
Games ever, with 2,339 athletes from 72 
countries and territories. Japan’s final tab: 
roughly $13 billion. ... Was that big swoosh in 
Nagano the symbol of CBS selling out or the 
sound of CBS’ ratings 
going downhill? ... Salt 


| Lake City, the host for 


the 2002 Winter 

Games, staged a 

puzzling presentation in 

the closing ceremonies 

featuring horses, a 

stage coach and a giant 

rock. Here’s some news 

it can use: The USOC’s 

final daily newsletter 

from Nagano included 

a handful of awards. Its 

prize for the greatest 

technological 

innovation of the presence felt. 
Games: Heated toilet seats. ... Cammi Granato 
was given the honor of carrying the US. flag 
for the American delegation in the closing 
ceremonies. You'll be able to see her again 
next week on a Wheaties box, along with 14 
of her teammates. Alas, five members of the 
team are college athletes, and endorsements 
are against NCAA rules. So you won't see 
Jenny Schmidgall, Tara Mounsey, Sara 
DeCosta, A.J. Mleczko and Angela Ruggeiro. 
“I'm kind of jealous,” Schmidgall says. “But I 
still know it’s my team, and I wouldn't want 
to take this away from anyone else. The 
picture is really great. In spirit, we’re all on 
that box.” ... Finally, comedian Dennis Miller 
on how to make the bobsled interesting: 
“One word,” he says. “Intersections.” 
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= A day in the life 


But KEN HITCHCOCK of the Dallas Stars isn’t just any NHL coach. He lists family, golf and 
Ty the Civil War as his three passions away from the game. He never played in the league, 
not even close. And he might never have been named Tue Sportive News’ NHL Coach of the 
a Year in 1996-97 unless he made a personal commitment to change his lifestyle, resulting 

in nearly a 50 percent loss in weight. And did we tell you he took over a last-place team 
two years ago and now has that franchise perched atop the NHL standings? 


“In the 17 years I've been in the NHL, Ive played for Jacques 
Lemaire, Pat Burns, Jacques Demers, Mike Keenan and Ken 
Hitchcock, and the job has changed from coach to baby sitter, 
teacher, nursemaid, butt kicker, teacher, motivational instructor to 
endless hours of tedium. Ken Hitchcock is part cheerleader like eee 
Demers, he’s part cop like Burns and part teacher like Lemaire. eee 
He’s the best of all of them.” Sere 


—Guy Carbonneau, Stars’ two-time Stanley Cup winner in Montreal 


= 


the 


aie th 
ae n mi 


A replay ona TV in. itch 
close Stars center Joe Neciete 


play doesn’t escape the coach's - 
NHL players who did not go to 
a week off before they had to report cto : 
teams. It’s 9 a.m. on February 18 at the ‘Stan t 
tice rink in Valley Ranch, but the players are now 
to be found yet. I didn’t even see new coach 
Gailey’s car outside of the Cowboys’ practice field 
few blocks away. But Hitchcock and assistant co Ss 
es Doug Jarvis and Rick Wilson are hard at work 
preparing for what will be a long day, one that won't 
end for them until about 9 p.m. 
Wilson walks into Hitchcock’s office with the med- 
ical reports from the team’s first day back at practice. 
He reports that left winger Greg Adams, defenseman 
Richard Matvichuk and goaltender Ed Belfour—all of 
whom were out of the lineup with injuries before the cock 
Olympic break—have the doctor’s permission to play. will be a brisk 40-minute 
Wilson catches a glimpse of Lehtinen’s goal-mouth workout. This is not like oe Ie 
setup to Teemu Selanne for a goal in Finland’s 2-1 
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of an NHL coach 


= By Larry Wigge 


Everything =pac ‘ 
of play the Stars used to forge a six-po! 0 
their nearest competition (the Red Wings, Devils 
and Avalanche) in the overall NHL standings at the 
Olympic break. When asked about his team’s 
remaining schedule, Hitchcock points out that 
although it calls for a lot of one-day trips 
down the stretch, he likes the fact that 
there are plenty of off-days for older 
players like Carbonneau, Ludwig, Dave 
Reid and Belfour. 
“We are kind of an unusual team,” 
he says, “in that 10 players are 32 
and older and 12 players are 27 
and under. Detroit’s nucleus, for 
instance, is in the 27-31 range. 
The only player we have in that 
grouping is Joe Nieuwendyk (31). 
The 27-and-under players give 
us reason to believe we are 
going to be good for a long time. 
The 32-and-older players give us 
experience and leadership. 
= ; “When you get to the play- 
offs, you win with players like 
Carbonneau and Ludwig bring- 
ing enthusiasm to their game, 
and the rest of the players will 
follow. I've always felt that you 
can play perfectly sound, play 
any system to a ‘T’, but if you 
don’t play with enthusiasm, you 
don’t win.” 
When Hitchcock succeeded gen- 
eral manager Bob Gainey as Dallas 
coach midway through the 1995-96 
season, the team was stuck in neutral. 
Or worse. It was in last place in the 
Central Division. There was no direction, 
no commitment, no veteran leadership. 
“T felt like I was coming and going, coming 
and going. I said, ‘If I'm tired and not getting 
anything out of the practices, how must the 
players feel?’ ” says Hitchcock, who had been 
coach of the Stars’ Kalamazoo, Mich., farm team of 
the International Hockey League at the time. “So we 
devised quick, structured practices so that we don’t 
burn out the players and give them the blahs. 
“Yes, I know all of those instruction manuals tell 


— Photo By Robert Seale 


t’s 12:45 p.m., and I'm in th 
front seat of Hitchcock's burnt red Explore 
heading for a Coppell (Texas) Chamber o 
Commerce luncheon. Hitchcock, a Coppe 
resident, is the featured speaker. The topic i 
leadership and direction. 

Hitchcock takes a lot of ribbing from the Sia 
telecast team of Ralph Sirangis and Daryl Reaugt 
for having an 0-12 record as a coach in All-Sta 
Games. They wonder if Hitchcock’s coaching one 
broadcast team to victory against another the 
night before means he’s no longer looking for his 
first victory. It’s decided there were no stars in that 
game. “After about five minutes,” Hitchcock teils 
the gathering, “I started asking the players before 
I sent them over the boards if they had thei 
health care paid up.” The crowd roars. 

Afterward, Coppell mayor Candy Sheehan comes 
up to Hitchcock to thank him for what he and his 
team have done for the community. She says people 
normally don't want their kids out on the streets, bu 
that it’s great to see boys and girls on nearly eve 
street playing roller hockey. 

“I have two boys,” she says, “and one of them is 
the best wheelchair goalie around.” A tear is in 
her eye as she shakes the coach’s right hand. 

On the way back to the practice facility, 
Hitchcock speaks proudly of the fact that only four 
Dallas-Fort Worth high schools had hockey teams 
one year earlier and now there are 32. He's also 
touched by the 600 people who show up every 
Monday and Thursday at how-to-skate classes. 

And to think Hitchcock's success with the Stars— 
or any team—wasn’'t even a dream of his in 1990, 
when he weighed 475 pounds and was being 
warned by his junior league players that he was 
going too fast for a man his size. He needed to lose 
weight and did, working as hard at shedding 
pounds and learning to eat right as he did in post- 
ing .700-or-better winning percentages in four of 
his six seasons with the Kamloops, B.C., juniors. 
Hitchcock now weighs 245 pounds. 

I had to kid him about the beef and rich siraw- 
berry dessert he had at the luncheon and how for- 
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TSN Free 
Agents 


Basketball 


Basketball Free Agents who can be claimed after 
2PM on Monday, March 2nd, and before 9 PM 
on Sunday, March 8th, and be on your team for 
games beginning Monday, March 9th. 

POID PLAYER / TEAM SALARY 
G 140 John Stockton, Utah.....+++ $3,440,000 
G 167 Bob Sura, Cleveland ...+..+++ 94,570,000 
F 324 Detlef Schrempf, Seattle .... $2,610,000 
F 353 Kevin Willis, Houston ..+++++ 91,840,000 
C 509 Shawn Bradley, Dallas .......$3,270,000 


Hockey Free Agents who can be claimed after 9 AM 
on Friday, March 6th, and before 9 PM on Thursday, 
March 12th, and be on your team for games beginning 
Friday, March 13th. 


POID PLAYER/ TEAM SALARY 
G 5 John Vanbiesbrouck, Florida .. .$2,340,000 
C 128 Joe Nieuwendyk, Dallas.....».94,510,000 
W401 Jaromir Jagr, Pittsburgh ..... $9,300,000 
W544 Gino Odjick, Vancouver....++++.$830,000 
D 874 Mark Tinordi, Washington .......9720,000 
D 946 Richard Pilon, NY Islanders .....9370,000 


TSN Fantasy CHALLENGE 
LEADERS IN THE 
RACE FOR THE CASH! 


$10,000 Hoops 
CASH GRAND PRIZE 
LEADERS THRU 2/15 


Marc Hewitt 

Terry / Tom Delikat 
Steven Wilson 
Senour/ Allen 

Gary Myas 

Tom Dudman 
Keith Dunham 
Alex Shaw 

Keith Schoose 
Griff / Goltz 


St Joseph, MI 
Brandon, FL 

San Jose, CA 
Glen Gardner, Nd 
Stockton, CA 


San Antonio, TX 
Long Beach, CA 
Bayside, NY 


Seon ouawun= 


$10,000 HocKEY 
CASH GRAND PRIZE 
LEADERS THRU 2/12 


Encinitas,CA 
»»..»Port Huron, MI 


Longmore/Bailey 

Francis Gagnon Lachine, QUE 
Doug Fitzer Commerce, MI 
Andrew Marhevko ....Hazel Park, MI 
Kirk/Sebastian 

Michael Cascio . .New Hyde Park, NY 
Randoph Rogge ....Grand Rapids, MI 


SOMINMUMhON= 
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mer Oiler Marchment might get ammunition from that, 
since he once ridiculed the coach for not having the 
respect of his players. Marchment said then that 
Hitchcock should stick to eating HoHo’s. 

“I had to go to the 7-Eleven to find out what they 
were,” Hitchcock says, jokingly. “We didn’t have HoHo’s 
in Canada. ... But we did have DingDongs.” 


f it’s 3:05 in Coppell, then Emily, Noah and Alex are 

home from school. And if it’s 3:10, Hitchcock’s step- 

sons are likely playing hockey with anywhere from 

four to 14 neighborhood kids. “My wife, Nancy, is the 
commissioner of the league,” Hitchcock says, smiling. 
“They even have road trips. It’s great.” 

On this day there’s a new goalie, a Patrick Roy 
wannabe named Ken. Only Ken’s five-hole is a little big- 
ger than Roy’s. 

Hitchcock, 46, says family, golf and the Civil War are 
his three favorite interests away from work. He says he’s 
a 12-handicap golfer (“I was a 1 when I was 16,” he 
says), and Civil War magazines line the shelves in his 
office. I spot an invitation to join in a Gettysburg Ride by 
Colonel Wayne P. Samuelson of Lewisburg, Pa. 

“I got involved in the Civil War when I was an assis- 
tant coach with the Flyers (1990-91 through ’92-93),” 
Hitchcock says. “I’ve been on re-enactments of the bat- 
tles at Gettysburg and Richmond with a gun in my hand 
and crawling along the ground of those battlefields.” 


Hitchcock owns four front-page newspaper articles of 
: formula of all—the highest potential. They have made a 


the Civil War valued at $14,000 apiece and has a book 
collection of nearly 100 that would sell for $1,500 to 
$2,000 each. 


fter about three hours with his family, it’s back 
to selling the game again. This time it’s at the 
second annual Dallas Stars coaching clinic, 
where 75 area coaches gather to learn tips 
from Hitchcock, Jarvis, Wilson and Stars strength and 
conditioning coach J.J. McQueen. Tapes, diagrams, film 
clips and speeches are followed by on-ice instruction. 
Wilson takes the coaches through one-on-one shoot- 
ing drills, Jarvis handles man-on-man and defensive zone 
coverages and Hitchcock demonstrates angling and gap 
control in forechecking and backchecking schemes. 
It wasn’t long before one of the coaches piped up. 
“Tve got this player who waves his stick and looks real 
busy when he is trying to check someone,” explains one, 
named Arthur. “But he gets burned a lot.” 
“Is this what you mean?” asks Hitchcock, who is 
swinging his stick wildly from side to side. 
Coach Arthur nods. 
“Well,” says Hitchcock, “look at how my weight shifts 
from side to side when I wave the stick. If I’m a forward, 
I'd love to play against a youngster like that because I'd 


Coach’s 


trouble without meaning it.” 


Another suspense 
thriller? 


The name Hitchcock is synonymous with suspense. 


And Ken Hitchcock isn’t ready to admit the Stanley Cup is 


Dallas’ for the taking. Not just yet anyway. 
“To me, this is as wide open as I’ve ever seen a playoff 
race,” he says. “There are more teams with the potential 


; to win—or more important, the potential to upset—than 
: ever. The top-echelon teams—Detroit, Colorado, New 


Jersey, Philadelphia, Dallas and St. Louis—have more 


consistency. It’s not talent that separates those teams 
: from Washington, Pittsburgh, Montreal, Phoenix and a 


couple of other teams. 
“We may be in first place now, but except for Detroit 


and Colorado—the teams that won the Stanley Cup the 


last two years—I consider the rest of us chasers.” 
Here’s how Hitchcock views the competition: 
Detroit. “Speed, skill and still winning without 


Viadimir Konstantinov and Sergei Fedorov. It’s an 


amazing story, showing that the Red Wings have a win- 
ning attitude no one else has.” 

® Colorado. “Speed, money goaltender and a great 
confidence in the way they play. So much so that they 


often play a high-risk game on offense and still win.” 


@ New Jersey. “Discipline, well-coached, big, very big. 


And don’t forget about that great goaltender, Martin 
: Brodeur.” 


® Philadelphia. “The Flyers have the most important 


lot of good changes since going to the Stanley Cup finals 
last spring. The difference with the Flyers is they havea 
gear they haven’t gone into yet, just like Detroit last year, 
.. And, no, | don’t think the Flyers absolutely, positively 


have to get a new goaltender.” 


@ St. Louis. “Two different forms of speed—one being 
a hard-skating style and the other the speed coming with 


the best puck movement in the league, led by a dominant 


group of defensemen. They just murder us. ... And, of 


i course, they have Grant Fuhr in goal.” 


B Dallas. “We have what | would call a strong commu- 
nication and identification level—and energy heading 


into the playoffs. What worries me, however, is that we 

: area little fragile physically, having already had 10 joint 
: injuries this season—including seven knee injuries and 
: three shoulder injuries. That’s another reason why we 

: don’t want to burn out our players, making them vuiner- 
? able to more injuries.” —Larry Wigge 


have him off-balance all night, don’t you think?” 
Nearly 12 hours after his day began, Ken Hitchcock is 
still coaching. And selling the game he loves. TSN 


Associate editor Larry Wigge covers hockey for THE 
SPORTING NEWS. 


back from Nagano on a high than 


check list 


Here are five things Stars coach 
Ken Hitchcock says to watch for 
after the Olympic break (Larry 
Wigge’s take is in parentheses): 

v “I think the lower-tier teams, 
the ones on the bubble, will be 
playing with more urgency.” (Keep 
an eye on the Rangers, with John 
Muckler replacing Colin Campbell 
as coach.) 

¥ “Look for two to four more 
power plays each game. The NHL 
sent us a tape with all of the ob- 
struction calls they’re going to 
make, and they wouldn’t go to this 


(Teams like the Stars and Devils, 
who are the best five-on-five teams 
in the league, will be hurt by this.) 

¥ “Don’t be surprised if bubble 
teams that don’t do well early after 
the break auction off a lot of key 
players to the contenders and get 
ready for next season.” (If the 
Rangers fail, look for Detroit and 
Colorado, for instance, to try to ac- 
quire players such as Adam 
Graves, Ulf Samuelsson and Mike 
Keane.) 

¥ “I really expect a lot of great 
hockey from an emotional level— 
different from the usual blahs we 
see from some teams down the 
stretch.” (More players will come 


on a low—even the Americans.) : 

¥ “I think it will be a hell of a 
challenge for teams that had a lot 
of players in the Olympics to be 
able to regain their momentum, es- 
pecially when you consider there 
are teams out there that had few 
players in the Olympics and are 
ready to roll. For us it will be a 
short-term problem to get up to 
speed, but with our veterans re- 
freshed it will mean a long-term 
benefit to us in the playoffs.” (San 
Jose, with just Marcus Ragnarsson, 
will be able to get together quicker 
than Colorado, which had nine 
players in the Olympics and Dallas, 
which had six.) 


A Wing and a prayer 
give Hurricanes hope 


he Carolina Hurricanes gave away 20 new cars in a des- 
perate attempt to increase attendance at their Greensboro, 
N.C., home-away-from-home. The promotion, at a cost of 


$230,000, helped the team’s 

average attendance rise from 
8,600 to almost 10,000. But the only 
real solution to making a go of it in Car- 
olina is to pay the price and build a 
winner—and the six-year, $38 million 
offer sheet tendered to free-agent center 
Sergei Fedorov is the first step. 

“Come on, $26 million up front,” 
Rangers star Wayne Gretzky says. “Are 
you sure it wasn’t the Charlotte Hornets 
who made the offer?” 

Simple math averages the deal out to 
$6.33 million per year, which wouldn’t 
be unreasonable for the defending 
Stanley Cup-champion Red Wings to 
match. But the offer was set up in a way 
that should discourage that from hap- 
pening. 

Only $12 million of the $38 million 
total is Fedorov's base salary. The rest will 
be paid through bonuses—$14 million up- 
front and $12 million in deferred pay- 
ments over the next four years, beginning 
in 1998-99. Here’s the catch: A clause in 
the contract states that Fedorov will 
receive the entire $12 million deferred 
bonus-or whatever has yet to be paid—in 
a lump sum if his team reaches the con- 
ference finals. 

The Hurricanes (21-29-6) are unlikely 
to enjoy that kind of success any time 
soon. But the Red Wings (31-15-12) are 
Cup contenders again this season. And if 
the Red Wings were to match, Fedorov 
might be in position to take home $28 
million by July 1—only $500,000 less than 
Detroit's entire payroll this season. 

The Red Wings’ options: 

@ Match and maybe throw the team’s salary 
structure out of whack—a team that doesn’t 
believe any player should make more than Steve 
Yzerman at $5.08 million.— 

@ Take five meaningless first-round draft 
choices as compensation. 

@ Make a trade—the most obvious solution. 

If the Red Wings match and discover that Fe- 
dorov, who had asked to be traded, is unmanage- 
able because he doesn’t really want to be in De- 
troit, they will have to wait a full year to trade 
him. In other words, the Hurricanes will pick up a 
dynamic star who, at age 28, already has six 30- 
goal seasons and a league most valuable player 
award—1993-94, when he recorded 56 goals 
and 64 assists. Fedorov also led the Red Wings in 
playoff scoring from 1995 through 1997. 

Compensation? Only Hurricanes center Keith 
Primeau and defenseman Glen Wesley are 
untouchables, so the Hurricanes clearly are in a 


HURRICANE WARNING: Fedorov will give Carolina 
a star presence the team badly needs. 


position of power—and Detroit knows it won't get 
an equal return. 

Look for the Red Wings, who could use help on 
defense, to settle for a defenseman like Adam Burt 
and a winger like Martin Gelinas. The Wings also 
want a center to replace Fedorov, maybe Craig 
MacDonald, a fourth-round 1996 pick who is play- 
ing for the Canadian national team and is consid- 
ered Carolina’s top prospect. Or they could opt for 
a first-round 1998 draft pick. 

“All I want to do is regain my life in the NHL,” 
Fedorov says. “I was tired of waiting for the Red 
Wings to do something.” 

Fedorov had asked for $6 million per season 
before the recent signing spree of star players, but 
the Wings countered with $4.5 million. After Eric 
Lindros and Paul Kariya raised the bar and © 
Fedorov asked for $7 million, the Wings wouldn’t 
go higher than $5 million. When other teams 
began to talk about signing the center to an offer 
sheet, Detroit raised its offer to $5.5 million. 
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Six weeks ago, Fedorov, who had been ridiculed 
by several of his Russian teammates, said he never 
wanted to play for the Red Wings again. About 
that time, Hurricanes G.M. Jim Rutherford got 
approval from owner Peter Karmanos, a longtime 
enemy of Red Wings owner Mike Ilitch in several 
non-hockey ventures, to begin negotiating a trade 
for Fedorov—even though Karmanos says he 
expects to lose $25 million this season. 

When the Islanders submitted a seven-year, $42 
million offer sheet, which Fedorov turned down 
because too much money was deferred, that pro- 
vided a signal for the Hurricanes to stop trying to 
trade for Fedorov and start working on an offer 
sheet the Red Wings would not be able to match. 

So what does this do to the balance of power in 
the NHL? And what would a star like Fedorov 
want with a team eight games below .500 and 
seven points out of playoff position when, had he 
waited, a team like the Capitals might have sub- 
mitted an offer sheet? 

It is clear Fedorov wants to be the go-to guy, like 
he was in 1993-94 when Yzerman was injured. 
He knows that won't happen in Detroit with 
Yzerman and Brendan Shanahan around. Fedorov 
also wants a fresh start away from coach Scotty 
Bowman, whose philosophies are much different 
than his. 

When this deal finally is consummated, the 
Hurricanes, who have not made a playoff appear- 
ance in five seasons, will become postseason con- 
tenders. “With Sergei and Keith Primeau we would 
not only have the strength down the middle you 
need to win in the NHL, we’d have a force down 
the middle,” coach Paul Maurice says. “Sergei is 
speed and finesse and Keith is speed and physical 
toughness. That’s a combination not many teams 
can match.” 

And the Red Wings? Well, they will be closer to 
defending their Stanley Cup title than they are 
now. This team has shown a remarkable resiliency 
without star defenseman Vladimir Konstantinov 
and Fedorov, but it has been missing the extra gear, 
the extra presence it had last year. 

“We're a stronger team with him,” Yzerman says 
of Fedorov. “We play a lot of close games where we 
kind of wait for that one big goal—and he has had 
a knack for getting it.” 

With that in mind, the Red Wings might be 
more interested in winger Sami Kapanen, who is 
leading the Hurricanes in goals. But Kapanen is 
only 5-10, 170 pounds; Gelinas is 5-11, 195 and 
has the speed and grit Detroit likes. Gelinas also 
totaled 65 goals for Vancouver over the past two 
seasons. Burt is a big (6-2, 207) and steady per- 
former on defense. 

If the Red Wings can’t pick what they need off 
Carolina’s roster, there still is time before the 
March 25 trade deadline to make another deal. 
The Wings have been mentioned as suitors for 
Pittsburgh center Ron Francis and defensemen 

Jyrki Lumme of Vancouver and Ulf Samuelsson of 
the Rangers. All are potential unrestricted free 
agents who could be dealt soon. 

The Red Wings refused to pay the price it some- 
times takes to stay on top in regard to Fedorov. But 
they still have time to make the kind of commit- 
ment the Hurricanes were willing to make. TSN 


Associate editor Larry Wigge covers hockey for 
THE SPORTING NEws. E-mail him at 
wigge@sportingnews.com. 
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(= Mike Keenan 
Let’s play hockey again 


The winter break should give players a renewed vigor, but it will be critical 
to bring Olympians carefully back into the mix for the final 25 games. It’s 
going to be very intense, especially in our conference, where so many teams 
are fighting for playoff spots and you don’t want to burn out the Olympic 
players. I already see a lot more enthusiasm on our team since we acquired 
Peter Zezel from the Devils, Brad May from the Sabres and Bryan McCabe 
and Todd Bertuzzi from the Islanders. There appears to be a new life here. 

Fedorov signing. It’s difficult to assess the long-term impact of signing free 
agents to huge, front-loaded contracts. We saw this earlier with the Rangers’ 
offer for Joe Sakic and the Flyers’ offer for Chris Gratton. And now it’s Sergei 
Fedorov coming in after a season-long holdout. 

Should the league consider action against such contract offers? The 
problem involves legal implications as much as the competitive balance. It’s 
still a matter of free enterprise, so changing the system would be sticky. It’s 
also a difficult issue to address because of the competitive situation the 
owners are in. Peter Karmanos of the Hurricanes, the owner in the Fedorov 
signing, believed the offer would benefit his team by making it more com- 
petitive. The team is new in its market and is trying to build a fan base. Plus, 
it is preparing to move into a new building. 

Olympic crease rule. It was interesting to watch the application of the crease 
rule in the Olympic Games. Fans might have seen the difference. Under 
Olympic rules, players were allowed in the crease as long as they were be- 
hind and away from the goaltenders and were not interfering. It is definitely 
not as clear-cut as we have in the NHL, where there is zero tolerance for 
players in the crease. . 

I believe the league must find a middle ground. You may remember, the 
problem developed because of a lack of respect for goaltenders—several 
goalies were run over and injured. But I think the league went overboard to 
correct this. The trick now is to bring the rule back to something where there 
is a measure of tolerance based on players’ respect of goaltenders. The 


league definitely needs some middle ground on the crease rule. 


Oh shootout? 


Everyone was talking about Dominik 
Hasek’s ability to stop five Canadian 
shooters and give his Czech Republic 
team an upset victory over Canada and 
a spot in the Olympic gold medal game 
against Russia. And, you know what? 
No one complained that the game was 
decided by a shootout. 

The teams had played to a 1-1 reg- 
ulation tie and through a scoreless 
10-minute overtime, triggering the 
same controversial shootout format that 
decided the 1994 Olympic gold medal 
game when Sweden’s Peter Forsberg 
scored and Canada’s Paul Kariya was 
stopped. This time, Robert Reichel was 
the only Czech Republic shooter to 
score against Patrick Roy; Hasek stoned 
Theo Fleury, Ray Bourque, Joe 
Nieuwendyk, Eric Lindros and Brendan 
Shanahan in a spectacular effort. 

Purists say there is no place in the 
game for a shootout; that 20 guys get a 
team through regulation and five guys— 
or maybe even one—should not decide 
the outcome in a skills competition. 

But the controversy after the Czech- 
Canadian game wasn’t over the 
shootout but rather Canadian coach 
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Marc Crawford's decision not to use 
Wayne Gretzky, the greatest goal-scor- 
er in NHL history. 

Gretzky shrugged off his exclusion, 
saying he has never been good on 
breakaways, anyway. But The Great 
One did express some opinions—most- 
ly positive—about the use of the 
shootout format in the NHL. 

“The five-minute overtime does 
nothing for our game,” Gretzky says, 
referring to regular-season play and the 
tendency for overtime games to end in 
boring ties. “League officials keep try- 
ing to figure out ways to open up the 
game—by breaking traps. Maybe going 
to a shootout would make teams not 
play for ties on the road. And maybe it 
wouldn’t be so bad to have a team sign 
a guy because he’s good on break- 
aways. He'd be like the designated hit- 
ter in baseball.” 

But Gretzky views the playoffs dif- 
ferently. “There’s something really spe- 
cial about a 3-3 game that goes into a 
third, a fourth or even a fifth overtime— 
with the best team winning,” he says. 
“There’s something special about hav- 
ing competition to decide a game in the 
playoffs instead of having a skills con- 
test.” 


e@ @ FRONT OFFICE 
dich. Teens 


“If the Olympics are too tough and grueling on our players, the 
rest doesn’t matter,” says NHL senior vice president Steve 
Solomon when asked about the possibility of the league shutting 
down again for the 2002 Olympics at Salt Lake City. “We'll look 
at the wear and tear on our players to see the impact it will have 
on the balance of our season and playoffs. That’s our first 
consideration.” You can bet your house that prime-time TV ratings 
will make it a must. «.. Nagano wasn’t the NHUs first and last stop 
in Japan. The Sharks and Flames will open their 1998-99 seasons 
with October 10 and 11 games in Tokyo. ... So how close was Patil 
Kariya to being cleared for play in the Olympic Games after 
suffering a concussion February 1 in Chicago? Kariya still is 
suffering from dizziness and headaches. He definitely will miss the 
Mighty Ducks’ games this 
week in Vancouver and 
Edmonton, and he must 
practice seven days without 
problems to be cleared for the 
rest of the season. He’s not 
even close to that point. ... 
Flames G.M. Al Coates says he 
hasn't spoken to the Sabres 
about center Andrew Cassels. 
He did, however, offer Cassels 
back to Carolina recently. ... 
“What worries me more 
about Canada not getting the 
gold medal is that Dominik Ew ERA: Rising salaries could 
Hasek is going to come back, force Weight out of Edmonton. 
and he’s in our division,” Senators chairman Rod Bryden says of 
Hasek’s Olympic gold medal heroics. ... Oilers officials are afraid 
that Sergei Fedorov’s six-year, $38 million offer sheet will put 
them out of the running to re-sign center Doug Weight. If 
Edmonton fails to get back into contention for a playoff spot, 
insiders say the team could trade Weight back to the Rangers, his 
original team. ... When the Islanders considered firing coach Rick 
Bowness during a 1-13-2 stretch from late December to late 
January, neither Butch Goring nor Doug MacLean were G.M. Mike 
Milbury’s first choice as a replacement as had been widély 
speculated—new Rangers coach John Muckler was Milbury’s 
choice. ... Maple Leafs coach Mike Murphy scoffs at anyone who 
suggests the NHL should go to the wider Olympic ice surface. 
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“The games weren't overpowering or overly entertaining,” he says. 
“Most games were like chess matches.” By the way, the outspoken 
Murphy predicts the new crackdown on obstruction will mean 
20-some special teams situations per game. 


The lone 
Rangers 


Colin Campbell had a team 
featuring Mike Richter, Brian 
Leetch, Wayne Gretzky and Pat 
LaFontaine. It won 17 of 57 games. 
Now, John Muckler is being asked 
to lift this old, slow team of 
underachievers out of the muck. 

It seemed only natural to ask 
G.M. Neil Smith some obvious 
questions: If it wasn’t Campbell’s 
fault that Mark Messier was 
allowed to drift off to Vancouver, or 
that Leetch proved to be ill- 
equipped to fill the leadership void, 
or that Richter suddenly became . 
porous in goal, why was Campbell 
reading the classifieds? 

“The team just stopped listening 
to him,” Smith says. “Maybe the 
players didn’t hear his voice 
anymore. It’s like a marriage, and 
sometimes the marriage just 
breaks down.” 

One day, Smith says he’s hiring 
Muckler, 63, instead of a younger 
Ted Nolan because he’s not ready 
to throw in the towel. The next day, 
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OUT OF RANGE? Muckler doesn’t 
fit a complete youth movement. 


he says this team will not 
challenge for the Stanley Cup this 
year—or even next. 

“| don’t think Colin Campbell 
became stupid in 50 games,” says 
Maple Leafs goaltender Glenn 
Healy, who left the Rangers as a 
free agent last summer. 

If Smith’s intent was to send a 
message to the players, it worked. 


It was heard all the way to Nagano. 


But the missing ingredient might 
not be in the hearts of the current 
players but rather on the sleeve of 
one who got away to Vancouver. 
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See a different game! 


There isn’t an easier way to get to all the great 
ball parks and exciting ball games you've been 


oes” seed planning to see! 


Your Sporting News® Baseball Road Trip 
includes admission to ball games, hotel 
accommodations, transportation to games 
and between cities, tour host, reception, 


souvenir, and more! 
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Golden outlook 


The Avalanche will not have Joe 
Sakic for two to six weeks because 
of a knee injury suffered at the 
Olympic Games; the Coyotes will be 
without Jeremy Roenick because of 
a groin injury he suffered at 
Nagano; and the Mighty Ducks will 
play with a less-than-100 percent 
Teemu Selanne, who pulled a 
stomach muscle in Olympic compe- 
tition. But the pluses far outweigh 
the minuses. 

Here’s a list of players to watch: 

Dominik Hasek, Sabres. He has 
never been able to win in the play- 
offs. A gold medal might help him 
look like a real Dominator now. 

Petr Svoboda, Flyers. He easily was 
the Czech Republic’s best player 
after Hasek. Yes, better than Jaromir 
Jagr. 

Pavel Bure, Canucks. He was ter- 
rific before he went to the Games. 
But his nine Olympic goals and the 
leadership he showed as captain of 
the Russian team suggest he might 
be even better the rest of the way 
for Vancouver. 

Andrei Kovalenko, Oilers. Ed- 
monton officials have wondered 
where their 32-goal scorer from last 
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season has been. Kovalenko might 
have found himself while playing 
for Russia at Nagano. 

Jari Kurri, Avalanche. Yes, he’s old, 
but the goal he scored to help push 
Finland past Canada for the bronze 
medal might light a new fire under 
him before he retires. 

Trevor Linden, Islanders. This 
primer got Linden back to the 
power hockey that had been 
missing from his play for Vancouver 
over the past couple of seasons. 

Rob Blake, Kings. The best de- 
fenseman at Nagano while playing 
for the Canadian team. That high 
level of competition could make Los 
Angeles tougher in the playoffs. 

Mattias Norstrom, Kings. When 
Canada played Sweden, it was 
Norstrom, not Nicklas Lidstrom, 
who was singled out as the key de- 
fenseman to watch. 

Daniel Alfredsson, Senators, At 
Nagano, he found the lost scoring 
touch that Ottawa needs so badly. 

Bad news? For the Devils, whose 
players really didn’t make a state- 
ment. For the Flyers, because Eric 
Lindros didn’t carry Team Canada 
on his back. For the Red Wings, 
whose Olympians delivered good, 
but not great, efforts. 
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The recent 
trading activity 


underscores 
some disturbing & 
problems the 
league must 
address 


By David Moore 


ynics will look at the days 
feu leading up to the NBA 
trading deadline and ar- 
men gue the league is going to 
‘hell in a handbasket. That 


Sa may be true. 

But at least the league’s players 
don’t have to go to Toronto. 

Or Utah. Or any other team foolish 
enough to believe a player it acquires 
in a trade will actually report. 

A league under siege took a few 
more hits this past week. No one 
grabbed authority by the throat, 
choked it and threatened to kill it the 
way Latrell Sprewell did with War- 
riors coach PJ. Carlesimo earlier this 
season. Still, some disturbing trends 
oozed to the surface. 
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Kenny Anderson and Rony Seikaly refused to 
report to the teams they were initially traded to 
(Jazz and Raptors). Members of the rookie class of 
1995-the first under the league’s rookie wage 
scale—continued to be dumped as clubs feared 
losing them to free agency at the end of the 
season. The actions of petulant, spoiled athletes 
again took center stage, and a new, unsavory 
sport appeared: Canada bashing. 

The events led officials around the league to 
wring their hands and lament the destructive path 
the NBA seems to have taken. Jazz owner Larry 
Miller, a member of the committee that will rec- 
ommend whether the league should void its col- 
lective bargaining agreement with the players as- 
sociation at the end of the season, was particularly 
upset. 

“I am very worried about the direction of the 
league,” Miller says. “I think Kenny Anderson and 
maybe Rony Seikaly are indicators that things are 
out of control. The whole notion of a possible 
lockout is that we've lost control of the league as 
owners, and we have to get it back.” 

Have the owners handed control of the sport 
over to their employees, setting the stage for labor 
Armageddon to unfold in five short months? 

The answer is unknown. What is known is that 
every time commissioner David Stern turns 
around, he bumps into another problem that rips 
at the fabric of the sport's success. 
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San Antonio wasn’t the team that Anderson re- 
fused to go to. Toronto was the target of his boy- 
cott. Still, the mere thought of Anderson’s decree 
makes Spurs coach and G.M. Gregg Popovich see 
red. 

“I think (things have gone) over the line,” 
Popovich says. “It’s beyond my comprehension 
how somebody can refuse to report for the 
amount of money that everybody is getting. The 
rules are there for a reason. If you get traded, you 
get traded. 

“It’s called life. Most of the working stiffs in the 
world who have jobs, unlike us, understand that a 
lot more than we in the league. We should all un- 
derstand that. Unfortunately, we don't. It’s non- 
sensical.” 

Popovich isn’t alone in these views. Coaches 
and general managers are universal in their con- 
demnation of last week's events. 

Anderson, true to his defiant word, never set 
foot in Canada and forced a subsequent trade to 
Boston. Seikaly—who later said he didn’t report to 
the Jazz because he was hurt—undercut Utah’s 
championship aspirations by killing a deal that 
would have put him in a Jazz uniform. Min- 
nesota’s Doug West proclaimed he needed a week 
or two to decide if he would play for Vancouver 
before changing his mind and joining his new 
team. 

The league office has taken notice. It realizes 
this militant behavior could have a chaotic effect 
on the wheeling and dealing around the June 
draft if not addressed. 

“I wouldn’t say the dam has burst,” deputy 
commissioner Russ Granik says. “But we’ve seen a 
little leak, and we would like to plug it before it 
bursts. 

“I think it’s of some concern. There are certain 
things as to how we handle trades we will look at. 
(There are) other procedures or agreements we 
might require.” 

Granik declined to discuss what those proce- 
dures might be because he has not had a chance 
to discuss the issue with the league’s lawyers or 
club administrators. But a natural place to start 
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would be the conditional trade clause. 

All trades are conditional based on the player 
passing his physical and reporting within 48 
hours. The league could decide to waive or termi- 
nate that clause, thus making a trade binding the 
moment the league approves it. The problem is 
several trades have been negated in recent years 
because players failed their physicals. Clubs may 
be reluctant to forfeit this right to gain another. 

Another option would be to suspend any player 
automatically who refuses to report. These are ac- 
tions the league and its clubs can take on their 
own and ones that don’t have to be cleared with 
the union through collective bargaining. 

The teams must shoulder some of the blame as 
well. Anderson can say he will never play for 
Toronto. But he has 5'2 years remaining on his 
contract. 

Say the Raptors suspended Anderson instead of 
catering to his desire to be traded. Each game 
missed this season would cost him $61,097. 
Somehow, before his contract expires at the end 
of the 2002-03 season, you get the idea he would 
dust off his passport and go through customs. 

The problem is not every team is in a position 


et —— 
POWER PLAYERS: Anderson (left) muscled his 
way to Boston; Stoudamire, who landed in 
Portland, forced the Raptors’ hand by making 
it clear he wouldn’t be back in Toronto. 


to take a stand. The Raptors have endured so 
much negative publicity lately, they felt it was best 
for the franchise to trade Anderson and move on. 
They didn’t view it as catering to a player's de- 
mands. They viewed it as a sensible business de- 
cision. 

The view on the outside is different. The 
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players saw one of their own put his 
foot down and get his way. More are 
sure to follow unless something is 
done. 

“This isn’t about the Jazz or Van- 
couver or Toronto,” says Scott 
Layden, Utah’s vice president of 
basketball operations. “It’s just not 
good for basketball.” 


Three and out 


Joe Smith appeared to be the sort 
of player a faltering franchise could 
build around. That’s why Golden 
State selected him with the first pick 
of the 1995 draft. 

Less than three years later, the 
Warriors came to the painful real- 
ization it didn’t have the time or the 
money to keep Smith in the fold. 
Golden State would rather run the 
risk of failing to re-sign Jim Jackson 
and Clarence Weatherspoon—the 
two free agents-to-be it acquired 
from Philadelphia last week—than 
allow its former franchise player to 
slip into free agency. 

This predicament isn’t unique to 
Golden State. The Raptors got rid of 
Damon Stoudamire (the seventh 
overall pick in '95) because they 
knew he wasn’t coming back after 
this season. The days leading to last 
Thursday’s trading deadline illus- 
trated the tenuous relationship most 
clubs had forged with their former 
first-round picks. 

Four of the first seven players se- 


lected in the ’95 draft have been 
traded since the end of last season. 
Of the 13 lottery picks in that draft, 
10 are no longer with their original 
teams. It took a $126 million con- 
tract to keep Kevin Garnett in Min- 
nesota and a six-year, $64.9 million 
extension to keep Vancouver's 
Bryant Reeves in the Great White 
North beyond this season. Sacra- 
mento’s Corliss Williamson, the only 
other ’95 lottery pick with his orig- 
inal team, will become a free agent 
July 1. 

Conventional wisdom among the 
league’s personnel directors is that it 
takes three years to determine if a 
draft pick will pan out. The rookie 
wage scale—the mandatory three- 
year contract for first-round picks in- 
stituted with the class of ’95—has 


SS Let the madness begin 
TSN prepares you for the madness that is college 
basketball’s championship week: 


Previews: TSN will analyze every Division | conference tourna- 
ment, profile the key players and darkhorse teams—and project 
the winner in each league. In the major conferences, we'll break 
down every team and what it needs to do to stay alive. 


Issues: Mike DeCourcy and TSN editors will examine the posi- 
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NCAA's process for selecting at-large teams. 


A) Sweetest 16 Upsets 
Each March, schools like Austin Peay, Coppin State and 
Cleveland State wreck office pools across the country by pulling 
stunning NCAA upsets. But what are the greatest upsets of 
them all? Starting February 24, TSN will countdown the sweet- 
est 16 upsets in NCAA history. On March 11, we will unveil No. 1 
and then you can vote on what you think are the biggest upsets 


of them all. 


-www.:sportingnews.com—AOL-kKeyword: TSN. 


30 TSN > MARCH 2, 1998 


FORCING IT: Seikaly might have reported to Utah if 
there had been tougher rules in place. 


perverted this 
timetable. 

Clubs no longer 
have three years to 
evaluate. The team 
must gauge a 
player’s upside and 
how much it will 
take to sign him by 
the end of his 
second season. 
This abbreviated 
audition dictates a 
club’s future. 

The rookie wage 
scale has kept 

salaries manageable 
for the first three 
years of a player’s career. The 
downside is it has created a more 
volatile financial climate at the end 
of those three years by flooding the 
free-agent market with quality 
players. 

It can be argued that in the long 
run, this won't drive up salaries 
more than the old system. What it 
does is alter the dynamics between 
the rookie and his first team. 

After being traded to the 76ers, 
Smith said he’s not looking to 
match dollars with other members 
of his class. He says he doesn’t care 
if he gets “$120 million or $90 
million,” that he just wants to be 
happy. 

News flash: It’s doubtful any 
team will ante up $90 million for 
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game regress since entering the 
league. The irony is Smith will 
be willing to accept this reality 
from the Sixers—or any other 
team that makes him an offer— 
before he would the Warriors. 
That is because he doesn’t have 
the same relationship with those 
clubs. 

All of this conspires to keep 
bad teams bad. The choice: 
Overpay to keep a quality player, 
thus lessening the franchise’s 
ability to surround him with 
complementary talent, or trade 
the player for less talent just to 
make sure the franchise has 
something to show for that pick. 

League officials aren’t ready to 
impugn the system. Stern dis- 
agrees with the assertion the 
rookie wage scale gives the 
young player more leverage than 
the average veteran. 

“This is the system we came 
up with,” Stern said during the 
All-Star break. “As far as I’m con- 
cerned, if you have a system, the 
players are entitled to get what- 
ever it is that the system gives 
them. So the issue should be: You 
like the system or you don't, but 
not to pick on the players for 
using the system to their benefit.” 

The system isn’t completely 
one-sided. It does protect teams 
from being shackted to draft mis- 
takes for more than three years. 
Franchises with thorough, in- 


sightful management will enjoy an 
even bigger advantage than in the 
past. . 

But for now, the scales tip decid- 
edly in the players’ favor. There are 
two ways to balance the scales. One 
would be to extend the length of the 
rookie contract to four or five years. 
The other would be to keep the cur- 
rent system, yet establish the player 
as a restricted free agent at the end 
of his third season, giving the club 
that drafted him the right of first re- 
fusal to any offer. 

The union would have to agree to 
any modification in the rookie wage 
scale. That’s unlikely to happen in 
the current climate. 


Run from 
the border 


New Jersey’s Kendall Gill is 29. 
He threatened to retire if he was 
traded to Toronto. This was before 
Anderson took his stand but after 
players on the Raptors and Grizzlies 
complained about Canada’s tax 
structure. 

Our neighbors to the north have 
a lot to offer. Good basketball, 
warm weather and low taxes are 
not among them. In recent weeks, 
more and more players and agents 
have complained that playing in 
Canada takes money out of their 
pockets. A sort of hysteria has de- 
veloped. 

Money isn’t the only factor that 
has driven this prejudice against 
Canada. The losing environments of 
the Raptors and Grizzlies are a 
major component. Vancouver never 
has fielded a competitive team. 
Toronto has but was thrown into 
disarray when executive vice presi- 
dent Isiah Thomas left for NBC. His 
presence was the franchise’s link to 
credibility. 

Bad teams have enough to over- 
come. But the attitude emanating 
from the U.S. these days about 
Toronto and Vancouver makes what 
lies ahead for the Raptors and Griz- 
zlies even more daunting. 

The league intends to provide in- 
formation to players and agents be- 
fore the June draft that shows the 
Canadian tax system is not as 
onerous as some have claimed. 
Granik views this as a problem of 
perception rather than substance. 
But perception can become reality, 
and the league must act to prevent 
free agents from ignoring bids from 
Toronto and Vancouver because of 
this issue. 

This is a brush fire the league 
feels it can extinguish rather quickly. 
But as the league has learned, there 
is no shortage of fires these days. 

The problem is that not all of 
them can be stomped out so 
swiftly. TSN 


David Moore covers the NBA for 
the Dallas Morning News. 


Boston 


The deal: Chauncey Billups, Dee 
Brown, John Thomas and Roy Rogers 
to Toronto for 


a smaller, more mentally fragile point 
guard with a glaring defensive 
deficiency in Anderson. Boston gains 
Cap room but not so much that it will 
make any difference. 

Grade: C-. 


Dallas 


The deal: Dennis Scott to Phoenix 
| for Cedric Ceballos. 

What it means: For the first time 
in anyone’s memory, Mavs fans 
didn’t hold their noses when Don 
Nelson announced a trade. Ceballos 
should give the transition game a 
nice jolt and average 20 points in 
this system—this is Nellie ball, after 
all, and the more runners you have, 
the better. But this team still is a 
center and point guard from being 
competitive. 

Grade: B. 


Golden State 


The deal: Joe Smith and Brian 
Shaw to Philadelphia for Jim 
Jackson and Clarence 
Weatherspoon. 

_ What it means: Put yourself in 
JJ’s shoes. You’ve played in Dallas, 
Jersey and Philly in the past 
12 months, you’ve known nothing 
but defeat and you’ve had your 

| heart set on playing for the Cavs 
since you entered the league. Do 
you really re-up here when you 
become a free agent this summer? 
We think not. But if he does, the 
Warriors have salvaged a no-win 
situation. 

Grade: If Jackson stays, give ’em 
aB. If he goes, D. 


Dave D.’s report card 


TSN’s Dave D'Alessandro analyzes the major trades that went down before 
the league’s February 19 deadline and how they affect each team. 


L.A. Clippers 


The deal: Brent Barry to Miami for 
Isaac Austin, Charles Smith and a 
1998 No. 1 pick. 

What it means: Have you ever 
heard of a premier free agent 
wanting to re-sign with the Clippers, 


Kenny Anderson, regardless of the 
Zan Tabak and cap room they 
Popeye Jones. might have? 
What it means: Didn’t think so. 

Rick Pitino has So Ike will bolt, 
solidified his rep- and they'll have 
utation as the most gained nothing 
impulsive decision- but a draft pick 
Mmaker—OK, some in the 20s. 
consider him a Grade: C-. 
wing nut—in the = 5 
biz. The Celtics Miami 
gave up on Billups, S3 : 
who was only 53 & The deal: 
games into his BF? 4 ~ Isaac Austin, 
rookie season, de- ge Meee ie |2 Charles Smith 
spite his con- ae eS "® and a 1998 No. 1 

| siderable upside SHORT GAME: The Celtics are pick to the 

| replacing him with even smaller without Billups. Ciinpers for Brent 

| arry. 


What it means: One move and 
whammo—the personality of this 
team has changed radically. Miami, 
acting rashly because of a perceived 
need for more scoring in 
the wake. of Jamal 
Mashburn’s injury (bro- 
ken thumb)—and worried 
that Austin would bolt for 
free agency—should have 
stood pat and worried 
about next year when it 
arrives. The Heat’s 
strength was in their 
ability to bludgeon teams 
into submission, but 
they’re not intimidating 
without Ike. Sure, Barry 
has skill. But he rarely 
shows any at the 
defensive end, and he 
cannot play Mashburn’s small 
forward position. How does this 
make them better? 

Grade: D+. 


New Jersey 


The deal: Kevin Edwards, David 
Benoit, Yinka Dare and a 1998 No. 1 
pick to Orlando for Rony Seikaly. 

What it means: Now the Nets are 
whole. They had lacked a big man 
all along, and though Seikaly 
probably won’t supplant Jayson 
Williams as the starting center, they 
can do something they’ve never 
done before: play big. The beauty of 
it is, even if Seikaly acts like a jerk 
or bolts for free agency, they 
haven’t lost anything but Yinka’s 
contract. 

Grade: A. 


Orlando 


The deal: Rony Seikaly to New 
Jersey for David Benoit, Yinka Dare, 
Kevin Edwards and a 1998 No. 1 pick. 

What it means: The Magic have 
bagged their season with hopes of 
making a big score on the free- 
agent market this summer. Sounds 
plausible. They’ll have room to make 
bids on a few good ones, and then 
they’ll have to sign Penny Hardaway 
to a long-term deal, which is no fait 
accompli. Somehow, we thought 
aging coach Chuck Daly—the guy 
who says he doesn’t even buy green 
bananas anymore—deserved better. 

Grade: F. 


Phoenix 


The deal: Cedric Ceballos to 
Dallas for Dennis Scott. 

What it means: Ceballos had 
been the good soldier long enough 
and was wasting away on the 
bench, And though we can’t see 
Scott cracking the rotation, you can 
never have enough shooters on a 
jumper-oriented team. 

Grade: C. 


QUICK LOOK: Joe Smith (left) and 
Iverson may not be together long. 


Philadelphia 


The deal: Jim Jackson and 
Clarence Weatherspoon to Golden 
State for Joe Smith and Brian Shaw. 

What It means: Let’s see if we 
have this right. The 76ers had 
Jackson and Jerry Stackhouse and 
then decided that they wanted 
neither one? Who constructed this 
roster, vandals? We’re thinking 
Smith should fit right in with this 
bunch, and if he is as indifferent to 
coaching as some say, Larry Brown 
will have to blow it all up again this 
summer. In the meantime, maybe 
we'll find out once and for all if 
Alien Iverson is an off-guard. 

Grade: If the Sixers can re-sign 
Smith, give ’em a B. Otherwise, an F. 


BILL KOSTROUN / AP 


Portiand 

The deal: Kenny Anderson, Alvin 
Williams, Gary Trent and two No. 1 
picks (one this year, one has yet to 
be determined) to Toronto for 
Damon Stoudamire, Walt Williams 
and Carlos Rogers. 

What it means: What’s not to 
like? You replace a point guard that 
the coach couldn’t stand with one 
who is a better player, a proven 
leader and a local guy to boot. 
Eventually, Stoudamire will take the 
Blazers to another level and then 
take team chairman Paul Allen to 
the cleaners. 

Grade: A. 


Sacramento 


The deal: Michael Smith and 
Bobby Hurley to Vancouver for Otis 
Thorpe and Chris Robinson. 

What it means: The Kings must 
have gotten signals from Mr. Smith 
that he was a goner. Hence, they 
moved him for a 35-year-old who 
can get them a little higher in the 
standings this year but can’t be 
counted on to stick around two 
years from now. Dumping Hurley’s 
contract apparently was enough to 
get this done. 

Grade: C. 


Toronto 


The deals: Damon Stoudamire, 
Walt Williams and Carlos Rogers to 
Portland for Kenny Anderson, Aivin 
Williams, Gary Trent and two No. 1 
picks (one this year, the other has 
yet to be determined); Kenny 
Anderson, Zan Tabak and Popeye 
Jones to Boston for Chauncey 
Billups, Dee Brown, John Thomas 
and Roy Rogers. ; 

What they mean: Credit G.M. Glen | 
Grunwald for making the most out =| 
of an impossible situation. Billups, 
Thomas, Trent and Williams should 
stick around for a while, and though | 
none of them will have Stoudamire’s | 
long-term impact, there’s potential 
here. But right now, it’s all about 
ownership shaping its philosophy 
and making the franchise solvent. 

Grade: B. 


Vancouver 


The deal: Otis Thorpe and Chris 
Robinson to Sacramento for Michael | 
Smith and Bobby Hurley. 

What It means: The Grizzlies now | 
have a very nice young mix up front, 
matching Smith with Bryant Reeves 
and Shareef Abdur-Rahim. Reeves 
was taken care of financially last 
summer. Re-signing the other two 
will be much tougher. This trade 
was as much about subtraction as 
addition—Thorpe was said to be 
poisoning the locker room. 

Grade: B. 
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Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 
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Presenting the flop side 
to the season so far 


Clipper. So for every success the 

league has had this season, we've 
had disappointment and underachievement. This 
week, we annotate some of the latter: 

Least valuable player. Penny Hardaway is 
having a remarkable season, one in which he has 
contributed almost nothing on the court yet re- 
mained in the news for all the wrong reasons— 
skipping town and rehabbing away from his 
teammates, which was a me-first kind of thing; 
sending mixed signals regarding his commitment 

‘to Orlando beyond this season; and then helping 
sabotage a deal the Magic felt compelled to make 
when they concluded that his commitment meant 
bupkus. In the end, they didn’t pull the trigger be- 
cause they'll need another half-year to determine 
whether he’s sincere and whether he’s worth the 

absurd price tag he'll 
undoubtedly hang on 


es 
Shopping 
for Spre? 

How desperate is San Antonio 
to fill its need for a perimeter 
player? There have been reports 
that the Spurs have fluttered 
their eyebrows in Latrell 
’ Sprewell’s direction and let him 
know he still has a friend at the 
management level—you know, if 
_ John Feerick rules in his favor. 
Gregg Popovich, who coached 
Spre as an assistant at Golden 
State, will only say that the Spurs 
“are always interested in a player 
who would improve our team. 
Latrell is the caliber player who 
can help any team.” 

Spurs forward Chuck Person 
was less ambiguous: “It would 
be crazy not to look into it, crazy 
not to get him if we could.” 

Yep, crazy is the word we’d 
choose, too. 


himself. 

Disappointing coach 
of the year. You never 
met a grumpier bunch 
than the Hornets, and 
much of the grum- 
bling is aimed at Dave 
Cowens. He’s encoun- 
tered more than his 
share of injuries, but a 
week doesn’t go by 
when Glen Rice or 
Anthony Mason aren’t 
complaining about 
how they are being 
misused, in particular, 
or about the team’s 
style, in general. More- 
over, and we don't 
care what the num- 
bers say, this is the 
worst defensive team 
we've seen this season. 

Disappointing execu- 
tive of the year. We 
won't bother to debate 


- the merits of Rick Pitino’s latest trade—though 
surrendering a vastly improved Chauncey Billups 
for a defensively challenged Kenny Anderson is 
astonishing to us—but he had better start thinking 
about where all this compulsive roster tinkering 
could lead. Whether he knows it or not, Pitino al- 
ready has a reputation as someone whose words 
don’t entirely ring true, particularly those about 
his devotion to a certain player, and how fans 
must be patient with Boston’s players. 

One coach, who like everyone respects Ricky’s 
coaching acumen, put it this way: “I understand 
his urgency to improve the roster, but you know, 
sometimes that really backfires on you. You end 
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e'll always maintain that basketball is a thing of beauty 
and a joy forever, but it has its flaws. For every Michael 
Jordan, there’s a Matt Fish. For every Laker, there’s a 


“sr 


LOST PENNY: Amid all the questions about his 
commitment, Hardaway’s season has gone pfit. 
up with a roster full of kids who don’t know 
whether they're coming or going, who feel like at 
any moment you might give up on them. And 
then all those speeches we give about ‘loyalty’ 
come out sounding very shallow.” 

Disappointing team of the year. The Nuggets, of 
course. Did you ever think they'd refer to Paul 
Westhead’s tenure as “the good ol’ days?” OK, 
we’re steamed mostly for this reason: Though 
their putrid peers tried anything during trade 
deadline week, they did nada. That means an- 
other season of imprisonment for one of our 
faves, LaPhonso Ellis. Fonz is a free agent, and 
you'd think they'd have moved him before the 
deadline, if only to thank him for beating his 
body to a pulp and en- 
during all the front- 
office screwups all these 
years. Now, they'll prob- 
ably try to re-sign him 
this summer, and he'll 
be so damn loyal that 
he'll probably take it. 

Underachiever of the 
year. This goes to Chris- 
tian Laettner, whose 
name—along with that of 
Mookie Blaylock—came 
up regularly in trade 
talks last week. Usually 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


in this context: Pete Babcock would ask, “What'll 
you give me for Christian?” And the guy at the 
other end of the phone would invariably respond, 
“Nah, he bites, how about Mookie?” One year 
after his only All-Star appearance, the Hawks 
couldn't give Laettner away. 

Group therapy award. If you're a professional 
shooter, you can go an entire career without being 
blessed with a big guy who can draw double-teams 
and open up the long-range artillery. The Spurs 
happen to have two such big guys, yet they have 
been let down all season by their perimeter people. 
You'd think that one of them—Sean Elliott, Chuck 
Person (both now on the injured list) and Vinny 
Del Negro—would be having a career year, yet 
none has distinguished himself. 

Mitigating circumstance of the year. The abuse 
Robert Horry has taken from Lakers fans borders 
on abject cruelty. The move from small forward 
to power forward hasn’t worked out very well, 
but what nobody seems to know is that the guy’s 
private life consists of this ongoing agony: There 
is a 3-year-old girl back home in Houston— 
daughter Ashlyn—in ceaseless pain and barely 
clinging to life. To make an extremely compli- 
cated medical condition simple, a part of her 
throat (the epiglottis) never formed properly at 
birth, leading to hideous eating and breathing 
problems. Worse for Horry, his wife and Ashlyn 
have to live in Texas, near her doctors. Sure, he 
has had a disappointing season. Now zip it and 
cut the guy some slack. 

Splash award. We had always had the highest 
respect for Otis Thorpe. He was a cornerstone of 
a title team (the 1993-94 Rockets), a class act, a 
guy who always got the most out of his talent. 
(Sure he had his problems with Doug Collins, but 
who didn’t?) Then came the move to Vancouver, 
where he became Misanthrope Thorpe. He 
copped an attitude, blasted Brian Hill behind his 
back, poisoned the atmosphere in a locker room 
occupied by a bunch of kids, put out maybe once 
a week and took out his frustration on Antonio 
Daniels and Shareef Abdur-Rahim. The Grizzlies 
deserved better than his brand of lousy leader- 
ship, particularly for the $5.7 million they paid 
him before shipping him to Sacramento. 

The rocky rookie team. It consists of Tony Battie, 
Adonal Foyle, Tracy McGrady, Tarik Abdul- 
Wahad, and Chris Anstey—selections No. 5, 8, 9, 
11 and 18 in your 1997 college draft. Denver's 
Battie is the biggest puzzle: He’s not even one of 
the top three rookies on his team. TSN 


Dave D'Alessandro covers the NBA for the 
Newark (N,J.) Star-Ledger. E-mail him at 
daved@sportingnews.com. 


Softer, not better 


In one desperate stroke, the Heat have changed their personality, 
going from a team that could maul opponents to one that is much 
smaller and too perimeter-oriented. Yes, Brent Barry has skill, but he 
rarely shows any at the defensive end, and the loss of Ike Austin leaves 
Miami with but one post player, Alonzo Mourning. 

We say they should have kept Ike, made their run this season, then 
worried about losing him this summer—as inevitable as it seemed. Now, 
they scare no one—particularly with Duane Causwell representing the 
only safety net for another Zo injury. 


More NBA at www.sportingnews.com/nba AOL keyword: TSN 


The book on Rodrick Rhodes 


Rockets, G/F 6-6 / 225 


More than halfway 


through his first 
Season, Rhodes, who 
was taken 24th 


Overall by the 
Rockets last June, 
hasn’t disappointed. 
He has established 
himself as a_ solid 
member of the rota- 
tion (he has been a 
part-time starter) and 
a building block for 
the transition this 
aging team will have 
to make in the next 
couple of seasons. 

Rhodes’ defense is impressive. He re- 
ceived the ultimate compliment when 
he faced Michael Jordan in January and 
came away with two second-half steals 
against His Greatness. “I underesti- 
mated his quickness,” Jordan says. The 
Rockets have been so happy with the 
rookie’s defense they often have thrown 
him against an opponent's top offensive 
threat—whether it’s a point guard, 
shooting guard or small forward. And 
Rhodes has responded. He has guarded 
everyone from Allen Iverson to Mitch 
Richmond to Kobe Bryant and has fared 
well most of the time. 

Offensively, Rhodes (6.6 ppg) is a 
work in progress. A slasher, he has size 
and quickness and can break down de- 
fenses, but he needs a long summer of 


shooting drills. De- 
fenses can sag off of 
him and tempt him to 
take the outside 
shot—a big weak- 
ness in his game. 

But even consid- 
ering that treatment, 
he has figured out 
he’s quick enough to 
put the ball on the 
floor and get to the 
basket. The problem 
he has is finishing 
the _highlight-reel 
play. The Rockets 
figure body control 
and his strength around the hoop will 
come in time, just like his jump shot. 

In the meantime, Rhodes will con- 
tinue to be a breath of fresh air for the 
ancient Rockets. “What a guy like 
Rhodes does is come in and give all 
those older guys a chance to take a 
breath,” Magic coach Chuck Daly says. 
“When it gets to be this time of the 
season, older guys may need a break to 
get ready for the playoffs. That's when a 
guy like Rhodes really helps you. He's 
got good skills and a good future.” 

And he’s not afraid to work, either, 
which is good, because the Rockets 
figure to push Rhodes hard this 
summer. They plan to make him their 
Starter at shooting guard, perhaps as 
early as next season. —Eddie Sefko 


FRONT OFFICE 
RUMBLINGS 
AND LOCKER 
ROOM 
WHISPERS 


The mood is grim in Milwaukee. Terrell Brandon is on the 
injured list for the second time with a sprained left ankle. Initially, 
it was viewed as minor and, consequently, he might have come 
back too soon. Now it’s worse, and he’s talking like it could be 
season-ending. ... The Nuggets might have been curiously inactive 
during trade week, but interim G.M. Mike D’Antoni—well- 
connected in Europe—is thinking about asking Dino Radja to come 
back across the pond. Yeah, that'll do it. ... Brian Williams delivered 
this shot after hearing he was criticized by Isiah Thomas during a 
broadcast of the Detroit-Chicago game: “You know what I say 
about that? Light travels faster than sound, 
so some people appear to be bright—until 
you hear them speak.” ... The Pistons tried 
to move Jerry Stackhouse in a package for 
Joe Smith but failed, and now Stack is 
miffed. “There’s no reason I shouldn't be 
playing,” he says. Alvin Gentry says the 
reason is a healthy Lindsey Hunter. ... Bad 
timing for Grant Long to break his foot: 
The Pistons hold a $2.97 million option 
for next year, but now they'll probably buy 
him out for $1 million. ... Magic Johnson is 
negotiating to sell back his 5 percent 
ownership in the Lakers to Jerry Buss, thus 


Pow er P ol | ending a 19-year association, so he can 2 
enter the wonderful world of athlete s 
Team Comment F 2 
1. Seattle ie é The men in the middle might hurt the Sonics in the long run. management. Which means, we guess, S 
2. Chicago 41-15 With Caffey gone, Kukoc will receive more minutes. hell t th fellas he sai = 
3. Utah 37-15 The Jazz are stuck with Foster and Morris. il represen same felias he said ee = 
4. L.A, Lakers 36-15 Lost five of their first seven after the break. too headstrong to coach. ... Ask Larry Bird 8 
5. Indiana 37-16 Pacers are back to earth after losing to the Bulls and Magic. he thinks 
6. Phoenix 36-16 Is “small ball” back in Phoenix? whatte the fanure holds:tomHe BAD NEWS: An 
7. Miami 36-18 Barry is no Mitch Richmond. Bulls, and he gives this assessment: ankle injury might 
8. San Antonio 36-17 Can Mr. Robinson stay healthy down the stretch? “Thev' hat they’ keep Brandon on 
9. Atlanta 32-23 Hawks must improve their perimeter shooting. v ve/got we Cospbabtey eos 2 de: the bench for the 
10. Portland 31-22 Blazers need more production from their bench. But if I had Michael Jordan threatening to pest of the 
11. New York 30-22 Knicks need a real point guard to go far in the playoffs. tire. I think I’ season. 
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21. Sacramento 24-30  Abdul-Rauf has spent most of the season on the bench. SOE OG DIES OnS We Sie his peers Dottie members 
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‘Get out of the way,’ that’s a game I don’t need to be in.” 


Records are through Saturday's games. The NBA Power Poll is determined by TSN editors and columnist Dave D'Alessandro. 
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ENTER, EASIER TO P 0 WIN: 


*SIGN UP NOW FOR ONLY $99.95! 
Send your dream team into 
hard-core competition for less 
than 606 a day*! 


* Based on basic entry cost covering a 25-week season. 


MORE WAYS TO WIN, 


MORE GUARANTEED PRIZES! 
SIGN UP NOW...DRAFT LATER 


18 $50,000 

2nd $15,000 

gid $10,000 

4th $5,000 

5th $2,000 

6th to 10th $1,000 
11! to 25h $250 
26' to 100! $100 


e $250 awarded to both the overall year-to-date leader and to the top 
scoring team each week. 

¢ $100 awarded to each Division leader at the All-Star break. 

¢ $100 awarded to each winner ot the weekly Game-within-the-game 
trivia contest. (accessed 24 hours a day on automated C.0.A.C.H. phone system). 

e $5,000 AWARDED TO THE MOST IMPROVED PLAYER 
(Awarded to the player whose national ranking increased the most after the All-Star break). * 


Sign Up Now! 


THE TSN FANTASY BASEBALL CHALLENGE GAVE AIWAY 
OVER $1,500,000 IN CASH PRIZES LAST YEAR - MORE 
CASH PRIZES THAN ANY OTHER NATIONAL GAME! 


: Refer your friends* and receive 
$15,000 2nd Place $20 worth of transaction credits on 
(pays more than most contest's 1st Prize.) our automated system! 

1 in 25 wi il wi n $500! *friends who have never played TSN Fantasy Challenge before. 
IT’S DRAFT DAY! Here’s what you need to do: 


Draft a TSN fantasy team that fields a starting line-up consisting of 30 players from any Major league Baseball team - the combined 
salaries of your starting line-up may not exceed the $35,000,000 salary cap. Your starting line-up must consist of the following players: 


2-catchers 2-3rd baseman 2-designated hitters (DH) You also select a bench of 10 players 
2-1st baseman 2-shortstops 6-starting pitchers who serve as aliernates for your 
2-2nd baseman 6-outfielders 6-relief pitchers starting line-up! 


Each team will be assigned to a 25-team league on a first come first serve basis. Teams will also be assigned to a 12 League, 300 team Division 
on the same basis. If you wish to be placed in a League and Division with your friends, please mail or fax entry forms together, along with a 
brief note expressing your request, or inform commissioners when ordering over the phone. 

All phone orders must be received no later than 1 hour prior to the first game of the 1998 MLB season, estimated to be 1 p.m. EST on March 31, 1998. No 
purchase necessary to win. Not affiliated with MLB. To receive a copy of the rules or if you have questions please call 1-800-789-8980. 


Cut along dotted line $& -------------------------------- 


PAYMENT METHOD Challenge Entry (includes Manager's Kit) Qty, =~. ~-x'$99:95) = '$ 
Q Check Visa © MasterCard AMEX 2 DiscoverCard © Diners Club Additional Entry Qly ______ x $79.95 = $ 
ares Ls oes aa A as Early Bird (before 2/28/98) Qtyse =. XGBOIIS =4$ 

oney Order (make checks and money orders payable to: TSN Fantasy Baseball Challenge) Weekly Standings Reports (mail) Qty x $13.00 = $ 
Credit'Card f= = = a a Exp: Date: Weekly Standings Reports (fax) Qty ___s_—«x $19.95 = $ 
Sionatire: Weekly Standings Reports (internet) Qy ._—s-—«x:«$49195 = §$ 

(credit card purchases not valid without signature) TOTAL CHARGES = $ 
ORDER BY PHONE: 1-800-789-8980 ORDER BY MAIL: Send this form, completed in full, with payment or elt: a. aw 
(phone orders must be received by 1 p.m. E.S.T. on March 31, 1998) credit card number to: TSN FANTASY BASEBALL CHALLENGE > WL) nuNews j 


ORDER BY FAX: 1-303-357-6090 
(fax orders must be received by 7 p.m. E.S.T. on March 31, 1998) 
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Waiting for Shawn 


The pairing of Don Nelson and 
Shawn Bradley wasn’t supposed to go 
quite like this. 

Nelson, perhaps more than any pro 
coach, envisioned Bradley as being a 
dominant force in the league. Even 
under Nelson, however, the center has 
been a disappointment. Bradley once 
again is leading the league in blocks 
(3.5 per game), but he has shown a 
startling lack of aggressiveness, he is 
getting beaten often on the boards by 
much smaller players and he has been 
anything but a dependable scorer. 

This season, Bradley’s fifth, was sup- 
posed to be somewhat of a break- 
through. After a series of unproductive 
summers that earned him a “lazy” 
label, Bradley added 30 pounds of 
bulk from July through September that 
had Mavericks management, coaches 
and players gushing with praise. 

The scale still reads close to 260, 


Courtside chatter 


SHOULD THE LEAGUE 
LEGALIZE ZONE DEFENSES? 


Rudy Tomjanovich, 
Rockets: 
“It would be very bad for 
the game because, first 
of all, with the spacing 
(the illegal-defense rule) 
creates, it allows great 
players to do what they 

; do best. This is a sport, 
but it’s also entertainment. (With zones), 
you wouldn't see great one-on-one 
players going to the basket.” 


Larry Brown, 
76ers: 

“Yeah. ... You would 
start the 24-second 
clock after you cross 
halfcourt because you 
need a little more time 
to attack the zone, but it 
would force players to 
run a little more, and it would get the ref- 
erees away from focusing on things that 
don't make any sense. Just let them 
play.” 


John Calipari, 
Nets: 

“| don’t know. ... But it 
(wouldn’t) change the 
speed of the game; 
that’s the first thing to 
beat a zone. Move it up 
the floor, you'll beat it. 
You'll have more motion. 
The ball has to move. Would you like to 
see more ball movement? If you would 
like to, then you'd like to see a zone.” 


38 TSN = MARCH 2, 1998 


but the promise he showed early has 
faded. He was averaging 14.6 points, 9.8 
rebounds and 3.9 blocks through 14 
games under former coach Jim Cleamons 
before tearing a muscle in his left calf No- 
vember 28. Five days later, Cleamons 
was replaced by Nelson, who has said re- 
peatedly he hasn't yet figured out the 
best way to use Bradley as a complement 
to the team’s new franchise player, 
Michael Finley. 

In January, with second-year forward 
Samaki Walker becoming a legitimate low- 
post scorer, Nelson moved Bradley out to 
the high post and revealed a plan to make 
Bradley “more of a decision-maker, a 
passer, a picker”—not exactly terms syn- 
onymous with franchise players. Not long 
after, Walker went down with a stress 
fracture in his foot (he could be back next 
week), but Bradley remained erratic. 

Bradley, who entered the week aver- 
aging 11.7 points and 8.6 rebounds, at- 
tributes his problems to injuries and his 
unfamiliarity with Nelson. 

There are signs, though, that those 
work-ethic concerns are resurfacing. On 
his radio show recently, Nelson was 
raving about the extra effort shown by 


se 2s 
Still a King 

The prevailing thought last week was 
that the Kings would find a way to trade 
Mitch Richmond to a contending team. 
But the front office had no interest in 
“giving away” its best player, who wants 
out of Sacramento primarily because of 
the team’s unwillingness to renegotiate 
his current contract, which expires after 
next season. 

The Kings had their best chance to 
trade Richmond two seasons ago, obvi- 
ously when he was younger and before 
the situation became replete with bitter- 
ness, It’s hard for a team to realize the er- 
rors of its ways, just as it is for a player to 
realize he probably shouldn't be one of 
the lowest-paid in the league. 


One and done 


BIG HURT: Injuries account for some of 
Bradley’s problems but not all of them. 
Finley and Walker when he suddenly 
added, “Are you listening, Shawn?” 

The team’s long-term future may hinge 
on whether Bradley is. 


Richmond says G.M. Geoff Petrie 


. made financial promises he hasn't kept. 


As a result, Richmond continues to have 
his moments when his frustration is 
overtly apparent on the court. Don’t get 
the wrong idea: He may have his mood 
swings, but Richmond is not a “cancer,” 
the description sometimes pinned on un- 
happy players. He just believes he’s enti- 
tled to compensation greatly exceeding 
his current annual salary of $2.5 million. 

Richmond will complete his seventh 
season with the Kings, but the team’s ills 
won't be cured if he stays beyond that. 
Yes, they've played better lately, but the 
team is still a few players from being a le- 
gitimate postseason contender. In fact, if 
the season were over today, the team 
wouldn’t make the playoffs. 


In trading Joe Smith, the Warriors said goodbye to yet another of their former first-round 
picks. Only their last two No. 1s of this decade remain. Here’s a quick rundown: 


Year Pick(s) Comment 

1990 Tyrone Hill 

1991 Chris Gatling 
Victor Alexander 


Shaun Vandiver 


Traded to Cavs for their 94 No. 1—it turned out to be Clifford Rozier. 
One out of three ain’t bad—unless, of course, you get rid of that one. 


1992 Latrell Sprewell He looked like a keeper, until ... 
1993 Penny Hardaway This pick begat Chris Webber, which eventually begat Tom 
Gugliotta, which begat Donyell Marshall. 


1994 Clifford Rozier 
1995 Joe Smith 
1996 Todd Fuller 
1997 Adonal Foyle 


Currently out of the league—you could say he’s no Tyrone Hill. 
Turns out he can go coast-to-coast. 

On the roster but not a major contributor. 

Maybe he should rent, not buy. 


ROBERT SEALE/TSN 


Off the rim 


® RECORD-SETTER: 
Shawn Kemp might be 
with the Cavs now, but 
one thing has never 
changed since he en- 
tered the NBA in 1989: 
He’s always in foul 
trouble. in fact, en- 
tering this week, Kemp 
is leading the league 
in disqualifications. If 
nobody passes him by 
season’s end, Kemp 
will become the first 
player to lead the 
league in that cate- 
gory four times. “I’m 
relentlessly aggres- 
sive,” Kemp says. 
“This year, with us 
being a young team 
and me trying to go 
out and be aggressive 
and asserting myself, 
I’m going to pick up 
fouls.” 


@ OUT OF PLACE; 
Jerry Stackhouse was 
traded to the Pistons a 
few months ago, and 
he already has been 
benched. To make 
maiters worse, coach 
Alvin Gentry pulled 
him during a loss to 
San Antonio last week. 
No doubt, Stackhouse 
was angry, but he un- 
derstands that the Pis- 
tons’ style doesn’t suit 
him. “My game fits an 
up-tempo style,” he 
says. “Right now 
we’re not exploiting 
that as much. We’re 
basically running half- 
court sets and pick- 


: “ and-rolls.” Stackhouse 


is eligible to become a 
free agent after the 
season, and he is not 
likely to be back in 
Detroit. 


® NEW KIDD IN 
TOWN: Not too long 
ago, Suns coach 
Danny Ainge asked 
Jason Kidd to step up 
in the leadership de- 
partment. Kidd has re- 
sponded by working 
on his game after 
practices and shoot- 
arounds. And going 
into last Sunday, Kidd 
had averaged 15.6 
points and 8.5 assists 
in his last eight 
games. 


TEAM OFFENSE 

THE TOP SEEDS TEAM G FGM-FGAPCT 3M-3A PCT FIM-FTA PCT AVG 

LALAKERS 51 1977-4136.478 325-941 .345 1171-1719 .681 106.9 

MINNESOTA 52 1976-4285.461 160-497 .322 1161-1556 ip phe 

i i i 4 47-1427 .734 101. 
Entering this week, the SuperSonics have the best record in STA 2 eres tt eee Eo : rohit pools 
the NBA. If the regular season ends with them as the top seed, PHOENIX 52 1985-4324 459 256-770 .332 937-1280 .732 99.3 
does that mean the Sonics will automatically win their first NEW JERSEY 55 2023-4666 434 224-677 331 1183-1629 .726 99.1 
UTAH 52 1876-3886 .483 142-404 .351 1258-1652 .762 99.1 


chai i ? Not necessarily. According to the 
mplonship since te 787 Notn d C WASHINGTON 55 2092-4619 .453 207-578 .358 982-1407 .698 97.7 


chart below, in the past 15 seasons, six teams—five In the LACLIPPERS 54 1927-4416.436 336-946 .355 990-1378 .718 95.9 
1990s—failed to win titles after compiling the best regular- BOSTON 54 1939-4552.426 293-892 328 999-1365 .732 95.7 
season record. CHICAGO 56 2070-4668 .443 174-561 .310 1045-1412 .740 95.7 
MILWAUKEE 53 1917-4126.465 156-415 .376 1067-1383 .772 95.4 
Season Team Record Playoff results CHARLOTTE 54 1915-4173.459 213-583 365 1100-1453 .757 95.2 
1996-97 Bulls 69-13 Won NBA championship INDIANA 53 1862-3982 .468 224-576 .389 1098-1446 .759 95.2 
1995-96 Bulls 72-10 Won NBA championship VANCOUVER 53 1928-4179.461 203-559 363 985-1361 .724 95.2 
PORTLAND 53 1860-4110.453 208-643 .323 1113-1527 .729 95.1 
1994-95 Spurs 62-20 Lost Western Conference MIAMI 54 1872-4160 .450 365-1018 359 1001-1353 .740 94.6 
championship ATLANTA 55 1917-4267 .449 190-616 .308 1177-1534 .767 94.6 
1993-94 SuperSonics 63-19 Lost in the first round SACRAMENTO 54 1973-4433 445 196-538 364 957-1390 .688 94.4 
1992-93 Suns 62-20 Lost NBA Finals PHILADELPHIA 51 1747-3937 .444 166-530 .313 1104-1502 .735 93.4 
199 WontNBA cham plonsh SAN ANTONIO 53 1891-4015.471 195-576 .339 957-1397 .685 93.1 
1-92 Bulls 67-15 on championship TORONTO 53 1907-4339.440 210-640 .328 909-1269 716 93.1 
1990-91 TrailBlazers 63-19 Lost Western Conference CLEVELAND 53 1830-4034 .454 187-516 .362 1076-1412 .762 92.9 
championship NEW xo 52 1802-4020.448 246-719 .342 952-1256 .758 92.3 
w i ; i¢: DETROIT 53 1817-4152.438 166-553 300 1079-1448 .745 92.1 
‘ae 90 Lakers he bs me DO era ORLANDO —54 1812-4248.427 194-579 335 1037-1397 .742 89.9 
-89 Pistons Fe on plonsnip DALLAS 54 1854-4443.417 295-847 348 840-1116 .753 89.7 
1987-88 Lakers 62-20 Won NBA championship DENVER 53 1724-4140.416 157-513 306 1107-1462 .757 88.9 
1986-87 Lakers 65-17 Won NBAchampionship GOLDEN STATE 52 1820-4410.413 120-449 .267 806-1162 .694 87.8 
{Beas leahieg eens 8 idlot NEAT aiseaee TEAM DEFENSE 
1983-84 Celti Won NBA championshi TEAM G FGM-FGA PCT 3M-3A PCT FIM-FIA PCT AVG 
H eltics 62-20 Won NBA championship NEWYORK 52 1625-3877 .419 202-641 .315 1131-1490 .759 98.1 
1982-83 76ers 65-17 Won NBA championship INDIANA 53 1800-4239 .425 180-571 .315 944-1305 .723 89.1 


SAN ANTONIO 53 1790-4367 .410 220-671 .328 939-1281 .733 89.4 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


Gary Payton should know firsthand about postseason upsets. CHICAGO 56 1894-4450 .426 221-669 .330 1005-1379 .729 89.5 
After going into the playoffs as the No. 1 seed in 1994, Payton’s - So zt scale) ae eae A i eae Rh ay 
aunlge on the first Se to plate tat ateam that won "sonic BOOM: Payton hopes to lead DETROM 53 1782-4066 .438 237-709 334 978-1334 .733 90.2 
games that year. —William Ladson Seattle to an NBA title this season. PORTLAND 53 1795-4236 .424 223-694 .321 1056-1481 .713 91.9 
4 ; ATLANTA 55 1984-4517 .439 207-658 .315 906-1223 .741 92.4 
Statistics provided by the NBA ORLANDO § —54 1961-4258 .461 199-604 .329 882-1214 .727 92.6 
UTAH 52 1734-4053 .428 223-669 .333 1164-1520 .766 93.4 
: SEATTLE 53 1905-4258 .447 248-771 .322 937-1297 .722 94.2 
SCORING AVERAGE FREE-THROW ASSISTS ‘PHOENIX ‘52 1865-4233 .441 218-644 339 988-1352 .731 94.9 
NAME G FG FT PTS’ AVG PERCENTAGE NAME G AAVG CHARLOTTE 54 1965-4164 .472 244-694 .352 956-1309 .730 95.0 
JORDAN, Chi 56 586 394 1583 283 : Name FT AT FT% ST'KLAND, Was 55598 10.9 MILWAUKEE 53 1842-4028 .457 185-579 .320 1195-1602 .746 95.5 
MALONE, Uta 52 491 368 1351 26.0: MULLINInd 112119 941 KIDD, Pho 52468 9.0 WASHINGTON 55 1990-4370 .455 238-652 .365 1087-1448 .751 96.5, 
RICHMOND, Sac 54 426 «-331:1284 «23.8; HORNACEK, Uta 184208 885 PAYTON,Sea 53472 8.9 PHILADELPHIA 51 1837-4075 .451 245-705 .348 1007-1389 .725 96.6 
ROBINSON, Mil 51 486 198 1194 23.4 : ANDERSON, Cle 198.224 884 STOCKTON, Uta 34300 88 DALLAS 54 2049-4484 .457 242-713.339 889-1235 .720 96.8 
ROBINSON, SA 50 397-339-1134 227 «=; “LAETINER, At! 227258 880 JACKSON, Ind 53449 85 NEW JERSEY 55 2002-4313 .464 212-663 .320 1116-1476 .756 96.9 
RICE, Cha 54. 423 292 1219 226 : AEN Mil 202230 878 KNIGHT, Cle 51421 8.3 SACRAMENTO. 54 2011-4451 .452 206-598 .344 1021-1388 .736 97.2 
ABDUR-RAHIM, Van 53 424 329 1186 224 =: RICHMOND,Sac331379 673. _ (MARBURY,Min 52427 8.2 GOLDEN STATE 52 1893-4298 .440 212-595 .356 1097-1523 .720 98.0 
WALKER, Bos 54 450 222 1178 21.8 : HAWKINS,Sea 126145 869 JOHNSON, SA 53433 8.2 BOSTON 54 1863-3904 .477 188-605 311 1380-1849 .746 98.0 
WEBBER, Was 44 404. «105-952 21.6 +; MILLER Ind 281324 867 HARDAWAY, Mia 54440 8.1 HOUSTON 53 2063-4329 .477 263-726 .362 884-1225 .722 99.5 
FINLEY, Dal 544282141135 27.0 | JOHNSON, Pho 84 97 866 ST'DAMIRE, Por_ 52418 8.0 LALAKERS 51 1886-4253 .443 243-684 .355 1069-1468 .728 99.7 
HILL, Det 52 394 299 1089 209 : MURRAY Was 126146 863 CASSELL,NJ 49386 7.9 MINNESOTA 52 1947-4373 .445 276-797 .346 1044-1420 .735 100.3 
BAKER, Sea 53 437 210 1085 205 | HOUSTON.NY 162168 662 | BRANDON,Mil 40309 7.7 TORONTO 53 2068-4296 .481 256-670 .382 981-1404 .699 101.4 
RIDER, Por 47 357« 154 «961-204 «=: PORTER Min 93108 861 VAN EXEL, LAL 46353 7.7 DENVER 53 1963-4150 .473 262-673 .389 1189-1600 .743 101.5 
IVERSON, Phi 49 363 223 998 204 | VANHORN.NJ 160186 860 VANCOUVER 53 2076-4424 .469 260-693 .375 1026-1378 .745 102.6 
MILLER Ind 53346281 1072 20.2 | switH,atl 269313 859 STEALS LACLIPPERS 54 2127-4504 .472 205-581 353 1141-1572 .726 103.7 
MITH, Atl 52. 355 269 1049 20.2 
PAYTON, Sea 53 375 206 1030 19.4 ae Siege: i NAME & S AVG OTHER TEAM TOTALS 
HOWARD,Was 47 348 «211-907 19.3. | SCHREMPF Sea212249 851 KNIGHT, Cle = 51132 2.6 OFF-DEF RB AST STL TO BLKS 
STOUDAMIRE, Por 52. 371 «192 1000 19.2 : MARTIN,LAC 117138 848 BLAYLOCK, Atl 46112 2.4 CHICAGO 897-1692 2589 1316 465 769 244 
MARBURY, Min 52 -352_—«233,— 998 19.2: BARRY Mia 103122 944 ; CHRISTIETor 50121 24 GOLDENSTATE 813-1578 2391 1072 405 834 315 
DUNCAN, SA 53. 419 174 1012 191 : gisteyuta 79 94.940 ; BRANDON,Mil 40 95 24 : W ew JERSEY 928-1448 2376 1127 517 768 224 
HARDAWAY, Mia 54 377 «160 1024 19.0 : BRANDON, Mi 709730 838 ; ERSONPhi 49115 23 = poRTLAND 708-1655 2363 1097 382 880 320 
CASSELL, NJ 49 323 260 921 18.8 : miTcHELL.Min 160191933 : ONES LAL 49112 23 :  SaN ANTONIO 625-1731 2356 1198 351 838 357 
ALLEN, Mil 53 348 202 989 187 PAYTON, Sea = 53.121 2.3 WASHINGTON 788-1565 2353 1300 467 740 258 
DREXLER, Hou 47___-300._—-209'—«-861__—«418,3 KIDD,Pho == 52109 2.1 ATLANTA 726-1621 2347 1040 414 774 345 
KEMP, Cle 52. 350 242 944 18.2 REBOUNDING ; HARDAWAY, Mia 54109 2.0 MIAMI 690-1578 2268 1116 457 789 286 
JONES, LAL 49 316 153 879 «17.9 AVERAGE po, HILL, Det 52100 1.9 = SACRAMENTO 749-1513 2262 1233 406 818 305 
GARNETT, Min 52 - 381 163.928 178 : wage 00 me ee 95104 1.9 MINNESOTA 662-1576 2238 1284 397 742 275 
BRYANT, LAL 48 278 235 841 17.5 HAWKINS, Sea 53100 1.9 PHOENIX 679-1559 2238 1309 485 775 258 
RODMAN, Chi 287-527 15.1 DREXLER, Hi 47 88 1.9 
STRICKLAND, Was 85-358 238: -961=. 175-3 jw iasas- Nj 981-375 18.7 » Hou : DETROIT 682-1544 2226 1011 455 711 231 
; ; WALKER, Bos 54 97 1.8: NEWYORK 642-1557 2199 1109 395 802 207 
BARKLEY, Hou 196-406 12.5 
FIELD-GOAL 3-POINT DUNCAN,SA 162-453 11.6 LA CLIPPERS 691-1503 2194 964 390 827 318 
PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE MUTOMBO Atl 187-426 11.1 BLOCKED SHOTS ORLANDO 758-1425 2183 1098 423 804 291 
NAME FG ATFG% NAME 3FG AT3G% : ROBINSON, SA 173-379 11.0 NAME & BL AVG VANCOUVER 638-1535 2173 1261 382914 224 
O'NEAL, LAL 316.533 593 ELLIS,Sea 84179 469 : WALKER,Bos 186-381 10.5 BRADLEY,Dal 40139 3.5 HOUSTON 681-1491 2172 1158 = 470 805186 
MOURNING, Mia 216 392 .551 HORNACEK, Uta 39 85.459 : HILL, Mil 172-297 10.4 MUTOMBO, Atl 55188 3.4 DALLAS 660-1507 2167 935 422713290 
DUNCAN,SA 419.761 .551 MULLIN, Ind 54119 454 : MALONE,Uta 128-402 10.2 CAMBY,Tor 39127 3.3 CHARLOTTE 654-1507 2161 1248 478 «811 197 
BAKER,Sea 437794 .550 NASH, Pho 58130 .446. : MASON,Cha 123-423 10.1 RATLIFF. Phi 53166 3.1 CLEVELAND 649-1509 2158 1213 524 927 272 
WALLACE, Por 306570 .537 MILLER, Ind 99225 440 : SABONIS,Por 97-391 9.8 STEWART, Sac__54148 27 LA LAKERS 651-1496 2147 1280 482746 340 
MUTOMBO, Atl 281524 536 BULLARD, Hou 72167.431. : WRIGHT,LAC 132-302 9.4 O'NEAL,LAL 29 79 27 INDIANA 573-1565 2138 1202 415 743-234 
MALONE, Uta 491929 .529 BARROS, Bos 59139 424 : GARNETT,Min 133-352 9.3 MOURNING, Mia 32 82 2.6 PHILADELPHIA 698-1437 2135 1074 451 855 316 
ROBINSON, SA 397 754 .527 PERSON, Cle 126300 .420 : B.W'LIAMS,Det 144-313 9.3 DUNCAN,SA 53130 2.5 BOSTON 793-1341 2134 1160 669-863-244 
REEVES, Van 288 548 .526 MACK,Van 86206 .417 : KEMPCle 132-352 93 ROBINSON,SA 50121 24 UTAH 606-1523 2129 1307 419 792 266 
ILGAUSKAS, Cle 275 532 517 DAVIS, Dal 58140 414 : ILGAUSKAS, Cle 191-285 9.0 OSTERTAG, Uta_45105 23 DENVER 706-1410 2116 974 413 829 259 
ELUS,Sea 247481514  WARD,NY 54131 .412 : GARRETT,Den 178-289 8.8 WEBBER,Was 44 85 1.9 MILWAUKEE 662-1440 2102 1072 495 875 224 
MCDYESS, Pho 292572 .510 KITTLES,NJ 68165412 : WILLIS,Hou 160-209 8.7 OUTLAW, Or 54104 1.9 TORONTO 741-1348 2089-1142 494844403 
MANNING, Pho 270529510 CURRY,Cha._~=s«41100 410: MARSHALL,GS 146-287 87 : GARNETT.Min 52 99 1.9 : SEATTLE 593-1451 2044 1282 516 739 (268 


J.WILLIAMS, NJ 276 543 .508 


RICHMOND, Sac 101 248 .407 


DAMPIER,GS 171-278 8.6 


MCILVAINE,Sea 50 91 1.8 


Statistics provided by STATS, Inc. through Saturday, February 21. 


Note: Defensive statistics reflect cumulative totals of team’s opponents. 
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Brandon’s ankle is still 
a few weeks away 


Point guard Terrell Brandon says he 
hopes to have the cast off his sprained 
left ankle within a few weeks so he can 
start working out. “My goal is to walk 
without pain first, then start to test it in 
4S) rehab,” Brandon says. Club officials have 

Al told him not to rush back. There are’ 
concerns that Brandon might have 
rushed back from the original sprain last December. ... 
The Bucks continue to struggle on offense without 
Brandon, but they are hanging in the playoff race 
because of their intense defense. ... General manager 
Bob Weinhauer says he talked with several teams before 
the trade deadline, but could not work out any deals. 
The team reportedly was looking for help at point 
guard while Brandon is injured, and somebody to 
provide offense off the bench. The Bucks specifically 
were interested in Kendall Gill, but the Nets were not 
interested in Andrew Lang, who was being offered. ... 
Centers Ervin Johnson and Lang combined for four 
points in a game against the Raptors. The 
only time there is any offense at center is 
when the Bucks switch forward Armon 
Gilliam there. —Gregg Hoffmann 


Teamigauge 


Henderson has been awful, awesome 


Small forward Cedric Henderson’s roller-coaster performances lately have 
presented a real quandary for the coaching staff. “He's trying to wear me 
out,” coach Mike Fratello said after the team’s 109-95 victory over the 
Nets last Friday. “He’s making a concerted effort to kill his coach. The 
CAVS good news is he bounces back.” Henderson erupted for a career-high 27 
points to match Shawn Kemp's point total and help the Cavs snap a three- 
game losing streak against a loaded Nets squad. In the four games last week, he ran 
the gamut: zero points against Milwaukee; 23 against New York; zero points against 
Philadelphia; and last Friday's 27-point performance. ... Forward Danny Ferry, who 
hadn't missed a game since the 1993-94 season, sat out the Philadelphia game with 
inflammation in his right knee. He had played in 301 consecutive games, which had 
been the fifth-longest active streak in the NBA. ... If Kemp stays out of foul trouble, he 
remains a dominant force. But he has fouled out of a league-high nine games. ... The 
bench has been severely hurt as a result of injuries to Derek Anderson, : 
Ferry and Henry James. Fans are seeing more of Carl Thomas and 
Shawnelle Scott than they bargained for—or deserve. —Bob Finnan Te 


Failing to make a trade 
could prove disastrous 


Normally, the team waits until Bs 
© the playoffs before it teases its “4 
fans and leaves them 
disappointed. This year the 
team got a head start by not g 
= 


making any moves before the trading deadline. G.M. 
Pete Babcock, who all but publicly promised to make a 
deal, watched as other teams made their moves. The 
team apparently had two deals pending, but those fell 
apart at the last minute. Thus, the Hawks will finish the 
season with the same inconsistent lineup that has been 
carried by Steve Smith’s offense. If the team had been 
serious about contending for the championship, it had 
to make a move to address its problem at small 
forward. The team had the potential to add Kendall Gill, 
Billy Owens or Cedric Ceballos but was hesitant to pull 
the trigger on a trade. Team management and coach 
Lenny Wilkens justified their position by claiming they 
didn’t want to make any lateral moves. However, 
standing pat was the same thing. Meanwhile, power 
forwards Christian Laettner, who couldn't 

be dealt away, and Alan Henderson are free 

agents at season’s end. Now, the team will 

try to keep both. —Mark F. Gray Teamigauge 
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EIGHT BALL: Smith is the Hawks’ only real threat. 


Barry is added to spark 
inconsistent offense 


Faced with the prospect of losing Isaac 
Austin without compensation this 
summer, the team sent the gifted center, 
rookie Charles Smith and a 1998 first- 
round pick to the Clippers for Brent 
Barry, a 6-6 scorer whose repertoire 
ranges from acrobatic dunking to high-percentage 
3-point shooting. Though it could be debated that 
Austin would have provided far more value in the 
Heat's playoff push than Barry, the bottom line is that 
salary-cap rules spurred the move. The rules would 
have prevented the Heat from making a legitimate free- 
agent offer to Austin but will allow the Heat to make 
an unlimited bid to retain Barry when his contract 
expires at season's end. ... The loss of Smith and the 
first-round pick are only the latest examples of Pat 
Riley’s win-now attitude. The team now will have to 
surrender two of its next three first-round picks to pay 
off debts to the Clippers and Jazz. ... Though the trade 
bolsters the offense, it also leaves a hole in the power 
rotation. With Terry Mills out another 
month, Duane Causwell is the only thing 
that stands between foul trouble for Alonzo . 
eamigauge 


Mourning and disaster. —/ra Winderman 


Kukoc could remain 
starter at power forward 


Because Toni Kukoc clearly is a much 
better player starting than coming off 
the bench, there has been some talk 
about keeping him in the starting — 
lineup at power forward and bringing 
Dennis Rodman off the bench. Rodman 
was used effectively as a reserve for much of his time 
with the Spurs and doesn’t seem to have a problem 
with that role—so long as his minutes are similar to a 
starter’s. The other starters don’t seem to have a 
preference, because they need contributions from both 
Kukoc and Rodman. ... With the recent victory over the 
Pacers, the Bulls reclaimed first place in the Central 
Division and the Eastern Conference. No one ~ 
considered it a statement game, but it did provide a 
psychological boost. “We want to make them chase us 
for a while,” Michael Jordan says. “We've been chasing 
them pretty much the whole season.” ... The team 
made a move at the trading deadline, sending Jason 
Caffey to the Warriors for 6-9 forward David Vaughn 


and two second-round picks. Vaughn gives 
a 4 


the Bulls more size but has been injury- 
prone and is unproven. They also plan to 
try him as a backup center. —John Jackson 
it 
Billups deal makes cents, not sense 
Losses to Denver and Golden State and a bad start to a West Coast trip 
apparently were enough for coach Rick Pitino. He gave up the 
“) promising Chauncey Billups in a seven-player deal with the Raptors. 
fs) Now the Celtics have Kenny Anderson and a little more cap room, but 
are they any better? And can we trust Pitino to spend the extra money 
wisely? The Billups deal made economic sense, but not much else. 
Also traded with Billups was captain Dee Brown, who was thrilled to have a chance to 
restart his career under Pitino but discovered it was just as bad as the years under 
MLL. Garr. But Billups was the key and it’s hard to see why Pitino gave up on him. 
Billups had a tough streak in him, which made him someone you didn’t mind seeing 
with the ball when the game was on the line. He made his free throws. He may not 
have been a classic point guard, but he was drafted as such by Pitino, who said he 


knew the college players as well or better than anyone. Pitino says the team’s offense 
will improve with Anderson making the plays. But to give up so quickly 


on such a promising player makes one wonder how long anyone is going 
to last. And can players grow in such an environment? —Peter May Team)gauge 


er 


Short-term players may 
have to provide spark 


The league’s trade deadline came 
and went without the team making 
any deals. Bob Bass, the team’s 
executive vice president of 
basketball, says he worked the 
phones but didn’t hear anything he thought would 
better the team. Bass says the recent additions of 
Donald Royal and Vernon Maxwell, who were signed to 
10-day contracts, were intended to provide the same 
spark off the bench that the team has gotten in the past 
through trades. But the bench hasn’t been very good 
lately, with Maxwell suddenly out of the rotation for 
reasons nobody is talking about. ... The decision not to 
trade also means the team will try to re-sign free agents 
Viade Divac, Matt Geiger and Dell Curry this summer. But 
now the team could lose any of these players without 
compensation. ... Dave Cowens had a run-in with Glen 
Rice during last Friday’s game against the Suns—the 
two had to be separated by assistant coach Paul Silas 
after Cowens criticized Rice—and everybody is curious 


to see what effect this will have on morale. 
a> 


This adds to the problem that none of the 
players seem to be happy with Cowens’ 
substitution patterns. —John Delong 
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No big deal, but team 
gets a tough veteran 


The blockbuster trades never 
Y materialized. No Kenny Anderson. No 
Penny Hardaway. No Damon 
Stoudamire. The big names that had 
been connected with the team over 
: the past two weeks are all playing 
elsewhere. Instead of making major changes for the 
future, the Knicks put a much-needed bandage on the 
present with a last-minute trade for Terry Cummings. 
They sent Herb Williams and Ronnie Grandison to the 
76ers for Cummings, a player who will be asked to 
make an immediate impact on the team’s depleted 
inside squad. Cummings, a 16-year veteran, will take 
over for the injured Buck Williams at backup power 
forward and center. Williams is expected to be out 
three to six weeks. ... Allan Houston ended his streak of 
10 straight games with 20 or more points at Utah, 
when he had only 13. He came back with a vengeance 
against Portland, hitting a career-high 16-of-20 field- 
goal attempts for 34 points, matching his New York 


high. ... Significantly, the win over Portland 
: 


Team keeps on winning 
games it shouldn’t 


Everybody knows what this team 
doesn’t have—its All-Star, Penny 
Hardaway; its inside offensive threat, 
Y Rony Seikaly; and its best shooter, 

ee Mark Price. But nobody is sure what 
it does fare The team’s four victories last week over 
teams with winning records suggest it can be a playoff 
contender. The roster would indicate otherwise. The 
current starting five have a combined scoring average 
of only 43.1 points. ... Nick Anderson is over his free- 
throw phobia. His shooting from the line in one six- 
game stretch was phenomenal—37-of-46 for 80 
percent. He started the season shooting at a shocking 
30 percent. That means he can go back to posting up 
other shooting guards and taking them into the lane 
without fear of being fouled. Anderson scored 28 or 
more points in five of those six games. ... The impact of 
the Seikaly deal will not be much on the court. But it 
could have a major impact on how the club manages 
its salary-cap money this summer. Trade acquisitions 
Kevin Edwards and David Benoit have 
contracts that will run out at the end of the > 
season and Yinka Dare already has been 

Team[gauge 


waived. —Bill Fay 


Trade leaves club loaded 
with seven high scorers 


The question would have been 
unthinkable a year ago, but now is 
serious: Does the team have more 
scoring ability than it needs? The 
addition of Rony Seikaly and Brian Evans 
from the Magic last week for three of its 
weakest players (Yinka Dare, Kevin 
Edwards, David Benoit) and a first-round pick gives the 
team seven players averaging in double figures in 
scoring this season. Clearly, something—someone—has 
to give. “Till fit (Seikaly) in. Winning brings guys 
together and gets them to accept roles,” coach John 
Calipari says. Chris Gatling already has noticed that his 
minutes are down, and both he and Jayson Williams 
could lose playing time after Seikaly makes his debut 
sometime in mid-March, after rehabilitation of his 
injured ankle. ... A win over the Bucks last week lifted 
the club to 10 games over .500 for the first time since 
late in the '92-93 season. ... Keith Van Horn continues to 
struggle with his shooting, going a combined 14-for-41 
in losses to the Hawks and the Cavs last 
week. Sam Cassell remains the hottest Net, 
totaling 52 points and 18 assists in those . 
gauge 


same two games last week. —John Brennan 


gave the Knicks a 15-11 record without 


Patrick Ewing—the same record they had 
with him. —Barbara Barker 
Bird hopes to get team on the rebound 
Rebounding has been the primary problem for the Pacers, who are 
struggling for the first time since a 2-5 start. The team was 
outrebounded, 42-26, in a loss at Chicago, gave up a season-high 53 
rebounds in an ugly win over Philadelphia and was outrebounded, 
43-33, in a loss at Orlando. Unable to land a strong rebounder before 
‘ the trade deadline, coach Larry Bird will be looking for better production 
from everyone, particularly power forward Dale Davis. “You can’t just outjump people 
anymore,” Bird says. “You have to box out and go to the boards aggressively, like you 
really want the basketball.” ... The team’s bench didn’t have much to offer in the losses 
to Chicago and Orlando. It was outscored, 21-10, by the Magic—who played just two 
reserves—although it combined to play 23 more minutes. Antonio Davis, Travis Best and 
Jalen Rose combined for two points and missed all 10 field-goal attempts in 53 
combined minutes. ... Bird is trying to solidify a tighter rotation as the playoffs 


As hopes fade, the sniping begins 


With a playoff berth only a faint dream, the defense has collapsed 
and the finger-pointing has begun. Coach Alvin Gentry has grown 
increasingly critical, mostly of the defense, the first facet to suffer 
when a team packs it in. In the first four games of a recent trip 
(all losses), opponents averaged 98.5 points and shot 49.5 
percent. “Regardless of what kind of skid we're on, we are going 
to play defense,” Gentry said. “If players aren’t going to cover their guys, I will get 
somebody else. It’s not a threat, it’s just the way it is.” The trouble is, if Gentry is 
looking for outside help, he’s out of luck. The trading deadline passed with no activity 
by the team, so if he can’t squeeze more out of what he has, the season could fall 
apart. ... Grant Hill was unhappy after a bruised right foot kept Brian Williams on the 
bench for the final three quarters of a game at San Antonio, forcing rookie Scot 
Pollard to cover Tim Duncan. “I have no idea what's going on with that guy,” Hill said 
of Williams. “We're all in a battle now and we're all a little banged up. 

All of us have sore knees, feet, ankles, backs and shoulders. But we fight 


as the backup shooting guard. —Mark Montieth 


approach, but he is having trouble finding candidates. Fred Hoiberg has lost 
confidence in his shot and Rose hasn’t stepped forward to claim minutes x be 
eamlgauge 


Franchise starting from 
scratch after two deals 


GM. Glen Grunwald made two trades 
that virtually remade the team’s 
roster. As a result, in less than three 
months, the Raptors have put in 
place a new G.M., a new head coach, 
= new ownership and now a new team. 
Though the trades were necessary, they leave Toronto 
without dependable scoring and rebounding and did 
not address the team’s biggest weakness—lack of a 
bona fide center. Additionally, none of the players 
acquired adequately replaces point guard Damon 
Stoudamire’s points and assists. Up front, there’s still no 
help with rebounding or interior defense and not 
enough scoring, because newly acquired Gary Trent and 
John Thomas are injured. In the backcourt, the team 
acquired Dee Brown and Chauncey Billups, who are at 
least enthused about being in Toronto but unfamiliar 
with teammates and the team’s system. They also are a 
step down from Stoudamire. Meanwhile, newly 
acquired Alvin Williams was placed on the injured list, 
underwent arthroscopic surgery and is 
expected to be out two weeks. His minutes 
will be divided among Tracy McGrady, € > 
eam gauge 


Brown and Billups. —Craig Daniels 


Team has two months to 
see what Smith can do 


Coach Larry Brown was excited 
after acquiring forward Joe Smith, 
the No. 1 pick of the 1995 draft, 
ZN and guard Brian Shaw from Golden 

State for forward Clarence 

Weatherspoon and guard Jim 
Jackson. “Having the opportunity to work with a 
quality young player (Smith) and a big guard (Shaw) 
gives us a jump-start on what we may or may not have 
to do in the offseason,” he says. “After we get a look at 
these guys, it should help us to make some of our 
decisions.” The trade was even more appealing from 
the Sixers’ standpoint because they gave up two players 
who did not fit into their plans. Weatherspoon and 
Jackson will be free agents this summer and it wasn’t 
likely that either would have elected to re-sign with 
Philadelphia. Smith also will be a free agent, but Brown 
says the Sixers will get a free look at the former 
Maryland star before making any firm decisions about 
trying to re-sign him. Smith’s playing time will come at 
the expense of power forward Derrick 
Coleman or budding star Tim Thomas, a 
promising rookie who has been playing 
small forward. —Don Benevento 
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through it and we need him to fight through it.” —Steve Addy 
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Team raises level of play 
with major stars injured 


Going into Tuesday’s game with the 
” Rockets, the team had played eight 
straight games without injured Chris 
Webher (strained right shoulder) and 
six straight without injured Juwan 
Howard (sprained left ankle). A loss to the Bulls last 
Saturday was the fourth straight loss for the Wizards, 
and the second game of a stretch of seven home games 
that likely will make or break their season. The teams 
visiting MCI Center in that two-week stretch include 
the Bulls, Lakers and Rockets. Coach Bernie Bickerstaff 
has been forced to go with a lineup of seven players. 
The guys who are left have stepped up their games in 
the absence of Webber and Howard. In the five games 
going into last Saturday, Calbert Cheaney had scored 
20.8 ppg (up from his average of 13.8), Tracy Murray 
had poured in 27.2 ppg (up from 14.9), Rod Strickland 
had scored 25.6 ppg and dished out 14.2 apg (up from 
17.4 and 10.9) and Ben Wallace grabbed 8.8 boards 
per game (up from 4.2). ... Strickland has been red hot. 
In fact, he almost had a triple-double 
against the Bucks with 33 points (24 in 
the second half), 11 assists, and eight p 
boards. —Jerry Bembry _ Team gauge 
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Austin brings much-needed muscle 


The team traded the popular Brent Barry to the Heat for center Isaac 
Austin, rookie Charles Smith and its first-round draft pick. It upgraded 
the roster by trading the centerpiece of its marketing efforts in Los 
Angeles for Austin, who is the center the team desperately needed, 
and was as good as it could do once Barry refused to return next 
season: But there are still plenty of long-term implications. Austin is a free agent after 
the season, and the club could emerge empty-handed if it doesn’t sign the 6-10 center 
to a new contract. Austin, a close friend of Karl Malone, began his career with the Jazz, 
who figure to begin bidding when he becomes a free agent July 1. Owner Donald — 
Sterling, who has said he'll spend to keep good players, will get a chance to prove It ... 
The bad news is Lorenzen Wright was torched for 21 points and 20 rebounds by 
Hakeem Olajuwon and 28 points by Alonzo Mourning in consecutive games last week. 
The good news is he is moving to power forward with Austin’s arrival. That’s bad for 
Lamond Murray, Rodney Rogers and Maurice Taylor because one of them 


10S ANGELES 


Disgruntled players hit the road 


General manager Stu Jackson pulled the trigger on two trades, both 
) of which ridded the team of players who wanted out. The club 

/ packaged disgruntled Otis Thorpe and guard Chris Robinson in a deal 
with the Kings for Michael Smith and Bobby Hurley. The team also 
dealt an unhappy Anthony Peeler to the Timberwolves for Doug 
West. Smith and Hurley both reported and played well in a loss to 
Atlanta. The trades give the Grizzlies the chance to be a better and more consistent 
defensive team. However, they create a three-way logjam at point guard and leave the 
team perilously thin at center behind starter Bryant Reeves. ... After its 25-turnover 
performance against Atlanta, the team had committed 20 or more in four straight 
games. In the 49 previous games, the worst stretch was back-to-back 20-turnover 
games. ... Reeves has been playing his best ball of the season, but he may have to step 
up his average of 33 minutes per game because Thorpe, who played most of the 
backup minutes, is gone. The player who benefits most in terms of 


will lose minutes. That creates an unusual dilemma for the Clippers: too > 


many good players at one position. —Scott Wolf 


Seikaly debacle opens 
old wounds in Utah 


The Jazz thought they finally had 
acquired a center who can score 
consistently in the low post when 
they traded for Rony Seikaly. Alas, 
= Seikaly’s refusal to show up in the 
designated 48 hours after the trade forced the Jazz to 
void the deal and left them trying to mend fences with 
Greg Foster and Chris Morris, who returned to Utah 
after already having practiced with the Magic. Foster 
said he was happy to be back, but Morris wasn’t. After 
2'2 years of mostly living in coach Jerry Sloan's 
doghouse, the 6-8 forward thought he finally was 
getting a fresh start. The Seikaly saga opened old 
wounds. Last year Dallas guard Derek Harper vetoed a 
deal that would have sent him to the Jazz, saying he 
simply didn’t want to live in Utah, even though the Jazz 
only wanted him for about 30 regular-season games 
and the playoffs. Karl Malone has openly speculated 
whether the team will be able to survive in Utah after 
he, John Stockton and Jeff Hornacek retire. “This 
organization is going to have a huge 
wakeup call, because it’s obvious that 
some guys don’t want to live here,” the 
All-Star forward said. —Loren Jorgensen 


Sore spots are power 
forward and point guard 


Robert Horry’s continuing battle 

averzes with a vein near his groin has 

4 FeS” | resulted in a lack of stability at 
power forward. He played only 
nine minutes of a game at 
Phoenix and was held out of a 
home game against Denver the next night. Corie Blount 
and Elden Campbell both have gotten starts in Horry’s 
absence. ... Point guard Nick Van Exel took the blame 
for the team’s 1-4 stumble after the All-Star break, 
even though coach Del Harris insisted the struggles 
should not fall in the lap of one player. Making things 
even more frustrating for Van Exel is that he has 
started battling knee problems again. Only this time it 
isn’t his left knee, the one with the chronic soreness. 
An MRI came back negative, but Van Exel decided not 
to risk anything, sitting out the Phoenix game. He 
might have tried to go the next night, but a stomach 
condition kept him home. ... Think Lakers fans were 
happy to see the Nuggets come to town last week? Not 
as much as the team’s reserves, who got 
big minutes in a 131-92 rout. Mario 


Bennett (17 points, 13, rebounds) enjoyed a @> 
career game. —Scott Howard-Cooper Team)gauge 
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PAIN THIS BIG: Van Exel’s knees inhibit his game. 


Mavericks 


It’s time for youngsters 
to develop their games 


Coach Don Nelson says he'll institute a 
youth movement for the rest of the 
season, no matter how poorly the 
team performs. That means more 
playing time for rookies Chris Anstey 
and Bubba Wells and for second-year 
man Martin Muursepp. Wells had his 
first strong performance with 21 points, nine rebounds 
and seven assists (all career-highs) in a loss to the 
Spurs. ... The Mavericks have plenty of needs in the 
draft, and management's pulse quickens at the thought 
of drafting Arizona point guard Mike Bibby. The team 
desperately needs a point man and Bibby, a 
sophomore, is an early-entry draft candidate. ... Michael 
Finley still is having a stellar season, leading all players 
taken in the 1995 draft in scoring and is on pace to 
become the first player to lead the team in points, 
assists, steals and minutes ... Cedric Ceballos’ aggressive 
style is a better fit than Dennis Scott's shooter's 
mentality for the team’s needs. Ceballos is a solid 
forward and will keep Finley at guard full- 
time. Ceballos was a Western All-Star in 
1995 when he averaged 21.7 points and 
eight rebounds for the Lakers. —Ken Sins 
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minutes is power forward Tony Massenburg who will be asked to play a 
more regular reserve role. —Howard Tsumura 
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Four-player trade leaves 
team thin at point guard 


With Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf on the 
injured list and Bobby Hurley now in 
Vancouver, the team is down to one 
point guard: rookie Anthony Johnson. It 
is crucial that coach Eddie Jordan figure 
out how not to play Johnson too many 
minutes with the team embarking on its 
most important trip of the season: a five-game sojourn 
to Minnesota, Detroit, Boston, New Jersey and Chicago. 
NBA rookies traditionally hit the “wall” around this 
time of year. And, lest anyone forget, the team has 
won only five road games. ... The early return on the 
four-player trade that sent Hurley and Michael Smith 
to the Grizzlies for Otis Thorpe and Chris Robinson is 
not encouraging. The Kings were blitzed, 91-77, by 
the Heat last Friday. They were outrebounded and 
committed a whopping 25 turnovers. ... Never mind 
that it has been more than a decade since Thorpe 
last wore a Kings uniform. The team issued him the 
same number, 33, he wore as an original member 
of the Sacramento (nee Kansas City) Kings 
in 1985. Thorpe received a standing 
ovation when he entered the game against 
Miami. —James Raia Team, gauge 


It has been ugly, both 
on and off the court 


As if losing weren’t bad enough, 
coach Bill Hanzlik has lost the 

; respect of his players. The 

\ problems began in November, 
when the team’s veterans 
approached Hanzlik and then-V.P. 
of basketball operations Allan Bristow about disciplinary 
problems regarding rookies—and were rebuffed. In 
December, Dean Garrett was verbally assaulted by 
Hanzlik for calling his younger teammates “selfish.” In 
January, the rookies still were ignoring Hanzlik’s game- 
day instructions and talking back. Last week, rookie 
point guard Bobby Jackson slept through practice the 
day before a game and was fined $1,000. Just about 
everybody expected Jackson would be taken out of the 
starting lineup for the game, but Hanzlik started him 
anyway. A few days later, Jackson was benched after 
committing a turnover. When assistant coach Brian 
Winters approached Jackson on the bench, the rookie 
cursed the coach. Winters implored Hanzlik to keep 
Jackson on the bench as punishment. 
Hanzlik did for a few minutes, then put 
him back in the game, undercutting 
Winters’ authority. —Curtis Eichelberger 
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Three stars can be a disjointed crowd 


_- If the team is to move up the pre-playoff ladder, it’s going to take 
awhile. It won four of five games coming out of the All-Star break, 
then lost to Minnesota, the team directly above it in the standings. 
Hakeem Olajuwon has been inconsistent since his return from knee 
surgery and the team’s age is showing more often these days. With 
three stars—Olajuwon, Charles Barkley and Clyde Drexler—on the 
court together, the offense can be disjointed at times. “Each guy is taking it upon 
himself to get the job done instead of doing it as a team,” guard Eddie Johnson says. In 
the first seven games after the All-Star break, Drexler shot over 50 percent only 
twice. ... Olajuwon and Kevin Willis still are trying to develop rapport in the frontcourt, 
and the small forward role is changing by the game, depending on the opponent’s 
starter. This is supposed to be the team’s strength, but production and defense have 
been erratic lately. ... The club is getting something it hasn't had much of all season— 
easy baskets—now that Olajuwon is back. Three times during recent 
games, Olajuwon grabbed a defensive rebound and found a streaking 
Willis ahead of the pack for a breakaway dunk. —Eddie Sefko 


Signing Pippen is the 
team’s long-term goal 


The trading deadline came and went, 
and the Suns made only one minor 
move, sending slashing forward Cedric 
Ceballos to Dallas for spot-up shooting 
forward Dennis Scott. The team tried to 
work a deal for Miami center Isaac Austin, who wound 
up with the Clippers, but club officials did not want to 
hurt their position on the salary cap for next season. 
The Heat wanted Phoenix to take former Suns forward 
Dan Majerle in the deal, which would have placed a hit 
of more than $3 million on the team’s salary cap next 
season. They also said no to several combinations that 
would have meant giving up Steve Nash. The club has 
had a strategy in place for two years aimed at next 
summer's free-agent class. The primary focus is signing 
the Bulls’ Scottie Pippen, who has said he would like to 
play for the Lakers or Suns next season. The Lakers 
have no cap flexibility, and because the Bulls weren't 
willing to trade Pippen this season, the Suns now have - 
the inside track to get him in the summer. Guard Kevin 


Johnson can’t be in the mix if the Suns 
4 be uge 


plan to make any free-agent acquisitions 
e 
Timberwolves 


(and they do) because of his $8.4 million 


salary. —Bob Young 
Garnett needs to step up 
in Gugliotta’s absence 


Tom Gugliotta will have an 
arthroscopic procedure:on March 3 
Aye to remove bone spurs in his ankle 
wr, that have been gnashing, causing 
vk pain, swelling and dysfunction. 
Gugliotta’s season-ending injury 
strips the Wolves of their No. 1 offensive option, a 
creative passer and a strong rebounder. Gugliotta’s 
absence leaves Kevin Garnett exposed to even more 
double-teams, and puts pressure on him to become a 
more consistent post-up threat. Garnett will need help 
from players such as Cherokee Parks and Stanley Roberts, 
the team’s centers for the first three months. Lately, the 
two have been starting and playing together in an 
attempt to replace Gugliotta’s size. ... Doug West, the last 
original member of the Wolves, was traded to the 
Grizzlies for shooting guard Anthony Peeler. West had 
declined as an offensive player, and a litany of injuries 
had limited his effectiveness as a defender. Peeler, 28, is 
expected to provide another scoring threat, especially 
from outside. The team needs Peeler to pick 
up points to prevent defenses from doubling 
down on Garnett or overplaying Stephon 
Marbury. —Steve Aschburner 
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OUT TO LAUNCH: Drexler’s shooting has suffered. 


Trail Blazers 


The Stoudamire era 
is off and strolling 


It’s never easy when a team tries to 
lS blend in key new faces at midseason. 


That's why it was no surprise the Damon 
Stoudamire era got off to a bumpy start 
last week, a 1-2 record that included a 


Y home loss to the Knicks that snapped a 


six-game winning streak at the Rose Garden. But it’s 
not a cause for concern. Coach Mike Dunleavy expects it 
to take a little time before the new-look Blazers 
meshed. Stoudamire needs to grow accustomed to his 
teammates, and his teammates need to learn how to 
play with him. The good news: Stoudamire has been 
far more interested in setting things up for his 
teammates than was his predecessor, Kenny Anderson. 
And Stoudamire is showing signs of blending well with 
Isaiah Rider. He understands how important Rider is to 
the offense and has the temperament to handle Rider's 
occasional pouts. If the Blazers are to get to the next 
level—and that means winning a playoff series—how 
Rider and Stoudamire interact is a key component. 
Dunleavy needs everything to to jell 
quickly. A difficult trip looms this week, 

with Chicago, Indiana and Boston on the 

slate. —Kerry Eggers 4? 


Person and Robinson are on the shelf 


Chuck Person was placed on the injured list last Friday when 
his ailing back would not allow him to practice. He was to miss 
a minimum of five games—eligible to return March 2—but may 
miss more time. Person says he has fluid in his back and 
indicated he has been in some degree of pain all season. He 
says the right side of his back, which was operated on in October 1996 and caused 
him to miss last season, is OK. Person may be lucky to return this season. ... David 
Robinson is sidelined because of inflamed cartilage below his right knee cap. He 
missed last Saturday’s Utah game and was to miss the club's next three games. Last 
Friday, Robinson sounded anything but ready to play, talking about wanting to make 
sure he is right for the playoffs. ... Will Perdue continues to start at center in Robinson's 
absence, but his minutes are limited as coach Gregg Popovich switches to a smaller 
lineup and puts Tim Duncan in the middle. ... Assuming Person will be out longer than 
five games, the club’s weak outside shooting is exposed further. Perhaps 

the team should consider signing Craig Ehlo or Todd Day to 10-day 

contracts for help. —Kevin O'Keeffe Teamraaute 


SuperSonics 


McMillan’s return takes 
pressure off Payton 


Nate McMillan did not look like a man 
who hadn't played organized 
basketball in almost a year because of 
a knee injury. He scored three 
3-pointers in the fourth quarter of a 
victory over Portland—one tied the 
game, another gave the Sonics the lead and the last 
provided a winning cushion. McMillan proved what the 
team had been saying all along—it’s better with him in 
the rotation. Originally, McMillan was to play just 10 
minutes, but his passing, team defense and timely 
scoring made it difficult to send him to the bench. Plus, 
coach George Karl has gone mostly with a three-guard 
lineup since McMillan’s return in hopes it will keep 
teams that double-team Gary Payton honest. Although 
McMillan’s return has been stellar and he gives the . 
team instant depth, the plan for his playing time will 
not change—he will play every other game to preserve 
his knee. Because of that, one has to wonder how the 
team’s psyche will be affected. ... Center Jim Meclivaine's 


playing time has been steadily decreasing. 
< £ 


He is averaging 16 minutes per game 
instead of the 20 to 25 he was supposed 
to log this season. —Ronald Tillery 

a 
Weatherspoon’s arrival 
should benefit Marshall 
Recent trades should help the team 
improve in several areas. Clarence 
Weatherspoon, who was acquired in 
4% the deal that sent Joe Smith to the 
~ 76ers, is at least three inches shorter 
than Smith, but he’s also about 
20 pounds heavier and thus more of 
a force inside and a better complement to Donyell 
Marshall. Now Marshall can remain an outside threat 
who goes inside occasionally. And he could become 
even more effective with Weatherspoon drawing 
defensive attention inside. Newcomer Jim Jackson 
(6-6, 220) is the biggest shooting guard the team has 
had since Mitch Richmond (6-5, 215). The fact that 
Jackson, who also was picked up from the Sixers, can 
score inside and outside and use his strength better 
than the Warriors’ other guards changes the way the 
team will run its offense. But it’s unclear who will get 
most of the minutes at point guard—Muggsy Bogues 
would be the logical choice, but Tony Delk and Bimbo 


Coles deserve a look. Finally, the team can 
<> 


only hope that Jason Caffey, who was 
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acquired from the Bulls, will provide an 
offensive presence inside. —David Steele 
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The Tar Heels’ 
ANTAWN 
JAMISON’S 
versatility, unique po 

game.and much-improv 
shooting build a case fo 
him as player of the ye 
His dominance against 

Duke seals it. 


By Mike DeCourcy 


e is in the arena with 45 minutes to kill 
before the broadcast, and you just know 
Dick Vitale wants to talk North Carolina- 
Duke, has to talk about it. Not even two 
full days have passed since the game of the year 
ended. It can’t possibly be out of his system. 

Vitale spots a familiar face, but he doesn’t 
spring into a torrent of exclamations regarding the 
Tar Heels, the Dean Dome, the clash of these 
great rivals or the superiority of ACC basketball. 
His first words are these: 

“You see the player of the year the other 
night?” 

Kansas was not on television Thursday. 

Arizona was not. 

Vitale is referring, then, to Antawn Jamison or 
Jerry Seinfeld. 

“It would have come down to Raef LaFrentz 
and certainly Jamison,” Vitale says, “but I think 
Jamison’s performance against Duke just sort of 
solidified it nationally. Everybody saw it. And he 
was absolutely sensational. He did everything a 
great player is supposed to do in a big game, 
made all the big plays.” 

With four serious contenders so difficult to sepa- 
rate, this was supposed to be a season in which the 
race for player of the year was as unpredictable as 
a Vitale monologue. And, for a while, it was. 

Arizona’s Mike Bibby played the definitive 
point guard game with 20 points, eight assists and 
four steals in the Maui Invitational semifinals 
against Kentucky, struggled the next night against 
Duke, then offered a virtual rerun of the Kentucky 


game in a destruction of Stanford. LaFrentz pro- : . 
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duced six marvelous weeks for Kansas, sus- 
tained a broken hand, but powered forward 
after a nine-game absence with four double- 
doubles in his first five games back. Jayhawks 
teammate Paul Pierce took command in 
LaFrentz’s stead, dominating games from the 
wing, but was back to a showy supporting role 
upon LaFrentz’s return. 

Any one of them still could be named player of 
the year, since so many do the naming. Whereas 
college football has one player of the year award 
that stands apart and, as often as not, multiple 
champions, college basketball declares one team 
as winner but has no individual honor with the 
singular recognition of the Heisman Trophy. 

There are the Wooden Award, the Naismith 
Award and the Oscar Robertson Award, along 
with those presented by wire ser- 
vices and publications such as THE 
SPporTING NEws (which is voted upon 
by NCAA Division I coaches and will 
be unveiled in two weeks in our 
NCAA Tournament preview issue). 
The player of the year race is de- 
cided by consensus. 

Which is not to say there are no 
“Heisman moments” in basketball. 
This is what Jamison produced 
against Duke. 

With 35 points on 14-of-20 
shooting, Jamison humbled one of 
the nation’s best frontcourt de- 
fenders, Blue Devils freshman Shane 
Battier. The Tar Heels claimed a de- 
cisive victory that established them 
No. 1. 

Jamison is scheduled to play 
against Duke at least once more: Sat- 
urday, in advance of Monday’s 
voting deadline for the Robertson 
trophy, the first of the major awards 
to close its polls. Unless he goes out 
and gives a wedgie to a referee, 
nothing he does will knock him from 
the position of front-runner. 


The field 


The game that transformed Paul 
Pierce from a talent to a player was 
perhaps the worst, and definitely the 
most embarrassing, of his career. 

Pierce was part of the U.S. national 
under-22 team matched in an exhibi- 
tion against the 1996 Olympic Dream 
Team: Grant Hill, Penny Hardaway, 
Shaquille O'Neal. Pierce, coming off 
his freshman season, played scared. 
He was tentative. While some team- 
mates—notably Shea Seals and Austin 
Croshere—stood out for their assertive 
play, Pierce stood out for the opposite. 
And he knew it. 

“Tt taught me that whoever you go against on 
the court, you have to be ready. You can’t be 
timid,” Pierce says. “I was wide-eyed. You have 
to have (the) mentality in the game of basket- 
ball ... to conquer your opponent.” 

Pierce since has become Kansas’ most vital 
clutch player, taking over those few games still 
in doubt as the second half dwindles. For ex- 
ample, Kansas struggled in its first game 
without LaFrentz and actually was challenged 
by Ohio State’s feckless Buckeyes until Pierce 
cut loose with 18 second-half points in the first 
round of the Rainbow Classic. The next night, 
in a tough game against Vanderbilt, he ripped 
off 21-after halftime and finished with 34. 


“Having Raef by my side, it was kind of a pres- 
sure reliever, and having him out, I had to become 
more of a leader than ever before,” says Pierce, who 
averages 20.5 points and 7.1 rebounds. “I think it 
was something I needed at the time.” 

For 43 consecutive games, he has scored in 
double figures, an astonishing run of consistency 
for a perimeter player. A case could be made that 
his steadiness and clutch play make him a better 
candidate for player of the year than LaFrentz. 

Arizona sophomore Mike Bibby is another 
victim of circumstance. He, too, has incredibly tal- 
ented teammates in Miles Simon and Michael 
Dickerson, both of whom have frequent nights 
when they give headline-grabbing performances. 

But that’s not his problem. His problem is TV. 
The Pacific-10 Conference decided a few years 


TRIO TERRIFIC: Kansas’ LaFrentz (45) and Pierce (34) and Arizona’s Bibby 
(10) met in a memorable 1997 NCAA Tournament regional semifinal game. 


back to sign a cable television contract with Fox, 
and the regional nature of its network does not 
provide the same degree of exposure that 
LaFrentz and Jamison receive on ESPN. 

Although he averages 17.5 points and 6.0 as- 
sists, Bibby, far more than the others, can control 
a game as much with his defensive ability as his 
skill with the ball. He admits there were times 
when players like Brevin Knight overwhelmed 
him as a freshman but notices opponents no 
longer can get past him into the lane. 

Next to Jamison, Bibby is having the most spec- 
tacular season of the four candidates, but the 
whole of his greatness is lost in a scoring sum- 
mary. As amazing as that Kentucky game was, 
Oklahoma coach Kelvin Sampson insists Bibby 
was better with 26 points, 10 assists and four 


steals in the Wildcats’ blowout of Stanford. 

“If | was even nominated for stuff like that, it 
wouldn’t make a difference,” Bibby says of na- 
tional honors. “J’m out there to get a Pac-10 
championship and a national championship. I'm a 
team person. 

“I’ve done what a point guard is supposed to 
do, and that’s lead a team to wins.” 


The contrary pick 


As if Sampson did not have enough to concern 
himself when his Sooners played at Texas Feb- 
ruary 8, he passed time that afternoon watching 
Big 12 leader Kansas pick apart Missouri. And, as 
might have been expected, he saw one more thing 
to frighten him about the Jayhawks. 

“LaFrentz has always had the great 
fallaway to the baseline, to his left 
shoulder,” Sampson says. “And then 
I'm watching him against Missouri, and 
I said, ‘Oh, my God, he’s doing it to his 
right shoulder now.’ 

“Raef LaFrentz is just special, spe- 
cial. Raef is a 7-foot 2-3-4-5.” (Which, 
in the language of the game, means he 
can play any position but point guard.) 
“He’s so good in college, he’s scary.” 

LaFrentz noticed opponents over- 
playing his left shoulder, but it hasn’t 
affected him, because he adjusted. 
Rarely does something happen on the 
court that he fails to recognize. 

So they can sit on his left side, he 
says, “but they can’t really stop the 
turnaround, because I just fade a little 
farther.” Or he’ll go right, where he 
doesn’t get the same elevation but 
doesn’t need it because the defense is 
too far removed. 

“Tt’s always been my shot since high 
school, and my freshman year, I was 
forced to perfect it,” says LaFrentz, av- 
eraging 21.5 points and 11.4 re- 
bounds. “I couldn’t get close to the 
basket. I wasn’t weak, but I wasn’t as 
strong as | am now, and I had to be 
shooting over (former Jayhawks 
center) Greg Ostertag all the time.” 

LaFrentz is the one senior in this 
group, and the one who was not a sen- 
sation as a freshman. He was a very 
good player on the way to being great, 
although that progression involved less 
work on his game than his body. 

He has gotten quicker and stronger 
but claims time spent away from the 
game in the summers was the key to 
his improvement. Which helps explain 
why he was able to return from his 
monthlong hiatus and appear to have 
been secretly working on his game the entire 
time. 


The finisher 


The season began about as horribly as possible 
for Antawn (pronounced An-twan) Jamison. 
Months after Jamison said he would return to 
North Carolina for his junior season, Dean Smith 
announced his retirement as Tar Heels coach. 

“It was very shocking,” Jamison says, “but it 
wasn’t to the point where I'd say I regretted 
coming back or I wished I’d have gone and 
wouldn’t have to worry about it.” 

Fact is, nothing since has disrupted Carolina's 
bliss, and Jamison continues unabated toward the 
school’s first player of the year trophy since 
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Michael Jordan was 
named in 1984. 

There were those who 
figured Jamison would 
make a significant im- 
pact as a freshman be- 
cause his gift for playing 
in traffic translated well 
to the college game, but 
almost no one could 
foresee a player of the 
year award in the 
making. 

He was a weak free- 
throw shooter as a 
freshman, making slightly 
more than half his at- 
tempts, but worked con- 
sistently to improve his 
stroke and now is hitting 
just under 70 percent. 
His jump shooting, once 
considered a disaster, has 


tj 

What if ... 

Although North Carolina’s 
Antawn Jamison has all but 
locked up player of the year 
honors, we all know it would 
be a slightly different race if 
not for a little league known as 
the NBA. So we thought we’d 
take a quick look at what the 
national scene might look like 
if some of the game’s best 
young talent had not left early 
for the pro ranks. 

 Shareef Abdur-Rahim, 
1996, Grizzlies. If he were now 
a junior at California, he would 
be missing the NCAA Tourna- 
ment because of probation. 
Kind of like playing NBA ball in 


Vancouver, isn’t it? 

@ Kobe Bryant, 1996, 
Lakers. If he had gone to La 
Salle, the Atlantic 10 would be 
one of the top three confer- 
ences. And you thought his 
start in the All-Star Game was 
an accomplishment. 

@ Kevin Garnett, 1995, Tim- 
berwolves. If he had gone to 
South Carolina, he’d be $120 
million poorer, but hey, he’d be 
three years closer to getting a 
college degree. 

Bi Allen Iverson, 1996, 76ers. 
If he were a senior at George- 
town, Big East officials would 
be complaining of repetitive 
stress from making the gesture 
for carrying violations. 


@ Stephon Marbury, 1996, 


Timberwolves. If he were a ju- ~ 


nior at Georgia Tech, Bobby 
Cremins might not be looking 
to land his fourth point 
guard—here comes Tony Akins 
of Lilburn, Ga.—in four years. 

@ Ron Mercer, 1997, Celtics. 
If he were a junior at Kentucky, 
those statewide postgame 
radio shows that crackle with 
doom after every UK loss 
would be a lot less amusing. 

@ Antoine Walker, 1996, 
Celtics. If he were a senior at 
Kentucky, the Wildcats would 
be the best team in the nation. 
No player on'this list would be 
more effective at elevating his 
team. —Mike DeCourcy 


Jamison, who averages 
23 points and 9.9 re- 
bounds and shoots 61.2 
percent from the field. 
“Sometimes, it doesn’t 
matter how far I'm in or 
how far I’m out. Most 
people try to prevent me 
from getting right there 
on the low block, but I 
can move out and it’s al- 
most the same thing.” 
Jamison has scored 
more than the others in 
pursuit of player of the 
year, his shots have 
found their target more 
consistently and his 
team has won more 
often. The choice is 
clear from a statistical 
perspective, and the 
Duke performance pro- 


become a potent weapon. These refinements have 
complemented terrific athletic ability and energy. 

“He changes ends of the floor as well as any- 
body I've seen in college basketball,” Florida State 
coach Steve Robinson says. “He has the ability to 
catch the ball and get it up to the goal in record 
time. He knows where he’s going with it even be- 
fore it gets to his hands.” 

The quick release is what opponents talk about 
when examining his ability to score, but what is 
most unusual about Jamison is that he is a low- 
post player who drags the low post with him 
wherever he goes. Whereas other players spend 
time and energy fighting to set up on the block, 


Jamison executes post moves from baseline spots 
well outside the lane, or he moves up to the 
middle of the key and positions himself there. 

In an overtime win at Georgia Tech, Jamison 
posted up directly on the ACC logo—just inside the 
free-throw line and 14 feet from the basket—caught 
a pass and whipped in a jump hook. Defenders 
cannot react to such plays, because no one else can 
make them. They're expecting a turnaround 
jumper or a driving move, and instead they're 
seeing the waistband on Jamison’s gym shorts as he 
elevates to score. 

“Sometimes, I'd be in practice and I'd even try 
(the jump hook) from the 3-point line,” says 


vides an insurmountable edge. 

“He’s a kid who doesn’t have one or two 
things,” Blue Devils coach Mike Krzyzewski says. 
“He’s the national player of the year because he 
does a little of everything. People knock his shot, 
but he’s hitting 70 percent from the free-throw 
line and he can hit his jumper. He’s perpetual mo- 
tion, and his work ethic is the best. 

“To beat someone like that, you hope they let 
down. And he doesn’t let down.” TSN 


Mike DeCourcy writes a weekly college basketball 
column for THE SPORTING NEws and covers college 
basketball for the Cincinnati Enquirer. 
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SporTrax — The Ultimate 
Sports Information Tool 


SporTrax is a hand-held, 
portable sports monitor that 
goes where you go. Get the 
latest scores and more on pro 
football, baseball, hockey, 
basketball, college sports, golf 
... SporTrax carries it all! 

Get 24-hour Access for a 
Low, Fixed Fee 

You'll pay a low, fixed 
monthly fee for a steady stream 
of sports results, news, stats, 
scores, pre-game information 


THE SPORTING NEWS and SPORTRAX trademarks are used by Data Broadcasting 
Corp. under a licensing agreement with The Sporting News Publishing Company. 


and more. 

With SporTrax, you can stay 
updated on any team no matter 
where you are. 

Take SporTrax with You! 

SporTrax information is 
broadcast over satellite to FM 
stations in every major metro- 
politan area in the U.S. and 
Canada. And SporTrax is easily 
re-tuned to receive data in any 
of these areas. 


For more information, call 


1-800-937-2794 
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Lopez reaps rewards after 
struggles at St. John’s 


his was hardly a great night for Felipe Lopez—which used to 
be redundant when it came to basketball. He was 2-of-9 
from the field, missed every 3-pointer he attempted and 


fouled out with St. John’s holding a ten- 
uous lead against overmatched but stub- 
born Boston College. 

As he prepared to leave the floor after that fifth 
personal, though, he was called to a huddle by 
the St. John’s players who remained in the game. 
“And some of the guys said, ‘Don’t worry about it. 
We're going to do it for you,’ ” Lopez recalls. He 
heard from seniors Zendon Hamilton and Tarik 
Turner and freshman Ron Artest. They finished 
the job and St. John’s had a 20-win season. 

“It’s a great feeling,” Lopez says, “because no 
matter what, everyone was looking out for one 
thing, and that was winning.” 

This is a recent phenomenon, coinciding with 
coach Fran Fraschilla’s arrival in 1996-97 and 
the gradual maturation of Lopez and his fellow 
seniors. The Red Storm reached 20 wins with 
two games left in the regular season and are cer- 
tain to receive their first NCAA Tournament bid 
since 1993. 

Last season’s bunch, still not completely under 
Fraschilla’s spell, dropped six consecutive games 
between late January and early February by an 
average of 4.8 points. This season, the first five 
wins in the Red Storm’s run of 11 victories in 12 
games were by 6.2 points—including one over 
Pittsburgh in double overtime. 

Lopez is averaging a career-best 18.1 points 
and has significantly lifted his overall shooting 
percentage (40.7 to 44.8) and 3-point percentage 
(25.0 to 34.7) from last season. Once loudly 
trashed as unproductive and overrated, under the 
sort of spotlight only New York City can provide, 
Lopez has enjoyed the sort of revival Broadway 
seems to specialize in these days. 

“It was not a great experience as 
a person,” Lopez says. “You can al- 
ways help someone in a better way 
instead of going through the direc- 
tion I went: looking down on my- 
self, doubting so many things and 
just feeling lonely with no answer 
for anything. Thank God I was able 
to overcome that. 

“Being in New York, being able to 
live through both sides of the story, 
it makes you a better person. It 
makes you see life in a different 
way, and eventually it gets the best 
out of you.” 

This is only true for those who 
don't allow the worst to sustain it- 
self. There are plenty of those who 
leave the city grumbling about un- 
just treatment from the intense New 
York media, which is what makes 
Lopez’s comeback so joyous. 

When Lopez was a freshman in 


TOAST OF THE TOWN: Lopez and the Red Storm 
are enjoying a successful season. 


The 700 Club 


Call it milestone inflation. 
Georgia State coach Lefty Driesell spent last week trying to achieve the two 
victories he needs to reach 700 in career wins. The Panthers failed in their first 
two tries to get No. 699. 
Driesell will be the 14th coach in history to reach that mark—and could be 
the third to get there this season. Missouri’s Norm Stewart and Don Haskins of 
UTEP beat Lefty into the clubhouse. 
New Mexico State’s Lou Henson and Fresno State’s Jerry Tarkanian should 
follow next season, meaning nearly a third of the coaches with 700 wins will 
have passed the milestone in the space of two seasons. 
Though it has become easier to amass victories in this era of longer seasons 
and increased games, Driesell is proof that it’s also harder to hold jobs when 
more schools want desperately to win and appear respectable doing so. He 
resigned under pressure at Maryland, his program attacked after the cocaine- 
related death of Len Bias. His contract at James Madison was not renewed after 
159 wins in nine years. 
In every situation he encounters, he eps proving what he’s drawled all 
along: “Ah kin coach.” 


More college basketball at www.sportingnews.com/cbasketball AOL keyword: TSN 
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1994-95, he was the freshman, the No. 1 player in 
his class and MVP of the McDonald’s All-Amer- 
ican Game. Lopez was on television and magazine 
covers, regarded as the Big East’s savior. There 
were those among the Red Storm who did not 
wish to be saved, notably forward James Scott. 

When Lopez played his fifth college game and 
first in the Big East, at Pittsburgh in 1994, his 
teammates so plainly refused to pass the ball to 
him, Lopez took to stealing it from the Panthers 
just to get his hands on it. 

He toyed with his opponents at first, but as he 
grew less comfortable with this teammates, his 
confidence began to disintegrate. He averaged 
17.8 points but was widely derided as a bust, sav- 
aged in print and in the arenas where he played. 
His numbers got progressively worse the next two 
seasons, with Lopez relying too much on an unre- 
liable 3-point touch. St. John’s did not finish above 
.500 in his first three seasons. 

“He’s handled all the adversity with so much 
grace, and it’s almost now like it’s becoming worth 
it,” Fraschilla says. “I think the thing that’s made 
him so popular is the way he’s handled the prob- 
lems. He’s very classy and upbeat, yet unassuming 
and humble. He’s just a beautiful guy.” 

Even now, four years after he arrived at St. 
John’s, Lopez defers to past upperclassmen. He 
will not assign blame for the destruction of his 
confidence to the players who decided personal 
goals superseded the pursuit of such trivial mat- 
ters as the Big East title and NCAA Tournament. 

But seeing how his elder teammates behaved 
help make him a better leader upon reaching that 
status himself. “Everything is done for the benefit 
of the team. You have to play a role.” 

Always a superior defender because of his ath- 
letic ability and desire to win, Lopez had to learn to 
work to become complete on offense. He was en- 
couraged by St. John’s products Chris Mullin, Malik 
Sealy and Mark Jackson to spend more offseason 
time in the gym, and Mullin took a particular in- 
terest in helping Lopez refine his jump shooting. 

He still shoots more 3s than he needs to, given 
his ability to get to the basket, but he makes more. 

“When you see positive results,” Lopez says, 
“you can only get confidence, get cocky in your 
game and do some things without even thinking 
about it.” 

Tim Duncan was portrayed as a 
hero because he stuck around col- 
lege under the best of circum- 
stances for four years. No one has 
said any such thing about Lopez 
because his first three years were so 
uninspiring—where else was he 
going to go? 

How about anywhere else? 

“The other players definitely want 
to see me go out with a bang,” Lopez 
says. “They haven't been through the 
situations I’ve been through, and they 
kind of feel for me. 

“I would wish none of what hap- 
pened to me to happen for any of 
our players. Just play the game with 
no one getting into their head.” TSN 


Mike DeCourcy covers college 
basketball for the Cincinnati 
Enquirer. E-mail him at 
decourcy@sportingnews.com. 
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pwer Poll Women 


Rk. Team (last week) W-L Comment 
1. Tennessee (1) 30-0 “Meeks"—Holdsclaw, Randall, Catchings—average 53 points. 
2. Connecticut (2) 27-2 Injury ends Sales’ season 2 points shy of team career scoring mark. 
3. Old Dominion (3) 24-2 Likely headed out West as an NCAA tourney No. 1 seed. 
4. Louisiana Tech (4) 21-3 Burras hasn't missed a field-goal attempt in last two games. 
5, Stanford (5) 17-5 Could be sitting pretty with a No. 2 seed in the West. 
6. Texas Tech (6) 20-4 Battling Louisiana Tech for top seed in Midwest. 
7. Duke (14) 920-6 Three of last four Ws: then-No. 10 Va., No. 11 NC State, No. 6 UNC. 
8. Arizona (13) 18-5 Alexander nurses a sprained knee with trip to Stanford looming. 
9. NC State (11) 21-5 Lost to Duke (twice), Clemson, UNC before edging Heels. 
10. NorthCarolina(7) 21-6 Outrebounded 48-28 by NC State; opens ACC tourney vs. Virginia. 
11. Virginia (10) 18-8 McKinney averaging 15.2 ppg, 3.8 apg with knee ligament tear. 
12. Illinois (9) 18-8 Losses to Purdue, Wisconsin put big kinks in plan for No. 2 seed. 
13. Florida Int’! (15) 23-1 Has won 13 straight since two-point loss to Campbell. 
14. Florida (12) 20-7 Rebounds after losses to ‘Bama, Georgia with win vs. Miss. St. 
15. Vanderbilt (8) 49-7 9-5 SEC mark ranks No. 3 behind Florida, Tenn. in East division. 
16. Alabama (17) 20-8 Bounces back from 2-2 start with 7th straight 20-win season. 
17. S.F. Austin (16) 22-3 Has won 20-of-21, clinching 10th Southland title in 11 years. 
18. Clemson (18) 22-6 Undefeated at home; would love to host a subregional. 
19. W. Kentucky (19) 21-7 Johnson had five straight 20-point games until 14 vs. Lamar. 
20. Utah (23) 21-3 Krommenhoek sets school record with nine 3s vs. Air Force. 
21. Washington (20) 17-7 Needed OT, but beat reeling Cal for the 12th straight time. 
22. Hawaii (21) 23-2 Team had 24 turnovers to six assists in loss to Rice. 
23. Wisconsin (22) 20-8 Klapperich’s 21 points key big win over Illinois. 
24. lowa State (24) 92-5 Breaks 14-game losing streak to Kansas with 20-point win. 
25. lowa (—) 16-9 Late-season surge gives Hawkeyes Big Ten title over Illinois. 
Dropped out: No. 25 Drake (20-4). 


The TSN Power Poll is determined by TSN editors. For the complete 112-team Division I-A poll, visit our.website at 
ywww.sportingnews.com or our AOL site (keyword:TSN). 


Power Poll Men 


Rk. Team (last week) W-L Comment 
1. ‘Duke (2) 25-2 With Brand back, Devils should be two-stepping in Texas. 
2. Arizona (3) 24-3 Four W's from being first to go undefeated in Pac-10 (or Pac-8). 
3. North Carolina (1) | 26-2 Loss to NC State makes Duke rematch all the more tantalizing. 
4. Kansas (4) 29-3 Roy surpasses Tark as winningest active coach with .819 mark. 
5. Connecticut (6) 24-4 Only item in way of securing Big East 6: St. John’s on Saturday. 
6. Utah (5) 22-2 RPI number is a whopping 35, nine behind Princeton. 
7. Kentucky (9) 24-4 InWvs. Florida, guards Smith and Mills had first starts of season. 
8. Stanford (10) 23-3 Since losing three of four, have won four by average of 16.5 pts. 
9, Michigan State (11) 20-5 Only Illini in way of sole ownership of second Big Ten title of 90s. 
10. Arkansas (17) 22-5 Hit 29-of-48 3’s (60%) in wins vs. South Carolina, Auburn. 
41. South Carolina (12) 20-5 Wrap up regular season with Georgia, Kentucky coming to town. 
12. Cincinnati (16) 21-5 Martin in rout of DePaul: 24 points, 23 rebounds, 10 blocks. 
13. Purdue (7) 22-6 Desperately miss Cornell, who's out indefinitely with ankle injury. 
14. New Mexico (8) 21-4 Loss of 3-point threat Olney (torn ligaments) a big hit to hopes. 
15. Texas Christian (20) 24-4 Nailon hit 13-of-16 shots in W vs. New Mexico. 
16. West Virginia (14) | 22-5 First NCAA Toumament bid since 1992 all but a sure lock. 
17. Mississippi (15) 19-5 Swept Mississippi State for first time in five years. 
18. Massachusetts (18) 20-7 Clarke sent St. Joe (a W) and Rhode Island (an L) games into OT. 
19. Princeton (19) 23-1 Coach Carmody climbs to 34-0 for career in Ivy League play. 
20. UCLA (13) 20-6 120 points by Duke most ever allowed by UCLA in its 79 years. 
21. Maryland (21) 16-9 How tough is ACC? Terps stand at No. 7 in RPI. 
22. Michigan (22) 19-8 Handed Knight his second-worst loss at IU in 112-64 thrashing. 
23. Xavier (23) 18-6 Could be in line for A-10 Tournament-opening bye. 
24. Temple (24) 19-6 Trails UMass by half-game in A-10 entering Sunday showdown. 
25. Illinois (—) 20-8 And to think the Illini started the season 8-5 and almost 8-6. 
Dropped out: 25, Syracuse (20-6). 


The TSN Power Poll is determined by columnist Mike DeCourcy and TSN editors. Records through last Sunday. 


Titi Avizansas 


With the cloud of an investigation now gone, the 
Razorbacks look a bit more like the teams of 1993-94 
and 1994-95 that pressured opponents to their graves 
and advanced to the national title game. Nick Davis’ 
vast improvement in the post (he’s No. 2 in the nation 
in rebounding) has helped salvage an undersized 
frontcourt that had struggled to rebound. Three-point 
threat Pat Bradley and point guard Kareem Reid lead a 

solid backcourt that also gets help from Tarik Wallace. pF 


Not great at free throws, the team nevertheless has PRESSURE POINT: Reid 


improved its road mark from 3-8 last season to 7-5. 


and the Hogs are back. 
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CAMPUS 
RUMBLINGS 
AND LOCKER 
ROOM 
WHISPERS 


He might just be fishing for someone at Georgetown to show 
him he’s wanted, but John Thompson has slipped into the race to 
become the next coach at Michigan. Thompson's program 
recently was criticized by some at Georgetown who questioned 
the commitment to academic achievement, which might have led 
him to consider looking for another challenge. The Hoyas have 
advanced past the second round of the NCAA Tournament only 
twice in the 1990s; the current team probably will miss the field 
for the second year in the decade. ... UCLA will get a commitment 
from JaRon Rush, the 6-7 
guard/forward from Kansas 
City who 
Kansas before his negative 


committed to 


comments about coach Roy 

Williams’ substitution patterns 

caused him to be dropped by 

KU. ... UNLV is recruiting high 

school point guards, notably 

Bobby Smith of Maine Central 

Institute, making it clear it 

thinks of freshman Greedy OYA PARANOIA: Thompson at 
Daniels as a shooting guard. Michigan? Could be. 

He moved into the lineup at that spot and scored 11 in his debut 
against BYU. ... Brandon Dean, a 6-0 playmaker from Monroe, La., 
and probably the nation’s best unsigned guard, is leaning toward 
Cincinnati. He's also considering Kansas and LSU, but the Tigers’ 
ongoing bout with the NCAA over Lester Earl is hurting their 
chances. ... Doug Wrenn, a 6-7 forward from Seattle who signed 
with Washington, is planning to attend prep school at Milford 
Academy in 1998-99 to become eligible the following year. ... 
There has been some griping from U.S. high school coaches about 
the inclusion of 6-11 Dan Gadzuric, one of the nation’s top prep 
centers, on the McDonald’s All-America team. The complaint is 
not that he is foreign-born (The Netherlands) but that he is 
believed to be 20 years old. ... No coach in America is getting 
fewer favorable calls than Michigan's Brian Ellerbe. His lame-duck 
status is costing him respect. ... Steve Fisher’s success recruiting 
Texas (Fab Fivers Jimmy King and Ray Jackson, for instance) has 
some at Texas A&M pushing him as a replacement for Tony 
Barone. ... Having lost senior guard Royce Olney and his 2 to 1 
assist/turnover ratio to a knee injury, New Mexico can replace 
him with talented freshman Kevin Henry but can’t hope to 
duplicate Olney’s confident aggression. ... If your team is short of 
20 wins and hurting in the race for an NCAA bid, remember 10 
teams earned at-large bids with 19 or fewer victories last season. 
National champion Arizona was one of those teams. 


The book on Alvin Jones 


- Georgia Tech, € 6-11 /220 


Alvin Jones strides into 
Georgia Tech’s athletics office 
on a cold February day, his 
hands stuffed inside the 
pockets of his puffy, gray 
Eddie Bauer parka. The tem- 
perature outside is in the 
mid-30s—a little brisk but 
not too cold. 

“| had to buy about two or 
three (jackets),” says Jones, a 
freshman from Lakeland, Fla. 
“Il told them if it starts 
snowing, I’m going home.” 

Of the three freshman 
starters—guards Dion Glover 
and Travis Spivey are the 
other two—signed by coach 
Bobby Cremins last year, 
Jones was arguably the least 
heralded. 

But it didn’t take long for 
fans to recognize Jones. In 
his first game, Jones blocked 
11 shots against Winthrop, 
Shattering John Salley’s school 
record of seven. 

Jones hasn’t stopped swatting 
since, breaking Salley’s single- 
season record of 82 blocks after 19 
games. He ranks fourth on Tech’s ca- 
reer list, and his 116 blocks have him 
on pace to pass Salley (243) as the 
career leader in two seasons. He’s 
tied for second in the nation in 
blocks with 4.3 per game. 

“I try to go after almost any shot 
that I think | might have a chance at, 
but sometimes | do that to make 


them miss,” Jones says. 

Despite his aggressiveness, Jones 
usually avoids foul trouble. On Jan- 
uary 28, Georgia Southern tried to 
draw contact early, but that tactic 
had to be tabled as Jones made 
eight blocks in a 77-45 victory. 

Jones averages 6.8 points and 6.7 
rebounds per outing and concedes 
his game needs some work. He 
especially needs to improve his post- 
up game and learn not to get out of 
rebounding position by going after 
perimeter shooters. —Joseph Person 


Inside recruiting 


Recruiting 


ae 
rh. 1 Chis oaks 


analyst Brick Oettinger ranks the nation’s top 
— Pos. Town/Hi 


F N.J./St. Patrick's 


/High school 


1. Al Harrington 6-8 = 

2. Jason Capel 6-8 F Frederick, Md./St. John’s at Pros. Hall UNC 

3. Korleone Young 6-8 F Chatham, Va./Hargrave Military Acad. — 

4, Rashard Lewis 6-10 F/C Alief, Texas/Alief Elsik _ 

5. Stromile Swift 6-9 F/C Shreveport, La./Fair Park LSU* 

6. Dan Gadzuric 6-11 F/C Byfield, Mass./Gov. Dummer Academy — 

7. Quentin Richardson 6-6 F/G  Chicago/Whitney Young DePaul 

8. Corey Maggette 6-6 F/G Oak Park, Ill./Fenwick Duke 

9, Ronald Curry 6-3 G Hampton, Va./Hampton _ 
10. JaRon Rush 6-7 F/G _ Kansas City/Pembroke Hill _— 

11. Vincent Yarbrough 6-7 F/G _ Cleveland, Tenn./Cleveland Tennessee 
12. Tayshaun Prince 6-8 F Compton, Calif./Dominguez Kentucky 
13. Schea Cotton 6-5 G/F Oakdale, Conn./St. Thomas More Acad. — 

14. Erick Barkley 6-1 G Pittsfield, Maine/Maine Central Inst. St. John’s 
15. Dane Fife 6-4 G Clarkston, Mich./Clarkston Indiana 
16, Mike Miller 6-8 F Mitchell, S.D./Mitchell Florida 
17. Ted Dupay 5-10 G Cape Coral, Fla./Mariner Florida 
18. Antonio Latimer 6-8 F Miami/Miami Senior DePaul 
19. Corey Hightower 6-6 G/F Durham, N.C./Mt. Zion Christian — 
20. Paris London 6-8 F Memphis/Hamilton Memphis 
21. Ray Young 6-5 G/F Alameda, Calif./St. Joseph Notre Dame UCLA 

22. Frank Williams 6-4 G Peoria, IIl./Manual Illinois 
23. Kris Lang 6-10 F/C — Gastonia, N.C./Hunter Huss N. Carolina 
24. Lloyd Price 6-5 F/G Mouth of Wilson, Va./Oak Hill Academy Xavier 
25. Lance Williams 6-9 C Chicago/Julian DePaul 


“Oral commitment 


Brick Oettinger is the recruiting analyst for Prep Stars Recruiters Handbook and ACC Area Sports Journal. For more infor- 


mation, contact 1-800-447-7667 or www.prepstars.com, 


And then 
there were 64 


: Through last Saturday’s games, 
: this is how we project the distri- 

: bution of seeds for the NCAA : 
_: Tournament (teams denoted with : 

: an “x” are projected to receive at- : 

: large bids): 

: No. 1 seeds: North Carolina, : 
: x-Duke, Arizona, Kansas. i 
: No, 2: Connecticut, Michigan : 
: State, Kentucky, x-Stanford. H 
: No. 3: x-Utah, x-Purdue, x-Ark- : 
: ansas, New Mexico. : 
i No. 4: x-South Carolina, x- : 
: UCLA, x-Maryland, Cincinnati. —: 
i No. 5: UMass, x-Mississippi, : 
: x-Syracuse, x-I'CU. H 
: No. 6: x-Temple, x-Indiana, : 
: x-West Virginia, x-Ilinois. i 
: No. 7: x-Michigan, x-St. John’s, : 
: Detroit, Princeton. i 
: No, 8: x-Wake Forest, x-Rhode : 

: Island, x-Florida State, x-Okla- : 
/ ; homa State. i 

: No. 9: x-George Washington, x- : 
: Xavier, x-Tennessee, Illinois State. : 
: No. 10: x-Georgia Tech, x-UNC : 
: Charlotte, x-Illinois-Chicago, x- : 
: Miami (Fla.). : 
: No. 11: x-Arizona State, x-St. : 
: Louis, x-Oklahoma, x-Iowa. i 
: No. 12: x-Nebraska, x-Wyoming, : 
: Ball State, Iona. ; 
: No. 13: Utah State, Murray : 
: State, Gonzaga, Arkansas State. : 
: No. 14: UNC Wilmington, | 
: College of Charleston, Appa- : 
: lachian State, Long Island. i 
: No, 15: Valparaiso, Delaware, : 
: Northern Arizona, Coppin State. : 
: No. 16: UNC Asheville, Nicholls : 
: State, Navy, Texas Southern. 


y_N ey 


*CAT FANCY: Kenyon Martin has 
helped UC to at least a 4 seed. 


On the bubble: Auburn, 


: Clemson, Colorado State, Dayton, 
: Fresno State, 
: Marquette, Pacific, Santa Clara, : 
: Southern Miss, Tulsa, Washing- : 
: ton, Western Michigan. 


Kansas State, 


Until Selection Sunday on 


Coaches corner: 


WHAT'S THE BEST WAY TO 
SLOW A ‘RUN-AND-GUN’ 
OFFENSE? 


Charlie 
Spoonhour, St. 
Louis: “Rebound of- 
fensively. If you can get 
second shots, the op- 
ponent has to leave 
more men in to re- 
bound. Also, have a 
good plan to get pres- 
sure on the ball as it comes up the floor.” 


Leon Barmore, 
Louisiana Tech 
women: “1.) Get five 
players back behind 
the ball by the time it 
crosses halfcourt. 2.) 
Mix defenses, espe- 
cially if they run from 
made baskets.” 


Wendy Larry, Old 
Dominion 
women: “Eat glass 
offensively and ulti- 
mately score. We 
would also use a con- 
taining fullcourt pres- 
sure defense.” 


watch 


: February frenzy: Fourteen of 28 
: conference tournaments begin this 


weekend, but amid the madness comes 


i several rematches that must be settled: 


: NORTH CAROLINA AT DUKE, 2 PM. ET 

; SATURDAY, ABC: Can Antawn Jamison, 

: not known for great games at Cameron, 
: Match last month’s romp against Duke? 


NEW MEXICO AT UTAH, 9:30 P.M. ET 
: SATURDAY, ESPN: If a foul or two more 


had been called last month, the Utes 


: might have ended New Mexico’s vaunt- 
: ed win streak at the Pit. With Royce 

: Olney, the Lobos’ 3-point threat, proba- 
: bly out, revenge could be sweet. 


: STANFORD AT ARIZONA, 1 P.M. ET 

: SATURDAY, CBS (REGIONAL): Then-unde- 
: feated Stanford fell at home to the 

: Wildcats and then lost two of its next 

: three before righting itself. A sweep 


could enable Arizona to become the 


: first Pac-10 team to go undefeated. 


: : KENTUCKY AT SOUTH CAROLINA, 7 P.M. 
: March 8, TSN will update its : 
: NCAA field daily at www.sport- : 
:; ingnews.com and on AOL (key- : route to the SEC East title. Can the 
: word: TSN). - 


ET SATURDAY, CBS (REGIONAL): South 
Carolina swept the series last year en 


: Wildcats return the favor? 
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WE MEET AGAIN AND AGAIN AND AGAIN 


Familiarity breeds contempt, and there are no schools more familiar or rivalrous 
with each other than Oregon and Oregon State. They have met an NCAA-record 
308 times, beginning in 1903. The Beavers have won 175 times—the most de- 
feats one school has accumulated vs. another in NCAA annals. The 309th edition 
of the Civil War takes place Sunday in Corvallis. Oregon and Oregon State and 
Washington and Washington State make up the six most-often played rivalries: 


Games Foes 
308 Oregon vs, Oregon State 
261 Oregon State vs. Washington 
260 Oregon vs. Washington 
256 Oregon State vs. Washington State 


Individual 
Scoring 


Rk. Name, school Cl G FG 3FG FT Pts. Avg. 
1. Charles Jones, Longlsland SR 24 257 95 82 691 28.8 


JEFF SWINGER / AP 
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2. Lee Nailon, Texas Christian JR 26 277 0 108 662 25.5 : 253 Or : 
3, Earl Boykins, Eastern Mich. SR 22 191 63 95 540245 : paul State’s Bonzi 16 ea VS. agrene aa = 
4. Brett Eppehimer, Lehigh JR 25 176 82173 607 243 Wa Chant in the shington vs. Washington State 
5. Cory Carr, Texas Tech SR 22 179 53115 526 23.9 ; ais J 
6. Mike Powell, Loyola (Md.) SR 24 174 38 185 571 238 : nation in scoring, Although familiar foes, none has dominated a rival 
7. Bonzi Wells, Ball State SR 23 193 42 114 542 236 = should surpass the way UCLA did Cal. From 1961 to 1985, the 
8, Antawn Jamison, N. Carolina JR 26 232 4 144 612 23.5 : Miami’s Ron Harper Briiveiboatitne Baars aniNGlaaeeordie2 conceals 
9, Pat Garrity, Notre Dame SR 22 175 28 121 499 22.7 (2,377 points) as the Sruins 
40. Matt Harpring, Georgia Tech SR 24 180 36136 532 22.2 : \@:00 point tive times. UCLA knows what it feels like, as its 41 
11, Mike Jones (es Coca Bi 27224 2 NT ne gl alee consecutive defeats by USC from 1932 to 1943 are 
. Evan ’ -) : . ff = ,, 
43, Richard Hamilton, UConn SO 26 203 75 93 574221 ; the second-longest such streak. —Tom Dienhart Corey Benjamin 
44. Saddi Washington, W. Mich. SR 22 161 47 115 484 22.0 : 
Xavier Singletary, Howard SO 18 123 56 94 396 220 : Steals : 
Rk. Name, school Cl G No. Avg. 1. Pepe Sanchez, Temple SO 5195 75-319) : Scoring offense 
1. Eric Taylor, St. Francis (Pa.) SR 25 300 120 2. Bonzi Wells, Ball State SR 23 89 39 : Rk. Team G WL Pts. Avg. 
2. Nick Davis, Arkansas SR 25 291 11.6 3, Damian Owens, West Virginia SR 25 83 33 ; 1, Texas Christian 27 23-4 2740 101.5 
3, Ryan Perryman Dayton SR 25 289 11.6 4. Roderick Blakney, South Carolina SR 22 70 32 2. Long sland 26 17-9 2520 969 
4. Thad Burton, Wright State SR 24 273 11.4 5. Jason Rowe, Loyola (Md.) SO 24 76 32 3. Arizona 25 22-3 2359 94.4 
5. Evan Eschmeyer, Northwestern SR 22 246 11.2 6. JR. Camel, Montana JR 26 82 32 4, Southern U. 23 14-9 2037 88.6 
6. Allen Ledbetter, Maine JR 24 267 11.1 7. LaRon Profit, Maryland JR 2 72 34 5. Duke 25 23-2 2200 88.0 
7. Rahshon Turner, Fairleigh Dickinson SR 23 250 10.9 8. Charles Jones, Long Island SR 24 75 3.4 6. Murray State 27 24-3 2364 «87.6 
K’Zell Wesson, La Salle JR 23 250 10.9 9. Mike Jones, Texas Christian SR 27 84 34 7. Florida International 24 17-7 2091 ~ 87.1 
TJ. Lux, Northern Illinois JR 23 250 10.9 10. Willie Coleman, DePaul JR 26 79 30 8. Purdue 26 22-4 2251 866 
10. Kenyon Ross, Mississippi Valley State SR 24 259 108 : 9. Arizona State 25 16-9 2150 86.0 
11. Tremaine Fowlkes, Fresno State JR 21 226 108 | Blocks : 40. Kansas 31 28-3 2659 858 
12, Michael Olowokandi, Pacific SR 25 265 10.6 : : 
x : Rk. Name, school Cl. G No. Avg. : 
ia Se tiwuat iis ao s os ay ae : 4. Jerome James, Florida A&M SR 22 111 50 : Scoring defense G WL Pts. Avg. 
Ts ar o sree i eer 8 eerie BST 2. Alvin Jones, Georgia Tech FR 25 111 44 = 4° princeton 31 20-1 1047 49.9 
aml Sl foes i Se ‘ 3. Calvin Booth, Penn St. JR 22 96 44 2. Col. of Charleston 24 20-4 1279 53.3 
Field-goal percentage 4. Etan Thomas, Syracuse SO 2 99 40 3. South Alabama 21 156 1161 553 
Rk. Name, School Cl G FGFGA Pct. 5. Tarvis Williams, Hampton SO 20 70 35 4. Utah 23 21-2 1305 567 
1. Todd MacCulloch, Washington JR 22 169253 66.8 6. Brian Skinner, Baylor SR 2 76 35 5. Wyoming 23 17-6 1338 58.2 
2. Zoran Viskovic, Valparaiso JR 25 135207 65.2 7. Caswell Cyrus, St. Bonaventure SO 2 83 33 6, Marquette 22 16-6 1293 588 
3. Ryan Moss, Arkansas-Little Rock JR 23 136209 65.1 8. Erik Nelson, Vermont SR 2 71 28 7. Wisconsin-Green Bay 24 14-10 1428 59.5 
4. Brad Miller, Purdue SR 24 124193 64.2 9. Michael Olowokandi, Pacific SR 25 69 28 8. Bradley 23 11-12 1377 59.9 
5. Leon Watson, Texas-San Antonio SO 23 135211 64.0 ; 10: Kenny Thomas, NewMexico JR 23 63 27 9, Temple 22 16-6 1323 60.1 
6. David Montgomery, SE Missouri JR 25 129204 63.2 10. Colorado State 24 19-5 1448 60.3 
7. Brian Miles, San Diego SR 24 142226 628 : 
8. Kareem Livingston, Appalachian State SR 24 121193 62.7 : 
9. Travis Lyons, Manhattan SR 24 137220 623 : moa 
10. Michael Olowokandi, Pacific SR 25 227367 619 : Individual 
. : | Scoring 
= pane fel goal percentage: G 3FG3FGA Pct. . | RK Name, school Cl. G FG3FG FT Pts. Avg. 
; aif tna ee apres tes . Allison Feaster, Harvard SR 21214 41147 616 29.3 
2 ion Caitenisess) SITS $023 53 91 582 | - Korie Hiede, Duquesne SR'24256 55 92 659) 27.5 Team 
a Gaby tigeerDayion eds eee . Cindy Blodgett, Maine © SR 19173 42119 507 26.7 
4. Kenyan Weaks, Florida SUMosasszesia2o | | Am OR Coes me See Scoring offense 
6. Mike basn Harvard wRzi 34 68 523 | . Tamika Whitmore, Memphis JR 23239 3123 604 26.3 soem os fad eee 
6. Justin Jones, Utah State SR 25 45 88 S11; Rebounding 1. Tennessee 29 29-0 2582 
7. Royce Olney, New Mexico SR 23 72 142 50.7 : Name, school Cl. G No. Avg. 2. Louisiana Tech 23 20-3 2034 
8. Jaraan Cornell, Purdue $0 25 58 115 504 : 3. Connecticut 27 25-2 2318 
Banter tieais Ronen ar 4 Murriel Page, Florida SR 25 327 13.1 
sNorthernArizona ==»-« SR 22-56 113 49.6 nA ; 4. Stanford 20 15-5 1710 
40. Toby Madison, South Alabama SR 21 50 101 49.5 2m: Nyree Roberts, Old Dominion SR 23 286 124 
" : : 3. Jessica Zinobile, St. Francis (Pa.) SO 24 289 12.0 x eels ceed on are aes 
Free-throw nta 4, Mfon Udoka, DePaul ; SR 21 252 12.0 . : 5 
Rk. norcona : 5. Alisha Hill, Howard SR 22 263 12.0 7. Colorado State 24 20-4 1985 
appre : Cl G FTFTA Pct. : 8, Grambling 23 17-6 1888 
. Pete Lisicky, Penn State SR 22 79 8 929 : z 
2. Clifton Ellis, SW Texas JR 23 65 70 929 : rego percentage et ABLE 0 
3. Matt Sundblad, Lamar YR 21 82 89 921 : Name, School Cl. G FG FGA DE OR:SiatalBarbara i 
4, Louis Bullock, Michigan JR 25 84 92 913 =] Barbara Farris, Tulane SR 24132 179 
5. Trajan Langdon, Duke JR 25 73 80 91.3 2, Myndee Larsen, Southern Utah = SR 23194 272 71. 
‘Keysracloneste RAE oe | tele See = 
. Kevin Au issouri SO 26 80 89 89.9 : d : : 
8. Eric Schraeder, St. Mary's JR 24 87 97 89.7 5. Amanda Wilson, LouisianaTech = JR 23212 327 2. 12-9 1146 
9, Jim Cantamessa, Siena SO 23 75 84 89.3 Assi ts 3. Texas-Arlington 16-7 1258 
10, Matt Heldman, Illinois SR 26 8393 892 : | Pe ae Sa roe ne “s a — ie ioe 
Assists ; 14. Dalma Ivanyi, Florida International JR 22 224 6. New Mexico 20-5 1389 
ia Rk. Name, school Cl. G No. Avg. : 2. Alli Bills, Utah SR 22 178 7. Liberty 24-0 1348 
1. Ahlon Lewis, Arizona State SR 25 231 9.2 3. Nicki Taggart, Marquette SR 25 188 8. Utah 19-3 1240 
2. Chico Fletcher, Arkansas State SO 25 201. 8.0 4. Gina Graziani, Miami (Fla.) $0 23 170 9, Florida International 21-1 1245 
3. Ed Cota, North Carolina SO 26 205 7.9 5. Lisa Witherspoon, Virginia Tech JR 23 167 10. Massachusetts 15-9 1369 
4. Rafer Alston, Fresno State JR 22172 7.8 
5. Mateen Cleaves, Michigan State $O 23 178 7.7 
6. Anthony Carter, Hawaii SR 21 159 7.6 
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TWO BIRDS, ONE STONE: Adding Wilkins not only 
helped the 49ers but hurt the Packers up front. 


Needful things 


Brett Favre attacking the 49ers’ cornerbacks. 
Dorsey Levens slicing through the 49ers for 114 
yards. Garrison Hearst running into a wall of 
Packers tacklers. 

These are a few of the 49ers’ unfavorite things 
from the NFC championship game, the things they 
have contemplated while pondering what it will 
take to get past the Packers and into the Super 
Bowl. Here’s a look at the 49ers’ specific areas of 
need and how they are addressing them: 

i Cornerback. With the waiving of Rod 
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M™& umor: The 49ers’ unstable ownership 
_W status, with longtime owner Ed DeBar- 
"Ww tolo, Jr. stepping down in December and 
| GM passing control on to his sister, will ham- 
string the team in free agency. : 

Fact: In an eight-day span, new managing owner 
Denise DeBartolo York gave the green light for 
nearly $20 million in signing 
bonuses to land three impact free 
agents—middle linebacker Winfred 
Tubbs, defensive end Gabe 
Wilkins and tight end Irv Smith— 
and to sign quarterback Steve 
Young and running back Garrison 
Hearst to new deals. 

Rumor: The 49ers are too old 
to make a serious Super Bowl run. 

Fact: Tubbs is 27, Wilkins and 
Smith are 26, and all three are ex- 
pected to be factors in 1998. 

Rumor: The 49ers are obsessed 
with beating the Packers, the team 
that has knocked them out of the 
playoffs three years running. 

Fact: The 49ers are obsessed 
with beating the Packers, the team 
that has knocked them out of the 
playoffs three years running. 

Don’t believe the team’s spin 
on that last one, either. 

“I don’t know that we’re ob- 
sessed,” director of football opera- 
tions Dwight Clark says. “But 
they’re certainly the team we're 
targeting. They're the best in the 
NFC, that’s for sure, and if you 
can’t beat those guys, you can’t get 
to the Super Bowl.” 

In other words, it’s the same 
old, same old in San Francisco, 
where the 49ers have shown 
themselves once again to be the 
NFLs most aggressive team when 
it comes to free agents and have 
rededicated themselves to taking 
= down a nemesis. 

Four years ago, they remade 
the team to get past the Cowboys, who had 
beaten the 49ers in back-to-back NFC title 


- aes 


JONATHAN DANIEL / ALLSPORT 


Woodson, a starting job exists. The 49ers are in- 
terested in the Ravens’ Antonio Langham. Failing 
that, they will draft or trade for a cornerback. 

@ Left tackle. Derrick Deese did a good job in 
an emergency role last season, but the 49ers 
would like more of a dominating run blocker. 
Deese is working to become bigger and has sup- 
port from the coaching staff. But the team is ex- 
pected to draft a big tackle. 

@ Linebacker. Gary Plummer’s 38-year-old 
body can’t handle another year of starting—he 
probably will retire—so the 49ers plucked Win- 
fred Tubbs, one of the NFL’s premier young run- 
stoppers. —Brian Murphy 


games—a re-molding highlighted by the pilfering 
of linebacker Ken Norton from Dallas. This year, 
with the Packers as the target, the 49ers pilfered 
Wilkins from Green Bay. 

“First and foremost, you try to improve your 
team and fill needs to help us win,” says 49ers 
coach Steve Mariucci. “And if that helps us beat 
Green Bay, good. If we fill our needs, it all works ~ 
in the direction of beating Green Bay.” 

Will it work? Skeptics may say the team has 
spent most of its free-agency coin on a defense 
that was already ranked No. 1 in the NFL last 
season and that the offense, which failed to score 
a touchdown in any of the team’s four losses last 
season, needs more attention. But Mariucci has a 
two-word reply to that: “Jerry Rice.” 

The anticipated return of Rice figures to cure 
some production woes. In addition, Smith is a 
young tight end who caught 45 passes in 1995. 

And remember four important factors when 
you analyze the reasoning behind the 49ers’ new 
acquisitions: 1) The Packers’ Dorsey Levens 
rushed for 114 yards on the 49ers’ front seven in 
the NFC championship game; 2) The starting 
middle linebacker in that game was Gary 
Plummer, who recently turned 38; 3) The 49ers 
will not have defensive tackle Dana Stubblefield 
next year; and 4) Wilkins was part of a Green Bay 
defense that shut down the 49ers’ running game 
during Green Bay’s 23-10 NFC title win. With 
Tubbs and Wilkins now in San Francisco, all four 
factors have been addressed. 

The 49ers think Wilkins established himself as 
a top run-stopper last year, his first as a starter, 
and that his pass-rushing skills will blossom with 
more experience. Wilkins will replace Chris 
Doleman at right end, though the 49ers would 
like to keep Doleman as a situational pass rusher. 

Tubbs came into his own last year and, at 6-4, 
250 pounds, has the size to anchor the middle 
behind a pair of light tackles—276-pound Bryant 
Young and 275-pound Junior Bryant, who will re- 
place the 300-pound Stubblefield. 

“Tt solidifies what they see as their only weak- 
nesses right now on defense,” Rams V.P. of player 
personnel Charley Armey says of the Wilkins and 
Tubbs signings. “They have a solid team 
throughout, so they can focus in on one or two 
spots each year that keeps them where they are.” 

Once more, the 49ers have alerted the rest of 
the league that a 13-3 regular season and a cham- 
pionship game appearance is not enough—even if 
it was Ed DeBartolo who set that standard. There 
was considerable worry in the Bay Area when 
DeBartolo relinquished control that York would 
tighten the purse strings and reduce expectations. 

The sound of checks being torn from her 
checkbook has quelled that qualm. 

“No one has told me to hold back, so I’m firing 
shots left and right,” Clark says. “We've been told 
to go for it, to put the best team possible out 
there.” TSN 


Brian Murphy covers the 49ers for the Santa 
Rosa Press Democrat and THE SPORTING NEWS. 
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HEAD TO HEAD NEGOTIATIONS: Stubblefield wants $7 million, but not many consider him to be worth it. 


There are good reasons 
Stubblefield is sitting idle 


player who has been important to 
them, and Stubblefield was the most 
productive player on the team’s defense last year. 
But remember, the 49ers originally planned on 
taking Stubblefield out on pass-rushing downs last 
season. They also talked about trading the defensive 
tackle the past two offseasons. This offseason, the 
49ers consciously have chosen to spend their 
money on other players instead of Stubblefield. 
And the 49ers weren't the only team that wasn’t 
doing backflips about the prospect of signing Stub- 
blefield. While tackles such as John Randle and Joel 
Steed had to beat away the suitors in the first manic 
wave of free agency, Stubblefield was a spectator. 
The reason is this: Stubblefield is not worth his 
asking price of $7 million per year. The 49ers will 
get far more out of middle linebacker Winfred 
Tubbs and defensive end Gabe Wilkins at a com- 
bined average of $6.85 million per season than they 
would have from Stubblefield for about the same 
price. Any team that thinks Stubblefield will produce 
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any are wondering why Dana Stubblefield, the Defensive 
Player of the Year, will be allowed to escape the 49ers. After 
all, the 49ers traditionally have found a way to sign every 


15 sacks every season probably needs a front-office 
overhaul. Stubblefield’s efforts have been inconsis- 
tent from year to year. Offenses don’t 
design their blocking schemes out of 
fear of him. He can be neutralized by 
a Pro Bowl-caliber player or a double 
team. He doesn’t have slippery pass 
rush moves like Randle’s, or an un- 
stoppable bull rush like Eric Swann’s. 

This is not to say Stubblefield is not 
a very good player. He is. There isn’t 
a team in the league that wouldn’t 
love to have him. He recognizes a 
play quickly and has unusual agility 
for a 300-pounder. Six of his sacks 
came on first downs, which shows he 
is able to sniff out a pass when most 
defenders are thinking run. Five of his 
sacks came inside the 49ers’ 25-yard 
line, so at times he came through 
when needed most. 


More NFL at 
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Out of sight 


Of all the incredible contracts signed in 
the last couple of weeks, the 
incredible may have been punter Craig 
Hentrich’s five-year, $5.5 million deal with 
the Oilers. It was expected that the best 
available free agents would see significant 
salary increases because ofthe new — 
television deal, but Hentrich’s contract is an 
indication that even the bottom feeders will 
get rich. : 

To put Hentrich’s deal in perspective, 
consider this: 

lH The average salary of a punter last 
season was $337,000. 

@ Hentrich’s average per season of $1.1 
million is 67 percent higher than the punter 
with the next-highest average, Dan 
Stryzinski of the Falcons at $660,000. 
Stryzinski was one of only three punters 
with an average of more than $600,000 
when Hentrich agreed to his deal. 

§ Even though Hentrich has been one of 
the league’s most consistent punters over 
the last four seasons, he never has been to 
a Pro Bowl and doesn’t have a thunder foot. 

@ Never before has a punter or kicker av- 
eraged $1 million per year. 

“I had people from a half-dozen teams 
tell me the week before this deal that no 
punter would ever get $1 million a year,” 
says Steve Weinberg, Hentrich’s agent, who 
negotiated the deal with Oilers general 
manager Floyd Reese in less than one hour. 

Many teams believe they can get away 
with paying a punter the minimum, but 
Weinberg says the 49ers and Bears also 
were willing to make Henirich the NFL’s 
highest-paid punter. 

The deal made sense for the Oilers 
because Hentrich’s 1998 cap number of 
$750,000 actually is lower than the 
$862,000 cap number they were committed 
to pay Reggie Roby, who was cut. 

“1 ook at where the NEL is going to be at 
the turn of the century, and some of these 
deals will look like great deals,” Reese says. 
“That’s the way it evolves.” 

Says Falcons general manager Harold 
Richardson, who signed Stryzinski just 
before he became a free agent: “I’m really 
glad it got done 
early.” 


A LEG UP: Hentrich 
now is the league’s 
highest-paid punter, 
but zero Pro Bowl 
appearances in four 
years and his less- 
than-booming leg 
make it hard to 
argue he’s the best. 
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But while Stubblefield had an excel- 
lent season, game film illustrates the 
sack total is misleading if used as the 
primary measure of his play. 

Several factors, in fact, led to Stub- 
blefield generating 15 sacks, including: 

Weak opponents. Stubblefield bene- 
fited from playing in the NFC West, 
which sent no interior offensive 
linemen to the Pro Bowl except for 
Stubblefield’s teammate, Kevin Gogan. 
Among the linemen he beat for sacks 
were the Eagles’ Bubba Miller (four 
times), the Falcons’ Robbie Tobeck 
(twice), the Rams’ John Gerak (twice) 
and the Chargers’ Joe Cocozzo (twice). 

When Stubblefield played against 
premier guards such as the Chiefs’ 
Dave Szott and the Vikings’ Randall 
McDaniel, he was shut out. 

And of all the quarterbacks Stubble- 
field sacked, only the Cowboys’ Troy 
Aikman is adept at avoiding sacks. 
Check out the other quarterback pelts 
hanging on Stubblefield’s mantle: the 
Falcons’ Billy Joe Tolliver (sacked 
twice), the Rams’ Tony Banks (twice), 
the Eagles’ Ty Detmer and Bobby 
Hoying (twice each), the Chargers’ 
Todd Philcox (twice), the Panthers’ 
Kerry Collins and the Saints’ Danny 

Wuerffel and Heath Shuler (one each). 
’ Three times, quarterbacks ran right 
into Stubblefield for sacks as if they 
were moths and he were light. 

Playing on a great team. On pass- 
rushing downs, Stubblefield had three 
other former Pro Bowl players on the 
line with him—Bryant Young, Chris 
Doleman and Kevin Greene. 


Avoiding double teams. Stubblefield 
was double-teamed on only two of his 
15 sacks. By comparison, Randle was 
double- or triple-teamed on almost all 
of his 15/2 sacks, according to former 
Vikings line coach John Levra. 

Young is the true star on the 49ers’ 
line. He drew double teams on seven 
of Stubblefield’s sacks. Stubblefield 
had eight sacks when Young wasn’t 
playing because of an ankle injury— 
but the opposition chose 
to double-team defen- 
sive tackle Junior Bryant, 
who will replace Stub- 
blefield in ’98, on four 
of Stubblefield’s sacks. 

Opposing coaches 
often felt comfortable 
leaving guards such as 
the untested Miller and 
washed-up Nate Newton 
of the Cowboys blocking 
Stubblefield without help. 

Late in the year, when 
Young came back from 
his injury but wasn’t 100 
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inside 


As incredible as cornerback Doug Evans’ five-year, $22.5 million 
contract with the Panthers was, he could have had an even more 
incredible deal. After 

Evans had agreed in 

principle with the 

Panthers but before he 

signed anything, the 

Vikings increased their 

offer for him to a 

staggering $30 million 

over five years. That 


would have given Evans, 
who never has been to a 
Pro Bowl, more per year 


percent, offenses were 
able to concentrate more 
on Stubblefield. The re- 
sult: no sacks in the last 
six games, and only two 
in his last eight. 

If Stubblefield is worth 


than what Deion Sanders 
makes. And, oh by the 
way, in December, the 
Packers could have re- 
signed Evans for $12.5 


$7 million a year, then 
John Randle may be 
worth $12 million. TSN 


million over five years. ... 
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Losing free-agent middle 
linebacker Winfred Tubbs 
to the 49ers was a major 


FAMILY MATTERS: Non-football 


Senior writer Dan Pompei covers the concerns may ground O'Donnell. 


NFL for THE SPORTING News. E-mail’ 


The pass rushers also benefited 


from having a Pro Bowl 
free safety in Merton 
Hanks, who is a consis- 
tent interception threat. 
The 49ers’ 25 intercep- 
tions were second high- 
est in the NFL. Six 
of Stubblefield’s sacks 
wouldn’t have been pos- 
sibleif coverage didn’t 
force the quarterback to 
hold onto the ball. 

The 49ers usually 
built quick leads on op- 
ponents, which allowed 
pass rushers to go all 
out after the quarter- 
back and not worry 
about the rushing 
game—opponents hayvy- 
ing to pass to get back 
in games. The 49ers’ 
defense faced 120 situa- 
tions of third and 6 or 
longer; the league av- 
erage was 113. Four 
of Stubblefield’s sacks 
came in the final min- 
utes of 49ers routs, 
when opponents were 
in desperation offenses. 


- but they didn’t have another incident the rest of the 


blow to the Saints, who had been trying to re-sign Tubbs for 
months. But Tubbs may not have been worth $14.25 million over 
five years to the Saints. His production was enhanced because he 
blitzed on about 30 percent of the Saints’ snaps. Tubbs pushed 
himself last season despite knee problems, and Saints hierarchy 
wondered if he would push himself again after landing a huge 
contract. Tubbs never has been one for spending much time in the 
weight room. His successor could be Brian Jones, who had a better 
training camp than Tubbs last year before blowing out his knee 
and spending the season on the injured reserve list. ... Quarterback 
Neil O’Donnell has mixed feelings about leaving the Jets. He 
obviously doesn’t have a great relationship with Bill Parcells, so 
playing for a coach who wants him is an appealing prospect. But 
O’Donnell’s family is in the New York area. His mother has had 
health problems, and O'Donnell would like to stay close to her. ... 
The Chiefs may trade for a defensive end. They could be willing 
to part with their first-round pick (27th overall) for Sean Gilbert. 
| Even though the Redskins have a franchise tag on Gilbert, they 
likely would accept a first-round pick in return. The Chiefs also 
have an interest in the Bears’ Alonzo Spellman. ... The Cardinals 
and Giants may wind up swapping backup quarterbacks through 
free agency. Kent Graham went from the Cardinals to the Giants; 
Dave Brown may end up going from the Giants to the Cardinals. 


him at pompei@sportingnews.com. 


Cornering 
the market 


Now that top cornerbacks Doug Evans, Jeff Burris, 
James Hasty and Ray Crockett are off the market, 
teams still in need of a cornerback can land one of 
two quality players who are on the trading block: 
Eric Allen of the Saints or Tyrone Poole of the 
Panthers. 

Allen is available because he no longer wants to 
play for Mike Ditka after Ditka chewed him out at 
halftime of the Saints’ loss to the 49ers at San 
Francisco. The two argued and had to be separated, 


year. Ditka doesn’t mind letting Allen go because he 
thinks Allen lacks toughness and isn’t a solid- 
enough tackler. 

Allen wants to play for the 49ers, and they want 
him. If the 49ers and Saints can’t agree on 
compensation (a third-round pick would get the deal 
done), Allen would accept a trade to the Broncos, 
Bucs or Jaguars. He would be willing to renegotiate 
his contract for any of those teams. But if he’s 
traded to any other team, Allen, 32, might retire. 

Poole, the second player drafted by the Panthers 
(after Kerry Collins), became available when the 
team signed Doug Evans away from the Packers. 
Carolina might accept a defensive lineman in return. 
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to cough up the mandatory two first-round draft picks for 
Wilkinson, so the Bengals have to agree on a trade. A first- 
rounder and a quality defensive player would get the deal done. A change of scenery 
would benefit Wilkinson and the Bengals, but the compensation has to be right. The 
Bengals are obligated to pay Wilkinson $3 million in 98. The Redskins are offering 
him five years at a hefty $20 million. 


SEEING GREENE: The team failed to land cornerbacks Jeff Burris and Doug Evans. Now 
it is aiming for the guy it covets the most: linebacker Kevin Greene. He's receptive to a 
reunion with defensive coordinator Dick LeBeau, who coached him in Pittsburgh, and 
relishes the fact he would be an instant leader and sack machine at left outside 
linebacker in the 3-4 defense. If the team lands Greene, several things happen. The 
Bengals can concentrate on left offensive tackle and cornerback in the draft. And the 
potential loss of free-agent linebackers Ricardo McDonald, Gerald Dixon and Andre 
Collins won't sting at all. If Greene gets lured away by the Steelers, Oilers or Panthers, 
Cincinnati’s defense is in for another struggle in the chemistry department. But if the 
team gets Greene, it has a great chance to be playoff bound. —Chick Ludwig 


2=aWN losses of outside linebacker Bryce Paup and cornerback Jeff 

, Burris. However, general manager John Butler says he wasn't 

willing to keep either player at the sums they received (Paup 

. ~ $22.5 million from the Jaguars and Burris $20.5 million from the 
= Colts). In the club’s 3-4 defense, Paup was superb as a pass 

rusher from the left side. But when the coaches switched to a 4-3 

scheme at midseason last year because of injuries to both starting inside linebackers, 

Paup struggled to play pass defense. The staff remains uncertain about what type of 

defense it will play this season. Given its problems at inside linebacker, the club might 

have to play a 4-3 alignment out of necessity. If that happens, Paup’s loss will be 

devastating. Marlon Kerner and Ken Irvin will battle to replace Burris. Look for Kerner 

to prevail, but first he must rehabilitate from a knee injury he suffered late last 

season. 

PANOS SIGNS: Since the free-agent offensive tackle market has dried up, the club 


turned its attention to guard, fullback and wide receiver. The team signed guard Joe 
Panos (Eagles); fullback Tony Carter (Bears) visited; and the front office offered 


receiver Bert Emanuel (Falcons) a multiyear deal. But Emanuel said no, and Carter lost : 


interest. Panos signed for four years and $11.5 million. ... As expected, the 
organization released defensive end Jim Jeffcoat. He’s expected to retire and pursue a 
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coaching career, possibly with the Bears and friend Dave Wannstedt. —Sal Maiorana 


Broncos 

TOGETHERNESS: For the first time 
since the advent of free agency, 
energies will be focused on 
keeping the team together instead 
of luring big-name players. The 
team took a hit when middle 
linebacker Allen Aldridge signed 
with Detroit, but coach Mike Shanahan is confident he 
can re-sign most of his other free agents. The club 
thinks it has the personnel to replace Aldridge, 25, 
whose 80 tackles last season were 41 fewer than he 
had in 1996. Bill Romanowski is expected to move into 
the middle from the strongside, and Glenn Cadrez 
figures to slip into Romanowski’s spot. ... Neil Smith has 
left no doubt he wants to return, but at age 31 he'll 
have to do it at the front office’s price. A handful of 
teams are after Smith, including his hometown Saints. 


SEATTLE IN PURSUIT: Shanahan might lose one of his 
guards. Mark Schlereth and Brian Habib are being 
pursued by the Seahawks. Re-signing Schlereth is the 
priority. It’s no coincidence that the team’s playoff run 
came after Schlereth returned from back surgery. He’s 
a punishing run blocker and a leader. If Habib leaves, 
the club probably would sign a second-tier guard to 
compete with Dan Neil, a third-round draftee last year. 
.. When offered a contract, free-agent wide receiver 
Justin Armour jumped at the chance to return to his 
home state. Armour, a former Stanford player, who is 
from Manitou Springs, Colo., hasn't produced much 
since ‘95, when he caught 26 passes with Buffalo, but 
he’s a veteran of the West Coast offense and, at 6-4, is 
the size Shanahan covets in a receiver. —Jim Armstrong 
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JACKSON'S JACKPOT: By signing 
free agent John Jackson, the 
Steelers’ No. 1 left tackle for nine 
seasons, the club addressed a 


$26.5 million, six-year contract— 
the richest deal ever for an offensive lineman. Not bad 
for a 10th-round draft pick out of Eastern Kentucky 
whose first signing bonus was $11,500. Vaughn Parker 
will move from left to right tackle and supplant Tony 
Berti, who now will fight for playing time at guard, The 
team hopes the Jackson signing signals a new start for 
what has been a porous, quarterback-endangering line. 
Jackson, who has started 130 games and 32 in a row, 
adds skill and experience to a young group that was 
often overmatched last season. “I can’t tell you how 
much this means to our organization,” general manager 
Bobby Beathard says. ... Running back Natrone Means, 
abruptly cut after the 1995 season despite setting a 
franchise record with 1,350 rushing yards in ’94, is 
open to returning to the club after two seasons with 
Jacksonville. 


THE WAITING GAME: Coach Kevin Gilbride is waiting to 
hear if defensive end William Fuller will return after a 
disappointing season (three sacks). “We haven't heard 
definitely,” Gilbride says. “I think he has a lot of pride, 
and it bothered him that he didn’t finish up the way he 
wanted.” With a $1.8 million guaranteed contract, look 
for Fuller to be back—even at age 36. ... The club is 
still interested in free-agent offensive lineman Roman 
Fortin (Falcons). —Jay Paris 


RUNNING IN PLACE: Free-agent 
running back Greg Hill has been 
told he will not return in 1998, 
and the team is discussing options 


critical need. But it was hardly a iw ~21=—= that could preclude paying big 
Aj] cheap endeavor. Jackson received a =~ money for a free-agent back. 


Holdovers from 1997 include 
three fullbacks—Donnell Bennett, Kimble Anders and 
Tony Richardson—and halfback Marcus Allen. Coach 
Marty Schottenheimer could move Bennett to tailback, 
where he played in college. But Bennett now carries 
248 pounds and he would need to trim down (maybe 
230) to play a quicker game while improving his 
receiving skills. Whatever happens, Schottenheimer 
wants to get away from the running back-by-committee 
setup the team has used the past several years. ) 


QUICK RELEASE: The decisions not to pursue free agents 
Michael Dean Perry, Steve Wallace, Lake Dawson, Todd 
Scott, Tracy Simien and Hill and to release Joe Phillips 
and Derrick Walker were predictable. Walker was 
victimized by the emergence of rookie tight end Tony 
Gonzalez and the 1997 performance of Ted Popson. 
Look for those players to be paired in a new two-tight 
end set that would exploit Gonzalez’s receiving skills 
and Popson’s tenacious blocking. But letting Phillips go 
creates a hole on the line and makes nose tackle a 
priority. Tom Barndt split time with Phillips in run 
situations last year, and Dan Williams took over on 
passing downs in the nickel package. The Chiefs are 
looking for someone to plug the middle against the run 
and protect middle linebacker Donnie Edwards, who 
plays light. —Luciana Chavez 


LINING UP: Club president Bill 
Polian is wasting no time 
addressing the offensive line, one 
of the team’s least efficient areas 
last season. After Polian reviewed 
videotape with coach Jim Mora and 
offensive line coach Howard Mudd, 
it was determined last year’s first-round pick, Tarik 
Glenn, would open 1998 at left tackle. That was his 
projected position coming out of Cal, but he was 
moved to right guard when protracted contract 
negotiations forced him to miss most of the preseason. 
With Glenn penciled in at left tackle, Adam Meadows 
will move to right tackle. Another change will involve 
Tom Myslinski, a 13-game starter for the Steelers over 
the last two seasons. Myslinski signed a three-year 
contract and will start at right guard. 


CORNERED: The acquisition of a front-line cornerback 
was a top offseason priority, and Polian satisfied the 
need by signing Jeff Burris from the Bills. How 
determined was Polian to satisfy that need? He made 
Burris the third-highest-paid corner in the league by 
signing him to a five-year, $20 million contract that 
included a $5 million signing bonus. Burris is 
considered a solid but not spectacular cover man. He 
can expect to run back kicks after setting career 
records in Buffalo for punt returns (100) and return 
yardage (1,045). Burris and Carlton Gray, who was 
signed to a four-year, $9.7 million contract last 
offseason, are natural left corners, which will force 
secondary coach George Catavolos to make a difficult 
decision on who to start there. —Mike Chappell 


FREE-AGENT SIGNINGS: The team 
took two steps toward rebuilding 
its offensive line by signing 
unrestricted free agent Kevin 
Donnalley and restricted free agent 
Matt Campbell. Donnalley brings 
aggressiveness, which the team 
lacked since the retirement of Ron Heller after the 1995 
season. “I’m not the most athletically gifted player,” 
says Donnalley, who received a four-year, $14 million 
contract that included a $4 million signing bonus. 
“What I like to do is play aggressively and inflict pain 
to the point that the other guy quits by the third 
quarter.” Donnalley helped Tennessee become the No. . 
3 rushing team in the NFL last season. Campbell was a 
starter for Carolina in 1996 when the Panthers 
advanced to the NFC title game. He also helped kick- 
start an aggressive, straight-ahead running attack. The 
Panthers have until Friday to match the Dolphins’ offer, 
but the Panthers would receive no compensation if he 
signs elsewhere. The signing of Campbell likely means 
that tackle James Brown will sign elsewhere. 


DRAFT CONSIDERATIONS: Look for the team to take a 
strong interest in draftable guards such as Olin Kreutz of 
Washington and Kyle Turley of San Diego State. Turley, 
who is considered more of a tackle, likely will go in the 
first round. Kreutz could be available in the second. ... 
The team assigned five players to the World League, 
including quarterback Damon Huard. The team is 
hoping that Huard continues to develop so that it can 
resist the temptation of drafting a quarterback in the 
fifth or sixth round this year. —Jason Cole 


ADDING SOME PAUP: The team feels 
it significantly improved the 
defense’s front seven by signing 
Bills linebacker Bryce Paup to a 
five-year, $21.9 million deal. Paup 
will play strongside linebacker. 
Kevin Hardy will move to the 
weakside, with Eddie Robinson the odd man out. 
Robinson could be released if he does not restructure a 
contract that will pay him $1.8 million this season. By 
signing Paup, coach Tom Coughlin strayed from his plan 
of signing younger players, in large part because he 
thinks his team is ready to compete for a Super Bowl. 
The question being asked is whether Paup, who will 
turn 30 this week, has enough left to warrant that type 
of money. ... The Jaguars also re-signed defensive end 
Jeff Lageman, who had been considering retirement. 
Lageman was an unrestricted free agent who told 
Coughlin of his plans to return for one final season last 
week. The team promptly rewarded Lageman with a 
one-year, $2.3 million deal. Lageman, who was being 
courted by several other teams, was scheduled to visit 
Denver the day after he signed. 


AROUND THE CORNERS: The Jaguars had hoped to land 
a top-notch cornerback in free agency, but their pursuit 
of the Packers’ Doug Evans and the Bills’ Jeff Burris 
ended when the price got too high. Evans was their top 
target, but the team bowed out when the price got over 
$4.1 million. Evans signed with the Panthers, while 
Burris signed with the Colts. The team is hoping to 
move up to the top four spots in the draft for a shot at 
Michigan's Charles Woodson. —Pete Prisco 


SHAPING UP: The renovation of the offensive line got off to a good 
start with the signing of former Seahawk Kevin Mawae. The team 
made him the highest-paid center in the league, signing him to a 
: five-year, $16.8 million deal, including a $5 million bonus. But 
pe : there still is work to be done. The club is in the market for a 

‘ guard and is hoping to land Joe Panos (Eagles), Todd Rucci 
(Patriots) or Todd Burger (Bears). Once that issue is resolved, 
attention will shift to right tackle. Incumbent David Williams, plagued by back 
problems, may retire but will wait until June before announcing a decision. His 
backup is Siupeli Malamala, a stop-gap player. The free-agent market is weak at right 
tackle, so the front office must invest a high draft pick on a tackle. Fullback/tight end 
Keith Byars (Patriots), a Bill Parcells favorite, also is being considered. 


NO DISCOUNT: Quarterback Neil O’Donnell is balking at a proposed pay cut for what is 
believed to be about 50 percent of his $4.25 million salary in 1998. If O’Donnell 
refuses, he probably will be released or traded. ... Punter Brian Hansen’s days appear 
numbered. He did a solid job last season, but the team wants a younger leg. Coaches 
are high on Nick Gallery, who ended last season on the practice squad. If he flops, 
don’t be surprised if Parcells signs former Giant Sean Landeta. ... The organization was 
upset when it heard that kicker John Hall was arrested on charges of possessing 
marijuana and drug paraphernalia. Hall, coming off a promising rookie season, 
probably will be placed in the NFLs substance-abuse program. —Rich Cimini 


yo CLOSING THE GASH? With Bruce Armstrong and Willie McGinest 
—< > signed to long-term deals, the club has turned its attention to free- 
agent fullback Sam Gash, who is looking for a deal averaging 
more than $2 million per season. Gash is talking to several NFL 
clubs, but he has said his preference is re-signing with New 
England. It wasn’t always that way, particularly at the end of last 
season when his inconsistent play and his unhappiness with his 
role made him unlikely to return. However, hourlong meetings with coach Pete Carroll 
and new offensive coordinator Ernie Zampese (who utilized Daryl Johnston so well in 
Dallas) resolved the differences. “Fullback is a real important part of this offense,” 
Carroll says. “Somebody has to play the position, and Sam is our guy. We'd like to 
keep him, but he’s a free agent and has the opportunity to shop around. So we have 
to sit back and see what it all means. But he is going to fill an important role on this 
team, and we'd like to keep him.” 


THE RUCCI FACTOR: If Todd Rucci leaves, the club will give Heath Irwin and Damon 
Denson the chance to compete for the right guard position. Because both are more 
effective at left guard, the team also could move Max Lane to the right side and let the 
two newcomers compete at a position where they feel more comfortable. Lane played 
right tackle for three years before moving to left guard last year. The coaches like him 
on the left side, but with Irwin and Denson’s inexperience, the team may gamble and 
move Lane again. —Kevin Mannix 


FREE-AGENT FIRE: Anyone doubting the team’s resolve in this 
free-agent season needs only to look at the signing of wide 
receiver Yancey Thigpen. The team brought Thigpen in on the first 
day of free agency and signed him the next. He canceled trips to 
Dallas and Baltimore. And while most observers outside the 
organization were surprised to see the Oilers jump so quickly into 
~ the free-agency waters, the five-year, $21 million deal Thigpen 
signed might have done more inside the team’s locker room than on the field. “I think 
this does send a message, not only to people around the league, but to our own 
players that we're going to do what it takes to compete,” G.M. Floyd Reese says. 
Players had grumbled privately that the team wouldn't spend the money it takes to 
compete with the upper-echelon teams until it opened a new stadium in 1999. The 
move also means Derek Russell probably is finished with the team. If another receiver 
is signed, Willie Davis might be in trouble as well. 


KICKING ROBY OUT: The team also signed free-agent punter Craig Hentrich from the 
Packers for $5.5 million over five years. Reggie Roby was released to make room for 
Hentrich. Roby struggled to maintain consistency and hang time for most of last 
season, finishing with a 41.8-yard average compared with Hentrich’s 45 yards per 
kick. Hentrich also will kick off, a job held last season by Al Del Greco, and hold for 
kicks. Del Greco’s kickoffs were consistently short and the Oilers are hoping this will 
improve the team’s spotty kick coverage. —Jeff Legwold 


GOING, GOING, ALMOST GONE: Team officials insist they hope - 
defensive tackle Chester McGlockton wears silver and black next 
season, but behind the scenes they're trying to trade him. Less 
than a week after naming McGlockton their exclusive franchise 
= player, the Raiders gave him permission to talk to the Redskins. If 
' McGlockton can reach a long-term contract agreement with 
Washington (or any other team the Raiders approve), then a trade 
would be likely. They're seeking at least a first-round draft choice. ... By using the 
“exclusive” label on McGlockton, the team assured him of a 1998 salary between 
$4 million and $5 million. The label also prevents McGlockton from negotiating with 
any other team without the Raiders’ permission. ... The team might dramatically 
reshape its defensive line next season. Defensive end Anthony Smith, who had a team- 
high 6'% sacks, exercised an option to void his contract and become a free agent. 


HELP WANTED: With the punishment starting quarterback Jeff George absorbs, look for 
the Raiders to shop for a solid backup—maybe former Eagles quarterback Ty Detmer. 
Detmer would prefer to compete for a starting job, but he also has strong ties with 
new Raiders coach Jon Gruden. They worked together in Green Bay and Philadelphia. 
The team released last year’s backup, David Klingler, February 12. ... The team 
addressed needs by re-signing special teams standout John Henry Mills and backup 
center Curtis Whitley. Safety Eddie Anderson, who had been with the Raiders since 
1987, was released. —Ron Kroichick 
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CORNER RISK: The team gambled 
by agreeing to a multi-year deal 
with Rod Woodson, but it thinks the 
former Steelers and 49ers 
cornerback still can play. Woodson, 
who will turn 33 in March, would 
be an upgrade over Antonio 
Langham and DeRon Jenkins, the starting cornerbacks 
last season, and give the team much more versatility. 
Woodson will be able to cover the inside receiver in a 
three-receiver set as well as defend the opponent's best 
receiver in a two-receiver set. ... If the team handles the 
situation right, the signing of running back Errict Rhett 
should have a significant impact. Coach Ted 
Marchibroda plans to switch from using a feature back 
to a two-back formation. Rhett doesn’t have great 
speed, but he’s a power runner. What the team needs 
to do is decrease the focus on its passing game and let 
Rhett carry the ball 20 to 23 times per game behind 
the league’s biggest offensive line. 


THE QB PICTURE: The addition of quarterback Jim 
Harbaugh will be a plus, but not necessarily because he 
is more talented than Vinny Testaverde, the former 
starter. Testaverde has greater arm strength, but 
Harbaugh plays with more emotion and seems to have 
better communication with his teammates. Just because 
Testaverde has permission to speak with other teams, 
don’t look for the team to allow him to go easily. It is a 
lot stronger with him as a backup than with Eric Zeier. 
.. With Langham possibly seeking a salary of more 
than $3 million for ’98, don’t look for the team to try 
too hard to re-sign him. —Mike Preston 


REPLACING THIGPEN: The loss of wide receiver Yancey Thigpen will 
hurt in more ways than one. Thigpen had 79 catches for 1,398 
yards last season, numbers that will be difficult to replace. 
Furthermore, he became Kordell Stewart's favorite target, and 
Thigpen almost always responded with big catches. Don’t expect 
the club to sign a free-agent receiver the caliber of Thigpen. They 
probably will go into the season with the same cast of receivers as 
last season, particularly with the return of Mike Adams and Henry Bailey. Both missed 
a lot of time in 1997 because of knee injuries. Thigpen’s spot probably will go to Will 
Blackwell, whom the coaches really like. Courtney Hawkins will be the No. 3 receiver 
behind Blackwell and Charles Johnson. 


WHO’S NEXT? With John Jackson gone, look for offensive lineman Justin Strzelczyk to 
move to left tackle. The Steelers will then try Jamain Stephens or Paul Wiggins at right 
tackle. The good news is that left guard Will Wolford has told the team he will return 
for his 14th NFL season. The club also would like to re-sign free-agent guard Tom 
Myslinski. Last season, he started six games and played well. ... Director of football 
operations Tom Donahoe might be tempted to look at wide receiver Andre Hastings, 
who left the Steelers last season for the Saints. ... The re-signing of nose tackle Joel 
Steed keeps intact a defensive line that made tremendous progress last season. The 
only other key free agent on defense is outside linebacker Jason Gildon, whose fate 
could be determined by the return of Greg Lloyd. —Gerry Dulac 


Buccaneers 


Gp BACKUP SHOPPING: Steve Walsh was the backup quarterback last 

Syke season, and he remains under contract for one more season. The 
team isn’t opposed to using Walsh behind Trent Dilfer again, but it 
is looking at some options. Don’t be surprised if the team tries to 
sign a veteran backup such as Dave Brown. The team believes 
Walsh is adequate at best, although he did serve a crucial role as 
Dilfer’s mentor in 1997. But Walsh played only sparingly, and 
the team may not be willing to gamble on Dilfer staying injury-free again. The club 
has high hopes for third-teamer Scott Milanovich, but neither Walsh nor Milanovich 
has shown he is capable of taking over the team and winning. 


EARLY RETURNS: Surprisingly, the team has shown serious interest in Carolina’s Pro 
Bowl kick returner Michael Bates. Wide receivers Karl Williams and Reidel Anthony did 
a fine job while sharing kick returning duties last season, but the team would like to 
let them concentrate solely on offense. Ideally, the team would like to use Williams 
and Anthony as the starting wide receivers, with Horace Copeland slipping to No. 3 or 
No, 4 in the rotation. If Bates doesn’t sign, look for the team to turn its sights toward 
Cincinnati’s David Dunn. ... Signing a top-notch cornerback appeared to be one of the 
team’s goals at the start of free agency, but that plan has gone out the window. With 
few quality cornerbacks remaining on the market, the most likely scenario would be 
to add help through the draft. But don’t rule out the possibility of a trade, because the 
team could be interested in Carolina's Tyrone Poole. —Pat Yasinskas 
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A GOOD CATCH: Will the Steelers pursue Hastings? 


filling its biggest need on defense 
by agai linebacker Darrin Smith, 
the team lost the player it had _ 
deemed its top free-agent priority 
when center Kevin Mawae jumped 
to the Jets. The loss of Mawae 
creates a cavernous depression in the middle of an 
already weak offensive line. The team was looking to 
upgrade by acquiring a right guard even before the 
defection. A short list of candidates to replace Mawae 
starts with Carolina’s Frank Garcia and also includes the 
Bucs’ Jim Pyne and the Lions’ Kevin Glover. The team 
also could use its second- or third-round pick in the 
draft on a center, with Washington’s Olin Kreutz rated 
one of the best. But Dennis Erickson does not want to 
entrust the middle of his offensive line to a rookie. 
Frank Beede saw very little action at center last year as 
Mawae’s backup, but Beede did start six games at right 
guard. He made the club two years ago as a rookie free 
agent, but the team feels he could get the job done if it 
is able to obtain a veteran right guard to play beside 
him. 


STRONG BACKING: The arrival of Smith, who struggled 
through an injury-marred season with the Eagles last 
year, will allow the team to be more aggressive— 
especially Chad Brown. At 6-1, 230 pounds, Smith is 
not a prototypical linebacker, but he is the type 
Erickson prefers—quick and smart. As vice president of 
football operations Randy Mueller puts it, “Darrin might 
not have been the best linebacker available, but he’s 
the best fit for us.” —Clare Farnsworth 


ED NESSEN / TSN 


SHOPPING SPREE: Edgar Bennett was signed from the Packers with 
the intention of making him the feature tailback. The front office 
initially wanted to retain Raymont Harris, but not at the $2.46 
million transition player price tag. The signing of 250-pound 
fullback Ty Hallock underscores the plan to go with a blocking 
back in a traditional backfield package rather than the failed 
tailback-tandem look the team had in recent seasons with Harris 
and Rashaan Salaam. There is little chance Salaam will be back, and Harris was 
unhappy sharing the feature back role. Since the Bears made playing-time promises to 
Bennett in order to outbid his hometown Jaguars, it spells bad news for Harris. 


DALLAS NORTH: Joe Brodsky was brought in to fill the vacancy at running backs coach. 
Brodsky worked with coach Dave Wannstedt and offensive line coach Tony Wise at the 
University of Miami and with the Cowboys, where defensive coordinator Bobby Slowik 
also was an assistant in ’92. The defensive staff was shuffled to prevent assistant Greg 
Schiano from being hired away. Schiano, who is skilled working with nickel packages, 
was promoted from defensive assistant to secondary coach. Secondary coach Carlos 
Mainord takes over the linebackers. Former Bears linebacker Ron Rivera returns as an 
assistant. Last year, Slowik coached the linebackers in addition to being the 
coordinator. ... Personnel vice president Mark Hatley says the club isn’t ruling out 
bringing back Rick Mirer as the No. 2 quarterback. Mirer's willingness to take a pay 
cut will determine his future in Chicago. —/ohn Mullin 


SLOW START: The free-agency period started with a thud when 
the team lost return specialist and third receiver Kevin Williams to 
the Bills and quarterback Kent Graham to the Giants. It also 
LNG appears the Cardinals will allow end Michael Bankston to escape 
e ‘=== to the Bengals, refusing to match their three-year, $6 million offer 
SAA sheet. The loss of Williams will be significant. He ranked among 
 — the league’s best dual-purpose receivers last season, and he might 
have been the best over the closing five weeks. Still, the club won't have as much 
trouble replacing Williams in his role of third receiver as it will in his more dynamic 
role of return specialist. Who can blame Graham for leaving the team? When he was 
injured—coincidentally, against the Giants—last season and lay writhing in pain on the 
turf at Sun Devil Stadium, the home crowd actually cheered. And Graham probably 
would have been forced into a backup role behind Jake Plummer. 


HELP WANTED: So far, the club has been a big loser in free agency, but it will contend 
for the services of players who could change that. Ricky Watters has scheduled a visit. 
One quick way to improve the league's worst rushing attack would be to sign Watters, 
who annually ranks near the top of the NFC rushing charts. The club also needs help 
at both safety spots and is making another run at Cowboys free agent Brock Marion, 
who was courted, and nearly signed, last summer. ... The club has signed offensive 
tackle Jon Clark from the Bears, and re-signed Brad Ottis, J.J. McCleskey, Cedric Smith 
and Brent Burnstein. —Lee Shappell 


who signed with Buffalo last Friday, and Miami's Everett Mclver. 
Mclver was a full-time starter last season and was a Cowboys 
practice squad player for most of '93. But with roughly $5 million 

* available under the salary cap, the team cannot afford to sign a 
guard for $3 million per year to replace Larry Allen, who was moved to left tackle. 
With guard Nate Newton, 36, scheduled to count about $800,000 in '98, the team is 
compelled to try to get another year out of him. But after an injury-filled '97 season, 
there is some question how badly Newton, who is recovering from having his left 
knee scoped and surgery on his right shoulder, still wants to play. 


BYE, GEORGE: Offensive lineman George Hegamin signed with Philadelphia and two 
other free agents—free safety Brock Marion and wide receiver Billy Davis—were being 
courted heavily. Marion visited the Dolphins and the Cardinals, two teams with lots of 
cap space. It's doubtful the Cowboys could match an offer of $3 million per season 
for Marion, which means they would have to find a more inexpensive alternative in 
the free-agent market or rely on second-year player Omar Stoutmire to start. Restricted 
free agent Davis visited the Dolphins and plans to visit the Eagles. If a team signs 
Davis to an offer sheet and the Cowboys do not match, they would receive no 


compensation. —Mickey Spagnola 


PRICED OUT: Although the team 
tried to keep starting defensive 
tackle Dan Owens, losing him to the 
Lions isn’t a huge blow. The club 
eventually wants to insert a big run 
stuffer at the right tackle position, 
and Owens (6-3, 280) didn’t fit the 
mold. Owens was valuable because he was a bargain— 
he signed a two-year deal for $1.2 million in ’96 and 
then started 24 games. When the Lions offered 

$5.7 million over three years, Owens ceased to be a 
bargain. Last season, Owens had a career-high eight 
sacks as part of a front four that ranked as one of the 
league’s best pass-rushing units. If the club doesn’t sign 
or draft another defensive tackle, Owens’ replacement 
probably will be 1997 backup Shane Dronett, who was 
recently re-signed, or 97 second-round pick Nathan 
Davis (6-5, 320), who was a bust last season. 


BARGAIN SHOPPERS: The club is in the red in player 
movement so far, and that may be because it was in 
the red financially in ’97. Because the team fared so 
poorly at the gate, it can’t afford the big bonuses being 
offered elsewhere. The team’s only signings have been 
four of its players—kicker Morten Andersen, Dronett, 
punter Dan Stryzinski and reserve offensive linemen 
Scott Adams. In addition to losing Owens, receiver 
Michael Haynes retired and defensive end Anthony 
Pleasant, center Roman Fortin and offensive tackle 
Antone Davis were released. Quarterback Ty Detmer and 


BACKFIELD MOTION: The front office must decide between 
pursuing a free-agent running back and attempting to re-sign free 
agent Charlie Garner. A deal with Garner almost was done before 
the free-agent market opened, but it fell apart at the last minute. 
When it appeared Garner was a goner, talks reopened and a 
scheduled visit with the Packers’ Edgar Bennett was canceled. The 
Seahawks’ Steve Broussard did visit, but nothing happened. The 
club’s wish is for a three-pronged backfield attack of second-year man Duce Staley, 
fullback Kevin Turner and either Garner, who coach Ray Rhodes does not feel is an 
every-down back, or another speed back. Some advice: Sign Garner. ...Ricky Watters 
began his free-agent tour with a stop in Arizona. The only thing certain is that 
Watters will not return to the Eagles. 


THAT OLD COLLEGE TRY: Although the team never announced the firing of special 
teams coach Joe Wessel, it did announce the hiring of John Harbaugh as his 
replacement. Harbaugh was the special teams coach at Indiana University last year. 
His hiring, along with the appointment of offensive coordinator Dana Bible, gives the 
team 10 assistant coaches who have come straight from the college ranks. ... Free- 
agent quarterback Ty Detmer visited Atlanta and Chicago in his quest to become a 
starting quarterback again. His best shot appears to be with Chicago, where offensive 
coordinator Matt Cavanaugh wants to install the West Coast offense. Free-agent guard 
Joe Panos made several visits and signed with the Bills. —Mark Eckel 


INTO THE BREECH: The club wasted 
no time attacking its shortcomings 
by signing Saints linebacker 
Winfred Tubbs and Green Bay’s 
Gabe Wilkins. Tubbs was signed to 
fill a void at inside linebacker, 
where starter Gary Plummer, 38, 
has started the past four seasons. Plummer hasn't told 
the club for sure but has hinted he may not return. 
With Dana Stubblefield all but gone, the club needed to 
strengthen its run defense. Tubbs was part of that, and 
Wilkins was another part. Tubbs, 27, and Wilkins, 26, 
fit the team’s plan to get younger. Wilkins probably will 
take Chris Doleman’s spot at defensive end. The club 
would like to make Doleman a situational pass rusher. 
Wilkins is an ideal fit—he strengthens the line and 
weakens the Packers. 


THERE'S MORE: Signing New Orleans tight end Irv Smith 
helped fill the void left by Brent Jones’ retirement. 
Second-year player Greg Clark is an excellent run 
blocker and a capable receiver, but the team needed 
another strong young tight end for two-tight end 
running formations and to give Clark competition for 
the starting job. ... The club is still pursuing cornerback 
help, targeting Baltimore's Antonio Langham, the top 
remaining cover man. Losing cornerback Tyronne 
Drakeford to New Orleans heightens that need. ... The 
club’s search for a free-agent offensive tackle hasn't 
produced anything. The team liked Washington's Joe 


JAN 


Patton, but he returned to the Redskins. Should left 
tackle Derrick Deese not return, the club will use the 
draft to search for a replacement. —Brian Murphy 


running back Amp Lee were the only free agents to visit 
during the first week of the signing period, but Lee 
re-signed with the Rams last Friday. —Tony Fabrizio 


———— > 
FREED SAFETY? The Cowboys could lose Marion. 


BACKUP TO FUTURE: The team completed its long-anticipated 
change at backup quarterback by signing free agent Kent Graham 
to replace Dave Brown, who was released after six seasons with 
the team. Brown said he didn’t believe he got enough of a 
chance, but coach Jim Fassel lost faith in Brown's ability to lead 
the team back to championship contention. Graham, a solid pro 
with a strong arm and mental toughness, flourished in 1996 
when he was with the Cardinals and Fassel was his offensive coordinator. ... The team 
quickly accomplished many of its offseason priorities, re-signing kicker Brad Daluiso 
and safety Tito Wooten, signing Graham and reworking the contract of underpaid 
All-Pro linebacker Jessie Armstead. Taking care of Armstead was important because 
he generally was considered the team’s MVP last season and was well aware of the 
huge contracts less-talented players around the league were getting. 


BOYS OF SUMMER: Now that the team has taken care of keeping its own key players 
and resolving the backup quarterback situation, it probably will move cautiously 
through the rest of the free-agency period. The team might become more active in 
June, when the secondary free-agent market heats up and the team expects to have 
more cap money. ... Free agent Thomas Randolph, who was relegated to the fourth 
cornerback for most of 1997, almost certainly will sign elsewhere. That will leave 
three solid corners in Jason Sehorn, Phillippi Sparks and Conrad Hamilton, but someone 
will have to be. brought in to provide depth. —Neil Best 


BACKUP PLAN: After getting the linebacker the club had targeted 
as its No. 1 priority—Denver’s Allen Aldridge—it now is looking to 
fill its other outside linebacker vacancy. Coach Bobby Ross 
expects to get another linebacker in the draft, but he also wants 
to sign a veteran free agent who can start in that spot until the 
rookie is ready to play. The team already has talked to Arizona’s 
Mike Caldwell. ... The Lions believe they can get a quality 
linebacker with the 20th overall pick, but they'll try to move up and get one better 
suited to play the strongside. To move up in the draft, the Lions will have to package 
some of their draft picks. To justify that, they're trying to fill needs in free agency, one 
of which is a fast third receiver with the speed to stretch defenses. 


LINE SET: The club was hoping to land a high-profile defensive tackle, but most of the 
players they were interested in were given the franchise tag by their teams. The Lions 
didn’t want to take a huge financial risk on the players that remained, such as San 
Francisco's Dana Stubblefield. Instead, the team turned to Dan Owens, who returned to 
Detroit after a two-year stay with the Falcons. Owens gives the Lions a better pass 
tush and more versatility because he can play all four line positions. ... The team is 
trying to retain free-agent Pro Bowl center Kevin Glover, the only lineman who has 
been with Barry Sanders for the running back’s entire career. If he does go, though, 
Detroit already has set its sights on Tampa Bay guard Jim Pyne, who played center in 
college and would like to return to that position. —Paula Pasche 
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agency, losing four key members of its past two teams. Now the 
question is: How will the team respond? Cornerback Doug Evans 
(five years, $22.5 million), defensive end Gabe Wilkins (five years, 
$20 million), punter Craig Hentrich (five years, $5.5 million) and 
running back Edgar Bennett (four years, $6.3 million) all signed 
elsewhere. Only Hentrich’s departure was a surprise—and it 
clearly meant the team was taken to the cleaners. 


DEFENSIVE FACELIFT: On defense, the offseason goal was to strengthen the line. 
Losing Wilkins didn’t help. Now, the Packers will have to sign a veteran end such as 
Neil Smith or make a trade to obtain Chester McGlockton, Sean Gilbert or Dan 
Wilkinson. Defensive coordinator Fritz Shurmur has four linebackers capable of ; 
starting with George Koonce, back at full strength, and could go to the 3-4 defense. It’s 
just that four-man lines are the norm in the power-oriented NFC, and Shurmur 
prefers more bulk up front. At cornerback, Evans’ loss isn’t devastating because Craig 
Newsome will be back from a knee injury and Tyrone Williams proved he’s a ; 
competent starter. Darren Sharper also appears ready to start. ... The loss of Hentrich 
will be felt in many ways. Besides finishing second in the NFC in average, he has the 
best hands of any punter and often pulled the team out of tight spots from bad snaps. 
He also could kick off and kick field goals if necessary. G.M. Ron Wolf says he has no 
plans to use Ryan Longwell, who was a solid punter in college. —Tom Silverstein 


WHIFFING ON WILKINS: The club 
did everything but fluff up Gabe 
Wilkins’ pillow when the free-agent 
defensive end visited Rams Park 
last week. He even stayed 
overnight at coach Dick Vermeil’s 
home. But, in the end, Wilkins’ 
relationship with San Francisco coach Steve Mariucci 
and the 49ers’ winning tradition was enough to 
overcome a more lucrative offer from St. Louis. 
Wilkins, penciled in to replace Leslie O'Neal at right 
end, had been the team’s top free-agent priority. But 
with Wilkins off the board, the club's options at end 
appear limited. ... The club also lost out on another free 
agent it liked a lot when guard Joe Patton turned down 
a five-year, $12 million offer to re-sign with the 
Redskins for nearly identical money. The losses “put us 
in the retreat mode for a minute,” says Charley Armey, 
the team’s vice president of player personnel. Despite 
the Wilkins and Patton setbacks, the team did not shy 
from inviting other free agents to town. Seahawks 
running back Steve Broussard, Cardinals linebacker Eric 
Hill and Bears wide receiver Ricky Proehl all visited 
during the first week of free agency. 


A NEEDED JOLT: The team did have a positive 
development in free agency when it was able to re-sign 
third-down back Amp Lee for a relatively cheap price 
($3.9 million, three years). The Rams lack playmakers 
and badly needed to retain Lee, the team’s MVP and 
leading receiver in '97. Lee is one of the top third- 
down backs and has the quick feet to excel in the open 
field. He also is a plus in the locker room. —/im Thomas 


BIG HITS: The first week of free agency was not kind to this 
rebuilding franchise, particularly to a defense that ranked fourth 
in the league last season. At least three starters won't be back in 
1998. Middle linebacker Winfred Tubbs became the first free- 
agent defection when he signed with the division-rival 49ers. 
That crushing blow was followed by news that right cornerback 
Eric Allen had demanded a trade and that coach Mike Ditka would 
not re-sign strong safety Anthony Newman. A fourth loss might be strongside 
linebacker Richard Harvey, who wants his contract situation resolved according to a 
more aggressive timetable than team officials might be inclined to follow. The loss of 
Tubbs is the major blow. Not only was he the defensive signal-caller, he also played 
virtually every down and was a budding star. Allen, who has been given permission 
to shop his talents, has not justified the five-year, $14.03 million contract he signed in 
1995. ... The 49ers also swept in and signed starting tight end Irv Smith to a two-year, 
$1.75 million contract. Smith said it was his “dream” to play for the 49ers. 


COUNTER PUNCH: Team officials countered the loss of Tubbs and Smith by signing two 
4Q9er reserves: cornerback Tyronne Drakeford and linebacker Kevin Mitchell. Drakeford 
signed an incentive-laden, five-year contract to replace Allen at right cornerback. 
Mitchell signed a two-year deal worth $975,000 and will compete with Brian Jones 
for the starting job in the middle. ... Before losing Smith, the front office made a 
strong push for tight end Eric Green, but he re-signed with the Ravens. —Mike Strom 
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ga BOLD ACTION: In a move that caught the rest of the league by 
V4 \ surprise, the team signed Packers cornerback Doug Evans to a 
Mag five-year contract worth a staggering $22.5 million (including a 
$7.5 million signing bonus) that makes Evans the club’s highest- 
paid player and the second-richest cornerback in the league 
behind Deion Sanders. Tyrone Poole, who started at corner with 
Eric Davis last season, is being shopped around the league. Coach 
Dom Capers privately believes the 5-9 Poole, despite the vast improvement he showed 
in his ability to cover last season after a disastrous 1996, is too short to fend off 
consistently the growing number of larger wide receivers. Evans is 6-1 with long arms 
and should team with Davis to give the team perhaps the best pair of corners in the 
league. ... The problem with spending so much money on Evans is that the team's 
greatest need—upgrading the defensive front seven—was ignored. 


CARRYING THE LOAD: The smartest move the team made last week might have been 
re-signing wide receiver Mark Carrier to a two-year contract worth $1.3 million. Last 
year, the club balked at re-signing him and later admitted that was a mistake. Carrier 
then returned and quickly became the most reliable receiver among an inexperienced 
group. ... Guard Corbin Lacina, a free agent who had been a part-time starter most of 
his five seasons in Buffalo, was signed to a three-year contract worth $4.5 million He 
is expected to replace starting left guard Matt Campbell, a restricted free agent, who 
signed a lucrative, three-year offer sheet with the Dolphins. —/oe Menzer 


Redskins 


PATTON IS OUR MAN: The club went 
into free agency searching for a left 
tackle it could depend on for years 
to come. After examining the list of 
unrestricted free agents, the team 
decided to re-sign Joe Patton for 
$12.5 million and a $3 million 
signing bonus. Patton can play either tackle or guard 
spot and, if needed, probably could play center. Patton 
was the only Redskins lineman to start all 16 games 
last season, and his effort rarely falters. If the team 
doesn’t find another left tackle in free agency or the 
draft, Patton can hold down the spot until someone 
better comes along. 


THE WELCOME WAGON: Several defensive linemen— 
including Dan Wilkinson, Dana Stubblefield and Chester 
McGlockton—have been visiting Redskin Park during 
the free-agency period. The most likely candidate to 
become a Redskin seems to be Wilkinson, who is 
expected to receive a contract offer between 

$20 million and $25 million. ... The team would like 
Sean Gilbert to sign elsewhere so it can get at least one 
first-round draft choice in return. But the NFLPA has 
filed a grievance against the Redskins, claiming they 
have no intention of negotiating with Gilbert and stuck 
him with the transition label only so they can strike a 
deal with any team that does want to sign him. The 
NFLPA wants the league to declare Gilbert a free agent 
and deny the Redskins any right to compensation for 
him. Gilbert sat out all of last season after rejecting a 
Washington contract that would have paid him 

$4 million. —Paul Woody 


A RANDLE SUCCESS: The only real disappointment in the first 
week of free agency was the failure to sign Packers cornerback 
Doug Evans. But the Vikings did win the most-important battle, 
making defensive tackle John Randle the highest-paid defensive 
player in league history. Randle’s five-year, $32.5 million deal 
includes a $10 million signing bonus and $20 million of 
guaranteed money, but $16.5 million of that is in the first two 
years, when odds are great he will continue to perform at his Pro Bowl level. Randle's 
$6.5 million average salary makes him the third-highest paid player in the league. 
The team moved Randle to right end late last season to maximize his pass-rushing 
ability, but it hasn’t determined whether he'll play there or return to tackle. He also 
could be shifted around to take advantage of matchups. 


BIG BUCKS; Since late December, the team has committed to contracts totaling 

$68.1 million, including bonuses of $19.5 million, to retain receiver Jake Reed 

($13.6 million, four years), left tackle Todd Steussie ($22 million, five years) and Randle. 
.. The team addressed another glaring need by signing 49ers kicker Gary Anderson 
($2.4 million, three years). .. The team moved quickly to stabilize its offensive line, 
signing right guard David Dixon ($6 million, four years) and reserve lineman Everett 
Lindsay to a two-year deal. Also, tight end Andrew Glover got a three-year, $3 million 
deal. ... The team released linebacker Jeff Brady. Outside linebacker Dixon Edwards 
faces a March 1 release if he doesn't agree to cut his 98 cap number. —Don Banks 


Finally, big Dan Kendra is Florida State’s 


CUE) DAN 


en 


starting quarterback—but don’t count out 
‘old man’ Chris Weinke By Alan Schmadtke 


or three seasons, Dan Kendra 

lurked in the background at 

Florida State, flexing his for- 

midable biceps and stretch- 
ing his meaty quadriceps while 
Danny Kanell and Thad Busby 
played quarterback. 

When the Seminoles begin spring 
practice March 2, Kendra will cease 
being merely the most hyped and 
most intriguing quarterback Bobby 
Bowden has signed. No more 
waiting. No more addressing rumors 
about transferring or moving to line- 
backer or fullback. He'll be the man. 

“Danny’s the guy right now. It’s 
firmly his,” says Bowden, who for 
the past two seasons seemed to dot 
every post-practice media session 
with a comment about Kendra’s 
progression. “I’m excited.” 

He’s not alone. Florida State fans 
have wondered, often times very 
openly, whether Kendra should 
have been the starter in seasons 
past. Their minds dreamed won- 
derful things two years ago, when 
they saw a newspaper photo of 
Kendra—painted Incredible Hulk 


green—clad in a shredded Semi- 
noles jersey. And when fans caught 
glimpses of Kendra in action, he 
rarely failed to deliver something 
worth watching, good or bad. He is 
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1-0 as a starter, thanks to his pinch- 
hit 44-7 win over Wake Forest in 
1996 when Busby was injured, and 
is 66-of-126 for 1,006 yards and 
12 touchdowns in his career. 

Like FSU fans, Kendra (6-2, 245) 
frequently won- 
dered if his chance 
would come. But, 
mostly, Kendra—a 
redshirt junior 
from Bethlehem, 
Pa—has been a 
model of patience 
and diligence. Still, 
while Kendra may 
begin spring ball 
as FSU’s starter, 


the ball away. It’s up to Kendra to 
turn his self-confidence, a trait 
Bowden loves in his quarterbacks, 
into less of a liability. Likewise, 
Seminoles offensive coordinator 
Mark Richt would like to see less 
machismo, less quarterback taking 
on linebacker, and more poise from 
Kendra. 

“You want to see how these guys 
handle the adversity, too, and be 
able to battle from that,” Richt says. 
“It’s always a matter of making good 
decisions and being accurate. That's 
No. 1. Athletic ability is a bonus.” 

There’s no doubt 
Kendra comes with 
bonuses. He bench- 
presses 435 pounds 
and leg-presses a 
school-record 1,300 
pounds, That’s not a 
school record for 
quarterbacks—that’s 
a school record, pe- 
riod. And his quar- 
terbacking style is as __ 


he'll have to play 2 unique as his diet, 
well to keep it. Just z which starts daily at 
as Kendra breathed # 6 am. with fresh egg 
down Busby’s neck 2 whites—“Kendra 
for the starting job ¥ = food,” he says—and 
in 1996, Chris : = requires him to con- 
Weinke is closing 9DD QB COUPLE: Kendra (left) _stantly carry a gallon 


ground on Kendra. 

“Im anxious to 
get on the field he old man. 
and show what I can do,” Kendra 
says. “Hopefully, I can take this FSU 
team to greater levels of achieve- 
ment. Right now, all I need is game 
time. You can’t substitute for game 
time. Staying in the pocket, knowing 
a guy’s coming to kill you but 
having enough guts to stand there 
and throw the ball—that comes with 
games.” 

Perhaps his greatest challenge in 
spring practice will be under- 
standing the fine line between 
knowing when to scramble—which 
he has tended to do at the slightest 
hint of pressure—and when to throw 


The quarterback situation at Florida also bears watching. Doug Johnson 
started five games last season as a sophomore, but a number of observers 
think sophomore-to-be Jesse Palmer will emerge from spring practice as 


the starter. 


Palmer started one game in '97 as a true freshman, against Auburn. He was 
benched early in the second half of that game and saw only sporadic action 
the rest of the season. His season highlights? Guiding Florida to a touchdown 
on the initial drive against Auburn and a pretty touchdown pass to Jacquez 
Green on Palmer’s only play against Penn State in the Citrus Bowl. 

Palmer isn’t as physically gifted as Johnson, but what Palmer has is 
consistency. For all of Johnson’s physical attributes, he often makes poor 
decisions and tries to strong-arm passes into tight coverage. If there’s one 
thing Florida coach Steve Spurrier wants from his quarterbacks, it’s strong 


decision-making. 


Palmer’s other advantages are that he will be going through his second 
spring practice—he enrolled in January last year—and that Johnson will be 
playing baseball in the Devil Rays’ chain in the summer. You can expect Palmer 
to emerge from spring practice the starter and use the summer to get more 
acclimated to the offense and to the Gators’ new receivers. —Mike Huguenin 


is the big man on Florida 
State’s campus, and Weinke is 


jug of water. Kendra, 
who has a big-time 
arm and great speed, 
doesn’t so much di- 
rect an offense as much as he at- 
tacks the defense. 

Weinke is as unique a com- 
modity. He first signed with Florida 
State in 1990, but he gave up foot- 
ball four days into August workouts 
to sign for $375,000 with the Blue 
Jays. After a couple cups of coffee in 
the majors and plenty of time in the 
minors, Weinke recruited himself 
back to Florida State in January 
1997. That gives Weinke the dis- 
tinction of being college football’s 
only 25-year-old sophomore quar- 
terback/landlord. 

“Real estate is always a good in- 
vestment,” says Weinke, who owns 
a small apartment complex in his 
hometown of St. Paul, Minn., and 
admits he has more than doubled 
his baseball signing bonus with in- 
vestments. 

While Weinke lacks Kendra’s 
strength, he has the mobility, arm 
strength and build (6-5, 225) to 
challenge for the starting job. But 
he’s still working off rust after 
tossing just 13 passes last season. 

“Danny realizes there’s going to 
be a challenge,” says Weinke, one of 
the nation’s top prospects coming 
out of high school. “He knows he’s 
the No. 1 guy, but he also knows 
I'm preparing myself to win the job. 
That's only going to make him 
better. Make us both better.” TSN 


Alan Schmadtke covers Florida 
State and college sports for The 
Orlando Sentinel. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Bowden?’s plan at Tulane 
is a family matter 


last season in his 
first year at the 
school. Now, 7-4 wouldn't 
mean much to his father 
at Florida State or to his 
younger brother Terry at 
Auburn. But it was the 
Green Wave’s best record 
since 1980, the school’s 
first winning season since 
’81 and only the school’s 
fifth seven-win season 
since 1949. In addition, 
Bowden lived up to the 
family’s reputation as 
being offensive-minded— 
the Green Wave set seven 
school offensive records. 

Bowden, 43, says his 
strategy plays heavily to 
what his father has done 
at FSU, which he took 
over in 1976. To back that 
up, he gets up from his 
desk, walks to a cabinet 
and pulls out a notebook, 
then shuffles through the notebook looking for a 
piece of paper that has what he wants. He finds it, 
and his finger does the walking down a list of fig- 
ures showing home attendance at FSU games. 

“Right before my father goes to Florida State (in 
1973), they play at home: 19,000 (fans), 22 at home, 
23 at home, 17,000. He wins some games. Let’s 
check their home schedule (in ’78). Playing in 
Tallahassee: 40,000, 33, 42. Why'd their attendance 
jump? Won games. How do you win games? Better 
players. ... What's the answer to the problem? Win. 

“This is what I used this year: Go to LSU, go to 
Florida State, go to Miami, go wherever. But be a 
part of tradition; they’ve established it, be a part of 
it. Come here, make it. ... You can go watch the 
show or you can be the show.” 

Bowden’s pitch led to some recruiting victories. 
“In the past, this was an unofficial visit; (players) 
weren't going to waste an official visit on Tulane,” 
he says. “Not only did they visit us officially (this 
year), they signed.” 

Bowden says the cavernous Superdome—where 
Tulane plays in front of crowds that don’t fill even 
half the building—actually can be a boon for his pro- 
gram. “When Florida State and Florida played for 
the national championship (in the Sugar Bowl in 
1997), Bob Griese did the game ... and he made the 
statement on national TV, ‘What quarterback 
wouldn’t want to come here: no wind, no rain, no 
mud,’ ” Bowden says. “For what we like to do, throw 
and catch, this is perfect.” 

And Bowden thinks fans eventually will show 
up as long as the Green Wave win: “I've got 1.4 
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DOING IT DAD’S WAY: Tulane’s Bowden wants 
to follow his father’s blueprint for success. 


ommy Bowden has a blueprint for success at Tulane. His 
plan? Do what his father did at Florida State. That's obviously 
easier said than done, but Bowden led Tulane to a 7-4 record 


million people in the city 
of New Orleans. If the 
Saints were to draw 
70,000—if they were, 
which they don’t—that 
leaves me 1.3 million. I 
can get 40,000 (per 
game).” 

Tommy says he talks 
with his father and broth- 
er all the time. “On 
Monday morning ... I 
FedEx my film to Auburn 
and Florida State, Terry 
FedExes his film to me, 
Daddy FedExes his film to 
me,” he says. “I look at 
Terry's and Daddy’s (film) 
on Tuesday. I might see 
one thing I like they do, 
and I'll put it in Tuesday 
or Wednesday.” 

One thing he doesn’t 
do is talk with his brother 
or his dad about defense. 
“I'm interested in one 
thing: points allowed, period,” Bowden says. “In 11 
games, I watched zero—I mean zero, as in none— 
snaps of the opponents’ offense.” 

As for his hopes for ’98, Bowden is optimistic. 
There’s a kind schedule, and the offense returns 
20 of its top 22 players. The centerpiece is quar- 
terback Shaun King, who threw for 2,567 yards 
and 24 touchdowns, ran for another 511 yards 
and finished 13th in the nation in total offense at 
279.8 yards per game. The defense? Well, that’s 
another matter, says Bowden: “We'll probably 
need to score and be really productive on offense 
until our defense comes along.” 


Hope in Hoekstra 


Ron Turner knows his Illinois offense was rid- 
dled with questions last season, but he feels he 
has at least one answer in quarterback Mark 
Hoekstra. Turner recently pledged his allegiance 
to Hoekstra, a senior who has good size, a decent 
arm and smarts but has been sabotaged by a 
poor receiving corps. That could change in 1998, 
as four promising junior college receivers— 
headed by Connie Moore—are coming on board. 

“They won't be here until the summer, but we 
plan to implement them into the attack quickly,” 
Turner says. “They bring speed to go with Josh 
‘Whitman, who we feel is a top tight end.” ‘TSN 


Associate editor Tom Dienhart and assistant 
managing editor Mike Huguenin cover college 
football for THE SportING News. E-mail them at 
colfb@sportingnews.com. 


More college football at www.sportingnews.com/cfootball AOL keyword: TSN 
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CAMPUS RUMBLINGS, LOCKER ROOM WHISPERS 
FROM TOM DIENHART AND MIKE HUGUENIN 


Tailback Cooper Rego, a highly touted 
member of Notre Dame’s 1997 recruiting 
class, was dismissed from school last week 
because of a dorm incident. That should 
mean immediate playing time as a reserve 
for one of the backs the Irish reeled in 
during the recent signing period. ... Maybe 
it was the friendly words of encouragement 
Picabo Street received from Illinois coach 
Ron Turner via e-mail that helped spur her 
to gold. The two met on a flight a year or 
so ago and became fast friends. Street has 
become a big Illini fan and has been invited 
by Turner to sing the national anthem at 
Illinois’ home opener. ... Ohio State is the 
early leader in the 1999 recruiting derby. 
A few weeks ago, Lebanon, Ohio, running 
back Kelton Lindsay said yes to OSU. Fellow 
in-state products Mike Doss and Curtis 
Crosby, both defensive backs, also have 
committed. Expect several more Ohio 
natives to commit early, including defensive 
end Mike Birdseye, linebacker Brendan Miree 
and offensive lineman Adrian Clarke. ... 
Miami is expecting good things from new 
strength and conditioning coach Tom 
Moffitt, previously Tennessee’s associate 
strength coach. He was hired to increase 
strength on a team that was lacking last 
If you’re looking for John 
Mackovic, he’s now special assistant to 
Texas A.D. Deloss Dodds. Whoever said 
shuffling papers doesn’t pay well? 
Mackovic will be paid $650,000 annually 
for three years for doing things such as 
developing an athletic museum. 


season. ... 
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Reach over 3.4 million sports enthusiasts each week with an ad in THE SPORTS MARKETPLACE. 
Ad deadlines are Tuesdays 5:00 PM EST, eight (8) days prior to on sale date. Call Judy Glock or Jon Neschis today for advertising information or to place your ad: 


Fax (212) 779-5568 


Call (800) 445-2714 or (212) 779-5448 


Buy your softball/baseball uniforms, 
“0 Wholesale Factory Direct and Save $ 
‘= from one of the nations top brand names. 
+ In-stock ¢ 24 hr. delivery 
«Current styles  * Made in the USA 
=} * Lettering service * Visa/MC 
CALL TOLL FREE 


1-800-438-9934 


for a team quotation or to receive our catalog 
= ($3.95 refundable on first order). 


Quality Uniforms for Quality Athletes * 
P.O. Box 604 + 301 E. Main St. + Dallas, NC 28034 


PRO WRESTLING NEWS 


Insider Weekly Newsletter * We Tell You What Promoters Don't Want You To Know! 


For 10 years Pro Wrestling Torch ar ceatbeliper bar beled etrepey i 
bis dered ha Send request to: PWTorch, Box 201844, MPLS MN 


news before it happens... name 
a It's like a 12 nel 


SAVE 66% OFF COVER PiRICE 


5 ISSUES ONLY $5 


$10,000+ MONTHLY! 
THIS IS REAL AND DO-ABLE. 


WE show you how. No selling involved. 


(800) 995-0796 
Extension 4441 


$$ OWN A 900 # $$ 


Q $99 TOTAL COST 
Q TURNKEY PROGRAMS 
Q QUICK PAYOUTS 
Q NO CHARGEBACKS 
call for a free brochure 
SATURN COMMUNICATIONS INC. 


1-888-484-9704 


Sportsllivie | 
ENTERPRISES 
Own your own business. Selling 
sports equipment, pro and college 
apparel, trading cards, trophies, uni- 
forms and much more... 

Free info packet 


(800) 909-5433 


DID YOU KNOW .....that Georgetown coach, 
John Thompson, is the only man to play for 
an NBA championship team and coach an 
NCAA Tournament championship? 


ACROSS © 1997 Steve Ollove 
1 Scottie Pippen 
4 Mavs' airport 
7 Netter Rippner 
9 Soft drink 
10 Barfoot Bikila won 
Olympic gold in the 
marathon twice 
12 He led the Nuggets in 
scoring, rebounds and 
assists in 1989-90, then 
ot traded 
13 East coast college 
conference 
14 English 
15 Joins the Marines 
17 Hurdles meters 
18 Fast fastball 
22 Friars 
23 Back —— play 
25 Sun Devils’ city 
26 NHL defenseman Don 
1963-78 
28 Illegal block 
29 George in the Tennis Hall 


VISA MC AMEX C.0.D. 


ening 1.V, 


CONVERTERS & EQUIPMENT 


* 30 day money back 
= guarantee 
* Quantity discount 
=, ~ 1-year warranty 
." Dealers welcome! 
TEKVIEW 
ELECTRONICS 


(800)739-2253 


Interactive catalog: 
www.tekview.com 


Cable Boxes & Descramblers 
* Friendly Service & Low Prices 
+ All Makes & Models 
* 30 Day Money Back Grnty. + 1 Year Warranty 
* Quantity Discounts 
* Descramblers as Low as $40 (10 lot) 
: Open 9-8 Mon-Sat EST 
GATOR ELECTRONICS 
1-800-238-0118 


IP-TV 
Link your TV-Descrambler-Computer 
into one system. Experience the 


included with every purchase. 
800-835-2330 


DID YOU KNOW......that Michael Jordan who 
retired from the NBA's Chicago Bulls to 
pursue a baseball career, hit three homers, 
drove in 5] runs and stole 30 bases before 
deciding to return to baskethall? 


fo.) =} B= AYA o) S-Te 7 =} e act) 
FREE 1 YEAR WARRANTY 
* Quality Equipment * Free 30 Day Trial Period 
* Never Rent Again and Save $100s 
* Equipment Set-Up Tech Line * All Major Brands 
* Quantity Discounts * UPS * FedEx * COD 


= PC ELECTRONICS 1-800-675-7125 = 


DOWN Answers found on page 62, 


1 Look for strikes from 
members of this union 
2 Gretzky tied Howe with 
goal #801 against this 
poate in ‘94 
3 Foul contact 
4 Boston National League 
nickname 1907-10 
5 Landry's Dallas defense 
6 Very physical game 
8 Abba in Israel 
9 Parquet player 
11 Horseracing award 
12 Hall of Fame manager 
who was International 
League Pitcher of the 
Year in 1958 
16 One eleven 
18 Hoopster Gilliam 
19 Lombardi Trophy 
winner Warren 
20 Big Ten team 
21 Quebec skaters 
22 MLPA boss 
24 Bill Andre 
25 Frogs 
27 Albert's expression 


(o7\ =} Bi aa 
CONVERTERS «& 


2 el ues 


“> www.tkaelectronics.com 


# Friendly Service. 
x 13 Month Warranty. 


FOR A FREE CATALOG OR INFORMATION, CALL TODAY. 


1-800-729-1776 
CABLE TV CONVERTERS 


Save $100'’s FREE 
e All makes and models ATALOG 
Years of customers complete satisfaction 


Quality Equipment 
Shipped within 24 hrs. 


|r -"ae oe =] OO LO). | (ora [om 
1-800-542-9425 


Purchaser must agree to comply with all State and/Federal|laws regarding private 
ownership of cable TV equipment. No Time Warner / Paragon area'sales 


CABLE T.V. 


C&G Electronics 
CABLEBOXES 
WHY RENT? 
OWN YOUR OWN! 
ESCRAMBLERS 
FOR ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-800-8078 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied purchase. 


toy.) =] & = a 
* CONVERTERS & ACCESSORIES 
* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
* LOWEST PRICES 
* FREE CATALOG 
* IMMEDIATE SHIPPING 


PROFORMANCE ELECTRONICS 
233 N. 48th, Ste. MBE, Lincoln, NE 68504 


1-800-815-1512 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee, 


a as 
CHIPS MART, mec. 
1-800-208-2638 


http//\wahoo.netrunner.neV“chipsmrt 


Dealers | 
Welcome, 


ay Money Back Guarantee i 
CallUs Last! |. 
beat any advertised price | 
ED Eegrowics mresus | 
1-800-842-9670 | 


httplwww.cdelectronics.comlcd 
-_ 
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For orders or a FREE 80-page 
Call 800-908-4637 


") 


DID YOU KNOW .....shat before Dr. James 
Naismith invented basketball in 1891, he 
played football for Springfield College in 
Massachusetts? 


IHL/AHL Hockey Jerseys 
Over 600 items from MLB Affiliated 
Minor Leagues, HI, AZ, TX/LA 
Fitted/Adj. Caps & Outerwear 
Write for FREE Catalog to: 
P.O. Box 6098 Anaheim, CA 92816 
www.minorleagues.com 
Order Call; 800-345-2421 Fax: 714-939-0655 


SPORTS CORNER 
SPECIALIZING IN 
AUTHENTIC JERSEYS 


DON’T BE FOOLED BY IMITATIONS! 

ALL NEL, MLB & NHL JERSEYS AVAILABLE 

PO Box 132 La Crosse, WI 54602-0132 
Call Toll Free 1-888-288-1101 


Mastercard and Visa accepted 


sigs sdaitionsl PRES tates 


THE SPORTS MARKETPLACE 
CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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GENUINE RAWLINGS LEATHER MINI MITTS 
Authentic Pro Model Replicas 
Each Mitt comes packaged with 
a Card of the Player using his 
Rawlings Glove. Choose from: 
Craig Biggio, Ken Griffey Jr., 
Tony Gwynn, Derek Jeter, 
Mike Piazza & Cal Ripken Jr. 


America's #1 (Rawling* 


Official Ball & Mini Mitt Distributor 


Tony Gwynn Mitt & Ball -Signed on ‘96 All Star Ball (Reg. $74) 

Ken Griffey Jr. Mitt & Ball -Signed on ‘94 All Star Ball (Reg. $89) 

Derek Jeter Mitt & Ball -Signed on Official A.L Ball (Reg. $89) 

Mike Piazza Mitt & Ball -Signed on ‘97 All Star Ball (Reg. $114) 

Cal Ripken Jr. Mitt & Ball -Signed on Commem. 2131 Ball (Reg. $149) 

AMEX, VISA, MC « All Items Certified & Guaranteed. Minimum S&H $7.50. ° NJ orders add 6% Tax 
Call for a FREE Catalog of Authentic Memorabilia with Discounts & Specials 


Bring 
POWER and Accuracy 
to all your fielding drills. 


Introducing the ; 
"Coaches Helper” ¥ 
@Parents @Players ®Coaches 


Enlist mom,dad or kids 
to easily hit grounders, 
fly-balls & line-drives 
accurat- 

ely. 

Perfect 

for coaches. 

Use for baseball 
camp and fielding 
practice with your 
players. 
ABET 


ezzal 
1-800-550-2212 
Order now! 
$49.95 
+ $4.50 shipping 
MN add 6.5% tax www.shopnbuy.com 


EOEO? AIT TER 


"SOLOHITTER is the best 
training tool I've ever 
used." 


NEW! Pitching Drill 

"How To Develop More 
Power And Maybe A 

Free Report by former big 

hes $MB\ league pitcher reveals how 

FS pitchers can throw harder 

4 new pitching drill. His son, 

the nation's top high school 

went from 86 to 93 mph in less than 

ayear. This free drill is for pitchers 

harder. Call 24 hrs for a free 

recorded message. 1-800-635-1620 


90 mph Delivery!" 
in 90 days or less using a 
lefty in 1995 demonstrates how he 
who are serious about throwing 
www.pitching.com 


“Free = 
== 
Order our 
video now 
for FREE. 
No obligation 
to purchase. 
Limited quantity. 
Learn the secrets 
of a winning team 


The hitting tool that 
players and coaches 


since 1988. 
-Factory Direct 
-Money back guaranntee 
-The Pros Choice 


- Tony Gwynn 
San Diego Padres 
8-Time NL 
Batting Champion 
SOLO HITTER Works! 
Guaranteed! 


For a Free Brochure! 


1-800-886-2554 


= SPORTS SCIENCE BREAK THROUGH GIVES YOU ® 


= HOME RUN POWER in 14 DAYs = 


= FREE POWER TRAINING REPORT shows you how 83 = 
® out of 100 paren = 10 MPH or more to their bat ® 


Call Toll-Free Today! 


WHOLES@4LE GOLF CLGBS 
Starting at SIZ2O.99 3-Pw 


(Includes Shipping) 
CUSTOM MADE CLONES OF ALL 


CURRENT PRO LINE CLUBS. | «= Speedinl4d LitleLeague to Majors, baseball 5 
SATIS' UARANTE w oF softball, pti to boost your power, quickness 
IN TYR. WARRANTY = w andaveroge. 7 24HRS7 DAYS 


1-800-774-6532 | ¢ x 


For Golf Packages, Call: 
AUTOS FOR SALE 


SEIZED CARS from $175. 
Porsches, Cadillacs, Chevys, 
BMW's, Corvettes. Also 
Jeeps, 4WD’s. Your Area. 
Toll Free 1-800-218-9000 
Ext. A-4225 for current listings. 
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seein rtaia®: FREE REPORT : 
VIDEO 
Baseball Videos & Books 


for our complete listing, call toll-free: 


1-888-2-Hitter 
ES. Baseball” 
PEC] Check out our web site: 


(1-888-244-8837) 


THEFANTASY LEAGUE THAT PUTS YOUIN THE OWNERS BOX 


© Our Sth Season of Dependable Service 

© $99 Entry Fee - Free Trading 

 Laser-Printed Biweekly Reports 

© Substantial Savings for Group Signups 

» Monthly & Postseason Prizes Totaling Over $15,000! 
¢ Toll Free Transaction Hotline 

© Specializing in 1st-Time Fantasy Players 

© Voice Mailbox & Conference Call Drafts 

© $100,000 in Prize Money Awarded Since 19911 


P.O. Box 2286 Midland, Mi 48641 (888) 895-9959 
Web site: http:/Avww.boxscorebaseball.com 


Sport : Trivia Test 


Name the only baseball manager 
to guide teams to World Series 
championships in both the 
American and National League. 
Look for the answer in next week's TSN issue. The answer 
will oppeor in The Sports Marketploce section. 


WENDELSTEDT 


UMPIRE SCHOOL 
Jan. 3, 1999 — Feb. 7, 1999 


9 MAJOR LEAGUE UMPIRES ON 


STAFF FULL TIME. 122 FORMER 
STUDENTS ASSIGNED TO 
1986-96 WORLD SERIES, PLAY- 
OFFS AND ALL-STAR GAMES. 
CALL 904-672-4879 or WRITE. 
National Lg. Umpire 
Harry Wendelstedt 
ational Le Lee 88 So, St: Andrews Drive 
Harry Weadelsiest. Ormond Beach, FL 32174 


FOOTBALL CAMPS 
Ages 8-18 * Summer, 1998 


Learn Football From BEST Players in The NFL! 
Featuring: COWBOYS, STEELERS, RAMS, 
BEARS, REDSKINS, JAGUARS, GIANTS, 
EAGLES, PANTHERS, & PATRIOTS! 
“The Best Football 


Camps In The USA!” 


All camps are located inornear: AL, AR, CO, CT, DE, FL, 
GA, IL, IN, IA, LA, MD, MA, Mi, MO, NH, NJ, NY, NC, OH, 
OK, PA, RU, SC, TX VT, VA, WV, Wil wwurtocthaticampa.com 

Write: Camps, Box 716, Burtonsville, MD 20866 


FREE info (24 hrs): 1-800-555-0801 


BASEBALL CAMP 


FOR BOYS 8 THRU 18 
Intensive Training Center. 
See Our Brochure Before Deciding. 
— 41th Year — 
Write: TOM BELCHER 


Baseball Camp, Box 395, Chandler, OK 74834 
Phone: 405-258-1720 


Introducing the RAEWS 
tb iewerdnar, 
J LFYACE KY ey S™ 
for Baseball:*185 or Softball:*195 
JUGS PRACTICE Ne 
Ss? 
include: <i j 


THE NEW JUGS 


4 


Screen” | 


THE NEW JUGS 
Hitting Tee” 


= WHEN BUYING 
-DOZEN JUGS wi UAC eat: 
(3H Sting-Free™ ae 
Baseballs Sete = 
GS 
or softabs 


In the USA and Canada,calt toll free: 1-800-547-6843 
Visit our website at: hitp://www.thesugscompany.com 


BATTING TUTOR 
Backyard Pitching Machine 


e Fastballs & curves 


a) ¢ Automatic ball feed 


¢ No cage required 
/\\ 


HELP WANTED 


am |-800-448-8867) | $40,000/YR INCOME 
emse |, {0° FREE brochure potential... 

7) www.sportstutor.com Home typists/PC users. 
Toll Free 


: Trivia Answer 


Answer to last week’s trivia question: 


Tom Seaver & Rod Carew 
potential. Reading 
BONDS & CO. books. Toll Free 


Presents 1997 A.L. MVP (1) 800-218-9000 
7 dt) crirecvar,| | Ext. R-4225 for details. 
| “DVENTURES 
IN 


(1) 800-218-9000 
Ext. T-4225 for listings. 


Anyone can be 
BIGGER, STRONGER, 
FASTER!! 
Naturally - using science 
based products. 

Free Info. 
1-800-894-5288 


SH Only - $12.95 
Call For Details 
516-385-0980 

FAX 516-547-7267 


CAMPS & SCHOOLS 


For TSN Advertising Rates 1-800-445-2714 


={o)\/ Oyo lat a 4 

Can Be Yours ! 
aes 

Fantasy LEAGUES 
Now Forming 


/ GREAT PRIZES 
/ Low PRICES 
/ BEST SERVICE 


For FREE Information: 


SPORTS FAN-TASTIC 
(800) 531-FANS 


.C. “CONTACT” FOOTBALL CAMP 
Boys 8-19 June/July 
4 Loc PA, IL, TX, NY 21st year 
LIVE CONTACT & 
SCRIMMAGE GAMES 
Staffed by NFL PROS & Major College Coaches 
SEPARATE PRO FOOTBALL 
TRYOUT, ages 19-35 
SEPARATE KICKING CAMP 
with NFL Kickers, ages 10-19 


TOLL FREE 800-260-3055 
htto://www.ascfootballcamp.com 


AS 


P.O. Box 2270 


SYUSME Branson Wee a 


BASEBALL CAMP 1-800-993-2267 


Free Brochure! 
Ages 8-19 | 
Eight sessions — June, July, and August | 
Facility completely renovated in 1997. 
Professional instruction by Hall of Fame, 
Major and Minor League players. 


The "MAJOR LEAGUE" of Baseball Camps. 
oad 


FREE - 
BROCHURE! & 
BASEBALL SCHOOL 
DEPT. SN MILLER, MO 65707 
1-800-999-8369 ie at 
SPRING ¢ Florida « March-April « Ages 13-20 
SUMMER ¢ Missouri  May-August ¢ Ages 8-19 
4 Sessions - Pisy 15-20 games on lighted professionally 
groomed fieids. 4 lighted batting cages. Improve your 
skills with veteran instructors end games each nisht. 
WINTER ¢ Florida and Arizona ¢ December 
Ages 14-20 Dec 18-23 & 26-314 Ages 8-13 Dec. 26-31 (AZ ony) 


REAL ESTATE 


GOV’T FORECLOSED 
homes for pennies on $1. 
Delinquent Tax, Repo’s, 
REO’s. Your Area. Toll Free 
(1) 800-218-9000 Ext. H-4225 
for current listings. 
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Forever we’ll hear his voice 


ame the seventh inning one night. A foul ball went flying back to 
the Cubs’ radio booth. Harry Caray put out his right hand, only 
to have the missile slap off his palm. From next door came piey. 


by-play by the Braves’ radio 
man, Skip Caray (an apple 
fallen near the tree), “That's 
_ an error. Hit Dad in a bad place. The 
hands.” Harry's laughter rumbled across 
the air, out of the ballpark, to be heard 
forever. 

I’m a child of radio who listened to 
Harry Caray on KMOX in St. Louis in 
the 1950s. Every baseball night, I went 
to my room with a Coke and a Velveeta 
sandwich, heavy on the mustard. If it got 
to be the 14th inning and my parents 
didn’t need to know I was awake, I 
moved the radio under the blankets with 
my scorebook and flashlight. 

Though I’d never been to a major 
league ballpark and I'd never seen Stan 
Musial, somehow it didn’t matter. I'd 
been places and seen things with Harry 
because the glory of baseball's radio 
days was the medium’s insistence that 
you, the listener, take part. 

You joined the act of imagination that 
made the names come alive. Stan the Man 
... Duke Snider ... Ernie Banks. You saw the 
heroes and you saw the ballparks because 
Harry saw them for you and shared his 
joy with you. You even saw the screen- 
wire fencing stretched 20 feet high in 
front of fans sitting in the right field seats 
at Sportsman’s Park in St. Louis. 

“Musial would have a hundred more 
home runs if they took that wire down,” 
Harry once said, “but the Cardinals are 
afraid of losing too many balls in batting 
practice.” Implied: the cheapskates. The 
Cardinals paid Harry, but they didn’t 
own Harry, who more than once 
suggested his personal eternal despair by 
biting off the words, “Musial pops up again.” As if Musial’s 
3,630 hits would all come with the bases empty. 

My radio brought home baseball games from many 
places. I heard Jack Brickhouse and Bob Prince, Bob Elson 
and Bert Wilson. (I even confess to liking Wilson’s cheery 
motto, “I don’t care who wins—as long as it’s the Cubs.”) 

All great broadcasters. 

And then there was Harry. 

It wasn't so much he made the games fun, though 
surely he did. (“Here we are in the 14th inning,” he once 
said, “and if you've gone to the refrigerator for a 
Budweiser every time I’ve told you to, you're feeling 
about as good as I’m feeling by now.”) 

Obituaries and appreciations insist Harry Caray’s work 
for 53 years was the work of a fan, funny and cocky 
when his team won, angry and melancholy when it lost. 
We remember Harry the Bleacher Bum, taking off his 
shirt to broadcast from Wrigley Field’s sunny and zany 
left field bleachers. We'll remember Harry the song 


HOLY COW! His trademark call and his everyman persona struck a 
chord with generations of fans. He was one of us; he was baseball. 


Along with a 
showman’s 
greatest tool— 

an ego the size of 
any park, including 
Yellowstone— 
Harry brought 

to his work 

a flawless feel 

for story. 


leader, chewing the scenery through 
“Take Me Out to the Ball Game.” 

There was more to him than that. 
Orphaned as a child, scrapping to 
make a life, fighting for acceptance, the 
man born Harry Christopher Carabina 
built a career on a gift of talent so 
brilliant it was taken for granted. As 
Musial was a hitter, Caray was a 
dramatist. Along with a showman’s 
greatest tool—an ego the size of any 
park, including Yellowstone—Harry 
brought to his work a flawless feel for 
story. 

“Be careful,” he once said to his 
team’s pitcher, late in a game, the score 
tied, the count 2-and-1 to a power 
hitter. “Don’t make it good.” 

Amazing. Six words. Suddenly, we 
had an interest in the next pitch. Might 
the slugger take a careless pitch deep? 
Six words is all. Spoken in anxious 
admonition, those words made 
listeners part of the drama, aware of 
possible danger. Suddenly, the next 
pitch—what? the 220th pitch of the 
season's 119th game?—became the 
most important pitch ever thrown. 

Later, to his team’s hitter: “Take a 
pitch. Three balls, one strike, game tied, 
top of the 11th, bases loaded. Do you 
think he can walk a man with the 
bases loaded?” 

I dunno, Harry, but you've got me 
now, and I'm danged sure going to 
listen to find out. 

“BALL FOUR. HE WALKED HIM.” 
And here came Harry’s rumbling 
laugh, har-de-har-har-har. “WOULD 
YOU BELIEVE IT?” 

For 25 years he did Cardinals games, 
fired in 1970 amid rumors of an affair 
with the wife of an Anheuser-Busch 
executive. In his autobiography, Harry 
wrote, “At first, these rumors annoyed 
me. Then ... they actually made me feel kind of good. I 
mean, let’s face it. 1 wore glasses as thick as the bottoms 
of Bud bottles, and as much as I hate to say it, | was never 
confused with Robert Redford. ... If you were me, would 
you have gone around denying rumors like that? Hell, no. 

Tom Boswell once wrote of Bill Veeck, “Cause of death: 
life.” Goes for Harry, too. Such a life, the candle burned 
at both ends and the middle. He probably drank too 
much, but what’s too much if your party lasted 83 years? 
Ronald Reagan sat with him in the booth. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton dropped by. Chicago mourns. Last week, 
Stan Musial said, “We’re going to miss old Harry. He was 
always the life of the party, the life of baseball.” 

Forever we'll hear Harry’s voice. “Musial hits a drive ... 
it’s deep ... way back ... it might be ... it could be ... IT IS! 
.. HOLY COW!” TSN 


” 


Dave Kindred is a contributing writer for THE SPORTING 
NEws. 
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